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OF 
lecting and Callin Miniſters to 
vacant Churches. 5 F 


e Election of a Minifter mu not he Grade; in the Profits of 
thoſe who are in the Rank of Hearers, Counc. Laod. C, 5. 
1. is not to be left to the Multitudes to make the Elections of thoſe 
who are to be ordained to the Priefthood. Ib, Can. 133 -55i3; 
it is abundantly evident from the Hiſtory of. the New Tt 1 5 
ment, and Paul's Epſtl-s, that the Apoſtles, and apoſtolicaÞ * 
Men, did deſign and elect Paſtors to the ſeveral Churches, and 
did: ordain and inſtal them in their Office: But it is not 5 ; 85 
Plain, that the Names of thoſe who were elected were to be © 
d to the Chyrch,- either to be approven or eee 
8 can 7. 2 i from any certain or Mlauſible * 
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modeſt and humble IN- 
| - QUIRY concerning the 
C . and Power of elec- 
0 and calling Miniſters 
to vacant Churches. 


ö HAT no Man ought to in- 
trude into the Office of the 
Holy Miniſtry, or aſſume to 
himfclf the fered Authori- 
ty of diſpenſing the Things 
of God to others, without a 
lawful Vocation and Miſſi- 


all who believe the Books 
of the New Teſtament to be 
the Word of God: The A- 
p. file Paul ſhows this by an elegant and emphatical 
. Interrogation, Rom. x. 15. How ſhall they hear with: . 
+ ont a Preacher: 2. And ho ſhall they preach except 
- Fhey be ſent? To the ſame Purpoſe he 


10 Man taketh m Honour > hemfſelf, 


on, will be acknowledged by 


fays, Heb. 0 
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Ze that is called of God as was Aaron. If every Per- 


ſon who fancies himſelf to be ſufficiently gifted and 
qualified for this Function, might uſurp it, an open 


Door would be made to introduce all Manner of Con- 


fuſio 


. 
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Now there have been twoWays, by which God hath 


called Men to officiate in holy Things, either im- 


med:ately, as the Prophets under the Old Teſtament, 


and the Apoſtles under tke New, or mediately b 


Members of theſe particular churches have a' Divine 


Men, who have Authority from the Lord Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, and who is given to be Head over all Things 


zo the Church, to ſeparate and ordam others to this 


Work: For though a Perſon may be qualified for it, 


and have a ſtrong Inclination after it, accompanied 
with a ſincere Intention of advancing the Honour of 
God, and promoting the Happineſs and everlaſting 


concerns of his fellow-reaſonable Creatures; yet the 

competency of that Qualification: muſt not be left to 
the Judgment of every Man for himſelf: But this 
muſt be referred and ſubmitted to the Judgment of 


a due Number of theſe that are in Office, as tho 


moſt proper and able Judges, and are authorized to 


{et apart ſuch as they find ſo qualified for the Mini - 


But the Perſons thus found qualified being to be 


fixed to particular Charges, or certain companies of 
Chriſtians that aſſemble ordinarily together for the 


ory Worſhip of God, it has been generally aſ- 
erted, that it is neceſſary that ſuch be called and 
invited by ſuch Societies to take upon them the O- 
yerſight of their Souls, preach the Goſpel, and dil- 


* all Goſpel ordinances to them; and that all the 


Right, either natural to them as Men, or purchaſed 


by. Jeſus Chriſt, to elect and chuſe, by Suffrage and 


otes, their own Paſtor; and that this belongs ta 


them alone: This is loudly ſaid to be 4 Prevhyre: | 


rien 


4 


fiop and Diſorder; and at this Breach a Contempt 
and "Loathing of the publick Worſhip of God would 
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ian Prineiple, a Principle of the church of So- 
1 land, and a Reformation- principle; and this is con- 
|} tended for in our Days with great Warmth and keen 
Leal, in Oppoſition to an Act and Overture of the 
laſt Aſſembly, concerning the Method of planting 
vacant churches; Fa which Act it is declared, that 
the planting of theſe Pariſhes that ſhall fall into the 
f Hands of Presbyteries anguam jure devoluto, ſhall 
be by the Heritors; being Proteſtants, and the El- 
ders who repreſent the People. And in Burghs where 
F there is a Land ward · pariſn it ſhalt be by Magiftrates, 
ö Towr- council, K irk-ſeſſion and Heritors, G c. 
This is inveighed againſt with great Clamour and 
Noiſe, as a dangerous Invaſion and Incroachmene 
upon the Rights of the Chriſtian People, though the 
very ſame Thing, when it was eſtabliſhed by an 
Act of che Parliament of Scotland anno 1690, was 
T Peace bly- ſubmitted to by all the Presbyteries and 
1 Fudicaories of this church till the Year 2712, when 
Patrons were reſtored to the Right of preſenting by 
an Act of the Briii/h Parliament, It ſeems that the 
i Chriftian People now are more jealous of their Rights 
than they were then, and that there is now a Set of 
J Goſpel-miniſters, who more faithfully" ffand up for 
A the Peoples Rights than thoſe ſedate and wiſe, aged 
- and phe mode, Pafters, who endured the Heat of 
the Day under a long, cruel, and barbarous Petſecu+ 
tion in two late Reigns. Whether there be juſt 
Ground'for ſuch a complaint againſt the Miniſters 
of the laſt Aſſembly, I ſhall not now determine 3 
but it is undeniably. evident to all, that they have 
thrown away a Right of their own; for both Scrip- 
tute and Antiquity aſſure us that the Paſtors of the 
. Church were the chief Electors; and if one is not 
1 the ſix Months, the Right by Law 
falls into the Presbytery's Hands; and. yet che luſt 
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Aſſembly bas by that Act quitted to Heeitors, Ma- 
giſtrates, Town- ceunſellours and Elders, thinking it 
better lodged with thom than with a . 
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As to this Matter, have fincerely laid afide all 
| byaſs, prepoſſeſſion and prejudice, and have enquired 
with all the Care and Attention I am capable of, to 


know if it is fact, that this is a declared and avow- 


ed principle of Presbyterians and of the Church of 


Scotland; but I am ſtill ata loſs to find it out; nay, 


I cannot diſcover that this was ever the principle of 
any Church, the Independents being excepted, who 


not only maintain that the People have a divine Right 


to chooſe their Paſtors by Vote and Suffrage, but that 


they may likewiſe ordain them. I know no Principles 


of Presbyterians and of the Church of Scotland, but 
what are founded on the Word of God: An Article 
of Faith, muſt be either expreſly ſet down in the 


Scripture, or deduced from it by a good and neceſſa- 
ry conſequence: For I ever thought it inconfiſtent with 


good Divinity, to make any Thing an Article of 


Faith, which is not founded on a divine Revelation : 
And here I ingeniouſly profeſs, that I have ſearched 


the Scriptures of Truth, and the beſt Commentators 
upon them, and the beſt Writers on this Subject, and 


et after all cannot fix on any one Text of Scripture on 
which I can build my Belief, that the People have a 


Right to elect their own Paſtors, by a decifive Suf- | 
frage: And if any would be ſo kind as ſhew it, 1 


ſhould not fail to make them grateful Acknowledge- 


ments of my Obligations to them. ö 


There are many famous and celebrated Divines of 


the Presbyterian Stamp, who have been much in the 


ſame Cale with me. The learned Mareſius Profeſſor 
of Theology at Groningen, Syſt. Theol. Loc. 15. 5+ 
64. Not. Sed quod nihil ſatis exprefſe cuſtet in ſcrip · 
turis de Jure et modo olectionis, ut ds eo certa, con- 
ftans et univerſalis regula poſſit profont et conſtitui, 
i. e. There is nothing ſo, expreſly recorded in 


SGcripture concerning the Right and Manner of Elec- 

tion, as that a certain, cenſtant and univerfal Rule 
ean be propoſed or eſtabliſhed. Vitringa de Syn. 
Vet. Par. iſt. Lil. 3. Cap. 14. p. $29. Ex Hiſtoria 
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3 guitew Novi Taſtamenti et Paulinis Epiſtolis, clave 
Jatis conſtat, Apoſtolos aut vi ros Apoſtolicos, cuique 
Eeclefie ſuog deſignaſſè et Elegiſſ' Paſtores, eoſque per 
manuum impoſitionem ordinaſſe, et novo muneri ſuo 
2natiguraſſe: Sed nomina Eligendorum ab Apoſtolis, 
eccleſiæ fuiſſe propoſita ab eadem approbanda vel im- 
 Probanaa haud eque liquet, nec ullo ex arguments 
 cerio atque idoneo colligas. i. e. "Tis abundantly evi- 
dent from the Hiſtory of the New Teſtament and 
Paul's-Epiſtles, that the Apoſtles and A poſtolical 
Men, did defign and ele& Paſtors to the ſeveral 
Churches, and did ordain and inſtal them in'their Of- 
fice : But it is not ſo plain, that the Names of thoſe 
who were to be elected, were to be propoſed to the 
Church, either to be approven or diſapproven, nei- 
ther can you gather it from any certain or plauſible 
Argument. | ö * 
lf theſe eminent Profeſſors of Divinity could find no 
ſuch Thing in the New Teſtament, as that the Right 
of Election did belong to the People, and if Vitringa, 
one of the firſt Rank for Learning, had ground to aſ- 
ſert that the Apoſtles and A poſtolical Men, did. 
chuſe and elect Paſtors to the ſeveral Churches, and 
that they did not ſo much as preſent them to the 
People for their i { or Diſapprobation, 1 
will be tolerated and born with for declaring, that af- 
ter a ſerious and conſcientious Inquiry, the Right of 
Election belongs ſtill to the Church Repreſentative 
or the Presbytery; it being reaſonable » 
that ſuch an Aſſembly has more Learning, Wifdom 
and Prudence, than a Congregation of illiterate Per- 
| ſons, and are more able to judge of the Abilities and 
| Qualifications of Perſons for the Miniſtry; an EleQi- 
on that is made with Judgment and Knowledge is 
ſurely to be preferred: And whether I bave Grounde 
ſufficient to make me think after this Manner, I ſub- e 
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cording to this plan, I ſhall proceed in this ſmall 
rr . 


635 
The Method I obſerved in this Inquiry after Truth 
was I. To know if this is a Presbyterian Principle, s 
Principle of the Church of Scozland, that the Right 
of Election belongs to the People, II. I next conſi- 
dered with my ſelf, how neceſſary it is for the Diſco- 
very of Truth, that the queſtion be. accurately ſtated 


to prevent Confuſion and Miſtakes. And, III. I gave 


cloſe Application to the Examination of the Argu- 
ments brought from Scripture for provin the Peoples 
Right, but found that they rather eſtabliſhed that of 
the Church Repreſentative. IV. I went on in m 

Inquiry to know how Matters ſtood with the Primi- 
tive Chriſtian Church, after the cloſing of the Canon 


of the New Teſtament: which I found to be fo con- 


fuſed and inconſiſtent, that I could not much depend 
on their Conduct and Management. And, Zaſtly, 1 
laboured much to know what the Proteſtant Churches 
after the Reformation maintained in this Matter, 


but could not find any conſtant and univerſal Rule 


laid down, concerning the Right and Manner of 
Eleftion, as Mareſius expreſſed it, loc. cit. Ac- 


Ker. 


IX this Section, 1 ſhall give « fair and candid Re- 


preſentation of what I could learn to have been 
the mind of our Church from the moſt autheftick 


Vouchers. And firſt in the Book of common Order, 


or the Order of the Eugliſo Church of Geneva, where- 
of John Knox was Miniſter: which was indeed ap- 
2 by the learned John Caltin, and ſeems to 
ave been, received. and uſed by the Church for « 

Mort time ; There it is ſaid; Chap. 1. Art. z. of the 
Nannen of the Hlection of the Paſtors and Miniſters, 
The Miniſters and Elders at fuch Time as there 
* wanteth a Miniſter, aſſemble the whole Congre- 
** gation, exhorting them to adviſe and confider who 

Sr Sa 4 may 
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there be choice, the Church appoints two or three 


* 


„ 
* may beſt ſerve in their Room and Office: And if 


« upon ſome certain Day to be examined by the Mi- 


5 


4 niſters and Elders. —— And they whoſe Gifts 
* they found moſt meet and profitable for the Mi- 


* niftry. —— Then the Miniſter that is to preach, 
« preſenteth him to the Church, (id eſt, acquaints 
« them that he is moſt meet of the three) and then 


Afternoon the Sermon being ended, the Miniſter 
„ exhorteth them to the Election. —— And after 


«© the Election is over —— he is appointed Mini- 


« fer,” Here there is no Principle aſſerted, nor any 


Scripture Proof adduced: Here we have a Regu- 


lation made by the Compoſer or Compoſers of that 


Book of Order, which obtained for a little Time: 
But it was never (for what I can learn) approven 


of by any Act of Aſſembly. This Order they 
judged to be the beſt Expedient in the then State of 
the Church : But it. does not allow the People a free 
Choice, it reſtricts them to one they think beſt qua- 


lified; they firſt take him under Trials, then pre- 
ſent him to the People, and exhort them to the 
Election of him: But if a Presbytery ſhould act 


ſuch a Part in the preſent State of the Church, they 
told, ye take roo much upon you, you Sons of Levi 


Next in order, I peruſed the firft Book of Diſ- 
cipline, and there it is expreſly ſaid, Chap. 4. 6 2. 
* That it appertaineth to the People and to every ſe- 


* yeral Congregation to ele their Miniſter,” And 
©{F 4. If his Doctrine be found wholeſome and able 
* to inſtruct the Simple; and if the Church juſtly 


* can. reprehend nothing in his Life, Doctrine or Ut- 


* terance, then we judge the Church which before 


* was deſtitute, unreaſonable if they refuſe him whom 


(the Church did offer, and that they ſhould be com- 
| © pelled by the Cenſure of the Council and Church 


to receive the Perſon appointed and approved - by” 


the Judgmeat of the Godly and Learned, Oc. 


This 


* 


x 
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© This is altogether to be avoided, that any Man be 


© violently intruded or thruſt in upon any Congrega- 


tion ;. but this Liberty muſt be reſerved to every ſe- 


© veral Church to have their Votes and Suffrages in 


Election of their Minifters : But violent Intrufion we 
© call not, when the Council of the Church, in the 


Fear of God, and for the Salvation of the People, 
* offereth to them a ſufficient Man to inſtruct them, 
* whom they ſhall not be forced to admit before Exa- 


© mination.” I was not a little ſurprized- at theſe laſt 


Words, for they clearly inſinuate that if the Council, 
of the Church (i. e. the Presbytery, or Miniſters and 
Elders in the Neighbourhood) ſhall; in the Fear of 


God, and for the Salvation of the People, offer to 
them a ſufficient Man that is examined by them, 

the People may be obliged to receive and admit that 
Perſon; this they ſay is no violent Intruſion. But 
how does this agree with their Aſſertion, that the 


People muſt have their Votes and Suffrages in the 


Election of their Miniſters? This Inconfiſtency may 


probably be one of the Reaſons that this Book met 
with great Oppoſition afterwards in this Church: 


To me it appears that they eſteemed that only to be 
a violent Intruſion, when the Patron fixed a Perſon in 
& Pariſh, without undergoing the Trial and Exami- 
nation of the Council of the Church. This firſt Boo 


of Diſcipline was never authorized by any Act of 


Aſſembly, and ſome who had ſubſcribed it thought 
themſelves obliged upon better Information to with- 
draw their Subſcriptions: And the Aſſembly, anno 


1563, had weighty Reaſons to appoint a Committee 
of learned Perſons, Mr. George Buchanan being of 


the Number, to reviſe the ſaid Book, conſider dili- 
gently the Contents thereof, ſet down their Judgment 
in Writ, and report the ſame to the next Aſſembly. 
Mr. Calderwood ſays in his Hiſtory, I find no Report 
made to the next Aﬀembly.* The Reaſon probably 


might be, that they began quickly to think upon pre- 
paring a new Book of Diſcipline, which ſhould bs 


— 


more 


— 
* 


of the chie 
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more taking. There were ſeveral Things very ex. 


ceptionable in the firſt Book of Diſcipline, which ma 


the reviſing of it neceflary : It is for dropping the 


Ceremony of Impofition of Hands in Ordination:; for 


it is ſaid, chap. 4. 6 10. © Other Ceremonies than the 


* publick Approbation of the People, and Declaration 
F Miniſter, that the Perſon there preſented 
is appointed to ſerve the Church, we cannot approve : 


For albeit the 23 uſed Impoſition of Hands, 


© yet ſeeing the Miracle is ceaſed, the uſing of the 


_* Ceremony we judge not neceſſary. Here they erred, 


for tho* this Rite is not neceſſary or eflential to Or- 
dination, yet it ought to be retained, and the Uſe 
of it is to be approven*; and therefore I find that the 


2d Book of Diſcipline, chap. z. G 6. determines 


that it ſhould be uſed. There it is ſaid, *'That Ordi- 
nation is the Separation and ſanctifying of the Per- 


ſon appointed to God and his Kirk after he be well 


tried and found qualified: The Cererhonies of Or- 
dination are Faffing, earneſt Prayer and Impoſition 

* of Hands.“ And the W Aſſembly, con- 
cerning the doctrinal Part of Ordination, Prop. 4. 
lays down this Aſſertion, That every Miniſter of the 


* Word is to be ordained by Impoſition of Hands 
and Prayer, with Faſting.” Further it ſcems, that 


the firſt Book of Diſcezpline needed to be amended, 


as to this Head. of the Election of Miniſters : For in 
the ſecond Book of Diſcipline, chap. 3. 5 4. The 
Election of a Miniſter is thus defined 5 The 
* chooſing out of a Perſon or Perſons to the Office 
that vaikes by the Judgment of the Elderſhip (r. e. 


* of the Presbytery, as appears afterwards) and Con- 
© ſent of the Congregation, to whom the Perſon or 
© Perſons ſhall be appointed.“ The firſt Book of 


Diſcipline determined, that the Election muſt be 


by the Votes and Suffrages of the People; but the 


ſecond Book determines that the Election muſt be 
by the Judgment of the Elderſhip. The People in- 
deed are to give their Conſent to the Election, but 


B 2 | they >. 
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they allow them not a proper decifive Voice, as is 
evident from chap. J. C 1. The Power of the 
Election of them, who bear Eccleſiaſtical Charges, 
: e to this Kind of Aſſembly (7. e. the Elder- 


1 


ip or Presbytery as the following Words ſhow) 


* within, their own Bounds, being well ere&ed and 
* conſtituted of many Paſtors and Elders of ſufficient 
* Ability.” It being ſo, I wondered exceedingly to 
find the Author of the Right of Patronages con- 
ſidered aſſerting, Page 7th, * That the firſt and ſecond 
Book of Diſciplines intirely agree in that of the 
Election and Calling of Miniſters ; for ſince the firſt 
Book ſays it pertains to the People, and the ſecond 
that it pertains to the Elderſhip or Presbytery, they 
muſt intirely differ; in as much as the People and 
the Presbytery are two diſtint Things. Tis true, 
that in chap. 4. 6 4. it is ſaid, That the Election is 
by the Judgment of the Elderſhip and Conſent of 
the Congregation : But beſides what I have offered 
already, to ſhow that this Conſent is not a proper 
deciſive, elective Suffrage ; ſo I now add, that the 
Election was good and valid, though the Congre- 
gation did not give their Conſent. And to ſupport 
me in this, I have the Opinion of very eminent 
Miniſters of this Church. For King James VI. 
having proponed Queſtions to be reſolved at the 
Convention of Eſtates and General Aſſembly ap- 
pointed to be holden at Perth, anno 1597, the Sy- 
nod of Fife, held at Coupar the 8th of February the 
ſaid Year, in which MeM. Andrew and Fames Mel. 
| ils were preſent, conſidering by theſe Queſtions 
the whole Diſcipline and Government of the Kirk 
was called in Doubt, and that theſe Queſtions were 
publiſhed in Print, ordained every Presbytery to 
nominate two of the moſt wiſe and reſolute of their 
Number to meet at St. Andrews to confer and re- 
ſolve on ſolid Anſwers to the Queſtions ; the third 
of which Queſtions is this, Is not the Conſent of the 
* moſt Part of the Flock, and alſo of the Patron, neceſſary 
| . . ” 0" 
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in electing Paſtors? Theſe wiſe reſolute Miniſter ß, 
who were neither afraid of the Wrath of the King, 
nor were Slaves of Popularity, give this Anſwer, - = 
That the Election of Paſtors ſhould. be made. by _ _ © 8 
7 © thoſe who are Paſtors and Doctors law ful ly called, 5 ä 
and who can try the Gifts neceſſarily belonging to 
Paſtors by the Word of God, and to ſuch as are ſo | | 
* choſen (N. B.) the Flock and Patron ought to give 
* their Conſent and Protection.“ A preſent Writer on 
this Subject, I mean the Author of Jus populi di- 
dinum, and of the Queries anent the Overture of the 
laſt Aſſembly, who has his paſtoral Charge, as I am 
informed in the Bounds of one of the Presbyteries 
of the Synod. of Fife, and inherits the Reſoluteneſs - 
of his Anceſtors in Office, and would be eſteemed 
one of the moſt wiſe in that Synod, as inheriting the 
Wiſdom of his Predeceſſors, by his publiſhing a Letter 
to him, ſubſcribed by Nine meſt wil and reſolute Mi- 
niſters in this Church, anent the publiſhing of his Que- 
ries, and ſubſcribing them: I ſay this Author would 
bave given an Anſwer to the King's Query, the per- 
fect Reverſe, after this Manner; The Paſtors and 
Doctors of the Church are by the Word of God to 
try the Gifts of the Perſons, and to preſide in the 
 Eleftion ; but the Right of Election belongs not to 
them, but hen the People have elected, the Paſtors 
of the Church ought to ordain him, and the Patron 
ought to give his Conſent and Protection to the Per 
fon choſen. But I ſhall fortify my Notion and Senſe 
of the ſecond Book of Diſcipline, vis. That the - 
Election was made by the Presbytery, and that the 
People were not proper Electors, but Conſenters to 1 
the Election already made for them. I ſay I ſhall A 
fortify this from a Paſſage in the ſame Book, chap. r 
12. 99. So that none be intruded upon any Congre- 
* gation, either by the Prince or any inferior Perſon, 
* without lawful Election, and the Aﬀent of the 
* People over whom the Perſon is placed, as the 
Practice of the apoſtalical and primitive RIES 
N 5 80 
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good Order craves. Now had the Compoſers of 
is Book thought that the People had been proper 


a 


Hlection and the 4Jent of the People, is to make = 
Election and the Aſſent of the People two diftin 


Things; this plainly fays they are not proper EleQors, 


but that after the Perſon is choſen, he is to be offered 
to the Feople for their Aſſent, 3. e. their Approba- 


tion 3 and from this, as a Hint, it is, that the Act of 


Parliament 1690, and the Act of Aſſembly 173 r, have 
this Clauſe, Where the Election by Heritors and 
Elders is over, that the Perſon elected is to be propoſed 


in the whole Congregation, to be either approven or 


difapproven ; and if there is nothing can be objected 
againſt his Life and Doctrine, the Peeple, according 
to the forementioned Anſwer of the Miniſters of Fife, 


#3220 1597, ought to give their Conſent to ſuch as are 


choſen by the Paſtors. 


What was the Conduct and Management of our 


church, as to the planting of vacant Pariſhes from 
the Year 1578, when the General Aſſembly agreed 


to 2nd approved of the fecond Book of Diſcipline, 4 
till the Year 1649, when Patronages were aboliſhed 


by the Parliament, it will not be judged any imper- 
tineut Digreſſion, if I ſhall briefly ſum it up (for 
this is largely related by the Author of the Rzght 
ef Patronages re- conſidered) after I have mentioned 
the Aſſembly's Reply to the Queen, who thought it 
noways reaſonable to defraud herſelf of the Patro- 

e of the Benefices which ſhe eſteemed to be a 
portion of her Patrimony, and that ſhe was minded 


to retain a good part of the Benefices in her own 
Hands, to ſupport her common Charge; the Aﬀem- 
bly at Edinburgh December 25. 1565, give this An- 
fwer, Our Mind is not that her Majeſty, or any 


«© other 


Electors, and had the Right of giving a decifive 'F 
Voice, they would naturally have exprefled their 
Mind after this Manner ; 1 that none be intruded 
upon any Congregation, without the lawful Election 
Ache People (but to fay as they do) werhout lawful | 
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other Patron of the Realm, ſhould be defrauded 
of the juſt Patrenage 5 but we mean whenſoever 


ö * intendents appointed thereto: And as the Preſen- 


Cos 


© her Majeſty, or any other Patron do preſent any 
* Perſon to a Benefice,that the Perſon preſented would 

* be tried and examined by the Judgment of learned 
* Men of the Kirk, ſuch. as are preſently the Super- 


© tation of Benefices pertain to the Patrons, ſo ought 
« the Collation thereof by Law and Reaſon to apper- 
«tain to the Kirk; of the which Collation the Kirk 
e ſhould not be defrauded more than the Patrons of 
ce the Preſentation ; for otherwiſe, if it ſhall be leĩſome 
to the Patrons abſolutely to preſent whomever they 
* pleaſe, without Trial or Examination, what then 
„ can abide in the Kirk of God, but mere Igno- 
„ rance without all Order.” After this, in tha 
Year 158, the King having reſolved that laick Pa- 

tronages ſhall remain whole, asked the Afﬀembly's 
Advice as to the Form of Preſentations: To which 
they gave this Reply, That it was their Deſire 

* that they may be directed to Presbyteries. The 
Occafion of this was, that Perſons had been violent- , 
ly intruded in the Office of the Miniſtry by Patrons, 

without the Trial and Admiſſion of the Kirk. In 
the Year following the Aſſembly craved with Re- 
ſpe& to Patronages, that Preſentations to Benefices be 
directed to the Presbyteries of the Bounds where the 
Benefice lieth, that by them, after due Trial, the 


F + ans Perſon may be admitted ; alſo that no Pre- 


entat ion be given to any Man with a Blank, there- 
with to make Merchandize, and ſearch who will of. 
fer moſt; but ſuch ſhall be moſt regarded as by Presby- 
teries or Univerſities are recommended to his Majefty 
or laick Patrone. In the Aſſembly 1 586 it is conclud- 
ed lawful to the General Aſſembly to admit a Fa- 
ſtor preſented by the King's 1 In Aſſem- 
bly 1590 it is ordained, © That all Preſenrations be 
« direfted in Time coming to the Presbyrery where 
* the Benefice lieth.“ And to, the ſame Effect a- 


TM C 236 5 | 
nn 1593, with this proviſo, © That the Prethyre- | 
frier be bound and aftrifted to receive and ad- 
mit whatſoever qualified Minifter is preſented by | 
« his Majeſty and laick Perſons :” For this Aſſembly | 
kindly accepted the Act of Parliament 1592, rati- 
fying the Government of the (Hurch and her privi- 
leges, and the ſaid AR of Parliament has the fore- 
faid irritant clauſe. In all theſe mentioned Afem- 
blies, though they 1 under the Yoke, yet b 
their Authority did not attempt to ſhake it off, 
but calmly and wiſely ſubmitted to it, making the 
| beſt of it they could. And the Aſſembly 1642 di- 
rects a Liſt of fix perſons willing to accept (N. .) 
of the Preſentation upon every Occaſion of a Vaca - 
tion of a Kirk, to be ſent up with a blank Pre 
Eutation, to be filled up with one of the L iſt who 
ſhall have moſt Intereſt. Here they offer upon eve - 
ry Occaſion of a Vacancy to ſend a Draught of a 
Preſentation to the Royal Patron, and a Liſt of Can. 
didates, all willing to take the Right to the Stipend 
from him, and they countenance the uſing of En- 
deavours by Intereſt and Friendſhip for the Perſons 
obtaining the Preſentation. If any Thing of the like 
Nature were encourged by this preſent church, what 
Outeries would be raiſed every where againſt her! 
And yet theſe Things are agreed to in an Aſſem - 
bly in the pureſt Times of this church. 3 
I am now arrived at the Lear 1645, when the Aſſem- 
bly of Divines at Veſtminſter offered their humble Ad- 
vice to the Lords and Commons of England aſſembled 
in Parliament, concerning the Ordination of Miniſters; 
in this Advice they propoſe, that the Perſon to be or- 
dained, being either nominated by the People, or other- 
wiſe recommended (I ſuppoſe they mean by a Preſen. 
tation) to the Presbyrery for any place, muſt addreſs 
himſelf to the Presbytery, and bring with him a Te- 
ſtimonial—which being done, the Presbytery is to 
proceed to his Trials, (according to the Method there 
preſcribed) in all which he being approven, is RIS 
* bn | | ent 
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their conſent ; for they y did fa e the * 
culties that Fi calt | 1 zainſt t tho one and th 
other) to ſuc a Man to be t eir b or der 
Wiſe. put in with all Diſcrekion. «nd . what 
Xceptions i Fat oh inſt ne but f 2 
ay ointe ere be no ju ed again 
Thy EY me 18 le g ee heir conſent, .th hen the 


| Presbytery" fk i proce dination. 
1 What Part our i” Ont oners Mrs. Henderſon, Dou- 
„ 9 1 Rutherford, Bazllje and Gilleſpie ated here - 
4 mr now not; but this Advice gives to the People 

| no proper Suffrage nor deciſive Voice, but only a 
” Y Power to nominate a competent N umber, to 
"5 ({F their Canſent and Approbation, or to giye in gs 
© HK Objections, if they hayc any. This Advice was ſent 
1 5 down to Scotlaud that ſame Year, for the Approba- 
mw” tion of the General Aſſembly, and in February roth 


Y they approve the fame, provided, That this Act ap- 
Proving [hall be no Ways prejudicial to rhe diltinf 


e. Miniſters; but that it ſhall be free to debate and 


diſcuſs theſe Points, as God „ ball be Ta to give 


9 furt ber Light : They were * far from declaring 
© their Principle about Right, that they judged them 
to be debateable Points, and owned they: needed 


1646 was as much in the dark and mY etermined; for 
they recommended to the ſeveral Presbyterics and Pro- 
YR N to conſider the Intereſts of parti- 
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77 upon the 


EKigber of Presbyteries and, People, in the calling 


more Light to determine therein; nay, the Aſſembly | 
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culer Congregations in the Calling and Admiſſion of 


Miniſters, with all theſe Queſtions that uſually fall 


out on that Occafion ; and to report their Opinions to 


the next Aſſembly, with ſome fit Overtures for pre- 


venting all Conteſts in that Matter. Here it is owned, 
that the Intereſts of particular Congregations were till 
unfixed, and that perplexing” Queſtions were raiſed 
about them, and they earneſtly wiſh that ſome happy 


| Overtures might be thought on, for preventing Con- 


teſts and allaying Heats, but nothing was done till the 
Year 1649, In this Year the Parliament of Scotland 
having aboliſhed Patronages, the Aſſembly, on the 
24th of July, humbly ſhewed to the high and ho- 


- nourable Court of Parliament, That whereas they 


had ſeen and conſidered the Act of Parliament abo- 
3 Patronages, they did highly commend the 


ety and Zeal of the States of Parliament in pro- | 
moting ſo neceſſary 4 Part of Reformation. The 


Church of Scotland being now eaſed of this Grievance, 
under which ſhe had groaned ever ſince the Refor- 


mation, the National Aſſembly had then a favour- 


able Juncture put in their Hands, to declare the 


Presbyterian Principle, had the Miniſters and Elders 
been in one Mind about it; but all they do, is to a- 
Tree to a Directory for the calling of Miniſters. This 


ſſembly probably conſidered the Seſſion as the Re- 
preſentatives of the Congregation, and this led them to 


place the Right and Power of Election in them. The 


© 


enor of the Akt is as follows, The Presbytery ir to 


gregation on à bertain Day appointed before for that 
yet, who are to conveen and hear Sermon the. fore- 


ſaid Day, 'which being ended, and Tutimation made 
by the Miniſter, that they are to go about rhe Ele(i- 
on of a Paſtor for that Congregation, the Seſſion of 


the Congregation ſhall meet and proceed to the Ele-, 


Aion. —— And if the People ſhall upon the Int ima- 
tion of the' Perſen agreed upon by rhe Seſſion, acqui- 


eſce 


ſend one or more of their Number to the vacant Con- 
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4 ofce and conſent ro the Said Perſon, hen the Preh 
Aytery are to proceed to the Trial of the Perſon thus 


elected; and finding him qualified, to admit him to 
the. Miniſtry in the ſaid Congregation; but if it hab. 
pen that the major Part of. the Congregat ion diſſent 
from the Perſon agreed upon 'by the” Seſtor, in that 
'caſe the Matter ſhall be brought to the Presbyrery,who 
ſhall judge of the ſame: And if they do not find tbeir 
-Difent to be grounded on'canſeleſs Prejudices, they 
are to appoint a nom Election in Manner above ſpe* 
e2fied 3 but af a lar Party of the Seſſion or Congre - 
ation ſhew their diffent from the Bleftion, without 
Exceptions releuant-and verified: to the Presbytery: 


Notwithſtanding thereof, the Presbytery ſball go on 


to the Trials and Ordination of the Perſon elected; 
yet all poſſible Diligence and Zenderneſt muſt be uſed 
to bring all Parties to a harmonious Agreement. 


Here it is | undeniable: that our Church gives th 


Right of Election by Vote and Suffrage to the BI 


derſhiꝑ of the vacunt Congregation. 80 that if a leſs. 


ſer Part either of tlib Seffion or Congregation ſhall 
diſſent without giving relevant Exceptions and verify- 
ing them, the Presbytery is to proceed to the Ordi- 
nation. Nay, by this Directory, the Presbytery is to 
go on to it, even when the major Part diſſents upon 
cauſeleſs Prejudices. Here the Author of jus populi, 
Pag. 84, 85, 86. ſince he cannot refuſe that this 
Aſſembly takes the Right of Election from the Peo- 
ple, and gives it to the Seſſion, comforts himſelf 
with this, that by that Directory the major Part of 


the People have a Negative upon the Seſſion; for un- 


leſs the Majority conſented to the Perſon choſen, 
there was to be no Settlement, no proceeding to Or- 
dination; And this is what he attempts to make out, 
firſt from Mr. G illaſpies Miſe. Queſt. Page 27, 28. 
where, in anſwering the Objection, That People may 


not diflent from the Perſon choſen, without object- 


ing ſomewhat againſt his Doctrine or Life; He ſays, 
"og? | 6 4 © That 
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their Conſciences, and are not called to an Account 
© for a Reafon of 8 * 8 
the Eldeerſſrip ie à fice Vote, Io. is the Cangrog- 
Fe tion's Conſent a: free Conſent, and the Objection 
* holdeth no mare againſt the latter than the former?” 
To this I reply, that a Congregation's conſent᷑ niuſt be 
free, and that they haue Liberty, all Mauner of D- 
berty, to enter their diſſent from the. Perſon choſen, for 
their mn Ex ration bat then; fachr@ Diſſent not 
to be regarded but here it is enfor ted ich relevant 
Exceptions, and the ſanie vexiſied aga ihſt hisDoRride 
or Life; for it is not enough for the majbr pit to f 
we are the Majority, we: ere not ſos this Mak, he n 
not our choice, we enter dur diſſent ; (br if cis was to 
be ſuſtained, the:Affemblyis Directory would be nd 
Rule at all, but Humour and! Obſt inacy, Ignorante 
and Nonſenſe; puſſton and: phide, and I don't: know 
what, muſt have the Aſfcendddt;:bear the Sway; and 
rule all. And this is to eſtabliſli : the moſt ridiculous 
and abſolute Negative that ever was heard of; and the 
power of electing given to the Seffion by the Directo- 
ry, would be very precarious and uſeleſs, and no 
power at all, a power that can dd nothing, an 3 
gnd inſigniſicant Name. In Oppoſition to the Autho- 
rity of this learned Divine, 1 muſt repeat the Anſwer 
of eight Miniſters who were the moſt wiſe of the Sy- 
nod of Fyfe, which I have already: mentioned, That 
the Flock ought to give their Conſent to ſuch as are 
| * choſen by Paſtors and Doctors Iawfully called, wW -o 
* can try their Gifts by the Word of God.“ The 
Author of Ju populi adds from Mr. G#llz/ſpiz;, 
Though nothing be objected againſt the» Man's 
Doctrine or Life, yet if the People defire 'anothes /f, 
better, or as well qualified; | by whom: they find | 
* themſelves more edified than rn other; Thas 
is a Reaſon ſufficient, if a Reafon muft be . = 


8 . 


— > 74 - 5 — 25 7 
LE ISI OT" LES ot et L ** Be.” n * 
CEC Sn ee ets ]ꝗ 2 TE aac ons jt og 25 - 


e 
8 


enen 


1 


"0 


1 C 21 9 
* 21. | Pankwdi that is 4 ſulfcient Reſon; why they 
ro nr theit Conſent 5 and if hey Sledſe they my 
their ee, Diineration, give their Dillent for 
Redfon: But it the Biſſent pf the NMIajorit 
of the Partfh- is founded of no other eee "Bur thi 
Hat they pretend they är rhore edified by anothe! 
Perſon, avid chat _— the ity have 4 Negative 
ober the Seſfon. By tHib-Reafonin! thi Ki have 
Negative over 05 knee Alf r here the 
Majority ts both Tadge'': 115 udge of the 
Fresbyce ry . Judges, = tag” ax. auchori- 
ative fildging'sf che Qudiffications of + 
= the Miniſtry, , Which by all Presbyteriang has. ever 
been nekavwled to 0 the 8 hs Ri 
No dowbe the ay udgmer , 
of 2 — . e FU Fries dab but When 
„ muff the authoritative 
Tuday Judd 52 bo t ples Judgment 5 Difcre- 
ton? Mult all be 8 1 the Dax of the = 
lar Tribunal? And aueh at be the ernier Re» 


ative by their Majority, and the presbytery ou 
not pay to the dare Rog 85 As over 


Gicatorips,) the P | Synod and National Af 
_—_— 60 3 5 "hey need 628 ft appeal either from Seffioh or 
presby teryytheir Neggtive is ufficient ; And thus pres. 
byterian Government, for Redreſs and a Sybordinatioti 

* Courts, is overthrown at once, and the Majority 
of the people are the fupreme Court under Heaven: 
Ix i is certain, that ; prbtence of being more ed ifyed 
atotbef, has been often the Scog, whereby they 


ion : mrs, be A c eng Bin ain Ma 
telligent 4 ift than 
| 2 gelte Fins Rat 8 1 the learned 
Mr 80 © be been alive, when the Aſſembly frame 

' DireCtofy,” he had been probably of their Mint 
r it — fays, That ke part hill E 


2 And fur it is, Tf the eople have che Ne. 


and 1 —— it over the f ſuperior Ju- 


covered their Sroundleſs and unreaſonable Oops 5 
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without Exceptions relevant and verified, - the Pre- ; 
bytery ſhall notwithſtanding go on to the Ordination. 

Can there be any Thing more plain, than that this 
overthrows the whole of Mr. Gilleſpies Reaſoning? 
Does not the Aſſembly poſitively determine that Rea- 
ſons muſt be given? And then as to the Majority, 
muſt their Diſſent without relevant Exceptions made 
and verifyed, have the Value of a Negative? Is not 
this to-overthrow all Order and Government, and to 
turn all into confuſion and diſorder ? If the Majority, 
purely becauſe they are the Majority, and for no-other 
Reaſon, ſhall decide this Matter, then Nonſenſe and 
Ignorance, Force and Violence muſt rule the, World 
and the Church. Theſe Things I have advanced: will 

anſwer the Reaſoning advanced by the Author of the 
Jus populi. He ſays, loc. car. That the Agembly 1649 
never meant, that unleſs the major part of the Con- 
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gregation could give veleyuant Exceptions. againſt the 
Man's Life or Doftrine, the Presbyrery. might gs 
on in the Settlement; for ſays he, 7 ar alear ar 
two and three make five, that the -Aſembly. gntends | 
ſome other Sort of Objeftions ſhould be adduced by.the 
leſſer part to ſtop the Settlement than war required 


from the greater, otherwiſe they neither knew what 
they ſaid, nor whereof they affirmeg. The Import and 
Senſe of this Reaſoning, if the Reverend Author knows 
what he ſays or affirms, muſt be at leaſt, that when the 
major part diſſents, they muſt give ſome. ObjeQion or 
other; and if fo, how will he agree with Mr. Gzleſpie, 
who thinks the major part needs give no Object ion at ; 
all. This Reaſoning alſo imports, that leſs material and 
momentuous Objections made by the Majority, ſhould 
ſtop the Pregbytery's proceeding to Ordination, , which 
when made by the Minority, cannot do it. But this 
cannot comprehend, upleſs that this Majority adds 4 
greater Force of Reaſon to the Objection, and makes 
the Objefion-.to have more of Reaſon in it; but an 
Objection is equally ſtrong and reaſonable, whether they 
be few or many that make it. Again the Directory 
| | | : | | 1 
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in my Opinion is exactly calculated, to ſhow, that the 
Presbytery is to proceed to the Ordination, unleſs the 
Majority give ſufficient Reaſons to the contrary, forit 
expreſly 1g af t . 
diffent of the Majority, and of their Prejudices, and if 
they do not find them to becauſcleſs, they are toappoint 
a new Election, but if they are cauſeleſs, not well groun- 
ded, if there is nothing objected and verified either 
againſt his Life or Doctrine, and if the Presbytery finds 
that the Perſon elected is comparatively fit for the 
Conpregation; will any of common Underſtanding ſay, 
that it was the Intention of the Directory to give the 
Majority a Negative upon the Presbytery, that the 

cannot proceed to the Settlement? The Reader will 
pardon this digreflion, which has a little interrupted 


the Reſtoration the Act of Parliament 1649 dit- 


reſenting Miniſters acclaimed by Patrons being again 
Jiſchar ed after the late happy Revolution, Auno 
1690, Parliament Villiam and Mary, S. 1. Act 23. 
and the Wiſdom of the Nation conſidering that Heris 
tors in landward, and Magiſtrates with their Town 
council in Burghs, are the moſt laſting as well as the 
moſt intelligent and conſiderable Heads of Families, 
on whoſe Satisfaction the comfortable living of Mini- 
ters may much depend, and likewiſe that it was too 
great a power to be lodged in Kirk-ſeffions to chooſe 
and elet Minifters for Pariſhes and Burghs, they by 


* 


their Act foreſaid, declared that Heritors, Magiſtrates, 
Town council and Elders ſhould have the Right 

Election: The Act ordains the Calling of Miniſters 
to be by the Heritors of the Pariſh (being Proteſtants] 
and the Elders, and theſe called, to be propoſed to 


for Reaſons to be cognoſced by the Presbytery, 
whoſe determination the Calling and Entry of a Mini- 
ſer is to be ordered and concluded. But prejudice 
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ays, That the i to judge of tho 


the hiſtorical relation. I ſhall now go on with it. After 


charging Patronages was reſcinded by the firſt Parlia- 
ment of King Charles the ſecond 3 but this Right of 


the Congregation, who are to approve or diſapprove, 


; x -. ates , 
we — . " Io : by 
8 "EVE * IV” + ver 
So) og TE. oe * 
hin N > 
— | * "IS 7 4 
* 8 1 „ fo ad. 28 


. 
always of che calling of Miniſtere to Royal Burghs, 
in Uſe before the ago 1660 ; and Le ry hy. 46 
Pariſh is in landward, that the Call be by the W. 
Arates, Town-council, Kirk-ſefſion and ihe e 
This Law was framed by the ae en pe beſt F riends 

of this . Churc many of whom. | id been n 
great Sufferers for their "Attach bment to the Freabyre e- 
rian Intereſt : And before i fey was paſſed by I he Parley þ 


ment, the eldeſt and the moſt 2 1enc iniſters 
that were alive after the Revolution, were: viſed about i 
It, and gave the ir good Aﬀiſtance in the Fam ing of it. 
And it being univerſally approven of at that Time, all 
the Judicatories of this. Church did FOR xl their 
conduct and procedure j in the calling of e hee, and 
plantingor Oh Ch urches by.this Rule; and it ha as muc 

orce, às if it had been eftabliſhed by 35 A 
cal Canon: And neither Minifters nor were 
Heard ro complain of the Adminiſtre 0 Church | 
| Judicatories according to this Method fro ram; the Tear 
1690 to the Tear 1712. 

In this Year, which was the tenthear of the} aig 
of Queen Anne, Patronages were again reſtored 
Actof the Brirzſb Parliament, i in the follow Words 
Therefore the Right 0 Parrons to the P ee, 
20 Churches and Benefices, is renewed and confirmed, 
and they are to Preſent a qualified 2 o the 
8 of vhich they are "arrons, and the Pref 

rery ſhall be obliged io admit ſuob qualified Fer. 
— Preſented, as the Henſuns before 54 making of 
zhis Act ought to have been admitted. 2 2 Law 
che Act of Parliament 1690 was repealed, Aber | 
fince there bave been great Diviſions in Chu i 
dicatories about the ordering and concluding the 
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try of Miniſters into pariſhes: And there being 20 5 
uniform ſettled Methods obſerved by bers aug by | 
Courts, contrary Sentences have, to the great Scands V 
of Religion, been paſſed by t the ſame courts in Settfe- 1 


ments, where the cauſes 1 a and. unticely 
regia. 4 The 
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their 
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2 The laſt Aſſembly laying this fore Evil to Heart, 


ade an Act and Overture concerning the Method 


Pf planting vacant churches, almoſt in the Words of 


he AR of Parliament 1690, being thereto moved 


From the univerſal Acceptance. of the ſaid Law, for 5 


he Space of two and twenty Years, hoping, that it 


port that is to be made to the next Aſſembly from 


Ehe ſeveral Pre chyteries of this Church. 


By this hiſtorical Relation it will appear, that I 
have been at due pains to know if this church has 
declared by any Deed of theirs a principle concern- 


ing the Right of Election of Miniſters, and having 


turned over the proper Vouchers, I cannot find they 
have any fixed ſettled principal about it: I have 
diſcovered that they have made ng b. Regulations 


and Directories about thee calling and chuſing of 


Miniſters from Time to Time. Firſt of all it was 
ſaid to appertain to the people, and every ſeveral 
congregation, in the firſt Book of Diſcipline: After- 


wards that this power belongs to the presbyterial 


Elderſhip, erected and conſtituted of many Paſtors 
and Elders of ſufficient Ability, according to the ſe- 
cond Book of Diſcipline. 
church puts it into the Hands of the ſeffional Elder- 
ſhip; neither in the Congregation nor Presbytery, but 


in the Seſſion of the Congregation, according to the 


Directory 1649. And laſt of all by the Act of the 
Lit Aſſembly, it is put in the Hands of the Heri- 


tors, Magiſtrates, Town-councellors and Elders, as 
the Pariſhes are conſtitute. 
| theſe Methods that has been long reſted in, with- 
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out ſtrong Attempts, and mighty Efforts for an Al- 
teration. And I cannot be brought to think, that 
theſe different Deeds of the Church in the diſtinct 
periods mentioned, are ſo many Deslarations of the 


Freſsbyterian Principles, or Aſſertions of an Article 


ef Faith about the Right of the Election of a Mi- 
| | | DD 7 niſter. 


Prould now take, and give Satisfaction to all: But 
Fhether it will be fo, will be known by the Ret 


At another Time, the 


There is not any one of 
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* mitive Kirk, and good Order craves.” Now here 


| Aſſent of the people: For had they thought that the 


tion in the 5 Now here the compoſers 
to declare a principle; for they alledge the practiſe 
good Order requires it. Nothing like t 


"Ted for any of the other three Accounts, as to the 
Right of Election; it is true they do, not cite or 


4+. 1 
niſter. Shall it be ſaid the church of Scotland is fo 
fickle and wavering, as to change her principle ſo 
often as four ſeveral Times! Whether ſhall I main- 
tain and believe with the firſt Book of Diſcipline, 
anno 156c, or with the ſecond Book of Diſcipline, 
anno 1578, or with the Directory, anno 1649, or 
with the AQ and Overture of the Aſſembly 17312 
„ That which J think bids faireſt for the declaration 
of a Principle about the Right and Power of Electi- 
on is what is laid down in the ſecond Book of Diſ- 
cipline, chap. vii. 6 15. Tke power of the Election 
* of them who bear Ecclefiaſtical Charges, pertaing 
* to this kind of Aſſembly (i. e. He Presbyterzal El- 
* derſhip) within their own Bounds being well erect- 
e ed and conſtitute of many Elders of ſufficient Abi- 
% lity.” And chap. xii. 0 9. 80 that none be in 
* truded upon any Congregation, either by the Prince 
or any inferiour perſon, without lawful Election and 
* Afﬀent of the people over whom the perſon is 
* placed, as the practice of the apoſtolical and pri- 


I defire what I have ſaid fully on this Head page 
— may be duly attended to; for here there. is 4 
DiftinRtion made betwixt lawful Election and the 


people had a Right to elect, they would have na- 
turally been led to expreſs themſelves thus, So that 
© none be intruded upon any congregation without the 
lawful Election of the people: But had this been the 
Meaning, then they had contradicted what they ſaid, 
chap. vii. $ 13. where they put the Right of Elee- 
of the ſecond Book of Diſcipline, I ſay, ſeem to me 
of the apoſtolical and primitive Kirk as a good 
Ground and Foundation of it, and my add, that 


refer 


tefer to any paſſage of the New Teſtament, eviden- 

IT cing that this was the practice of the apoſtolical 

and primitive Kirk, hat the Preſbytery did elet 

Miniſters for the churches; OY thought was 

well enough known from the Acts of the Apoſtles, 5 

or | and Epiſtles of Paul; and this I hope to make out | 

= afterwards, when I come to the third Thing intend- 5 

an ed in this Treatiſe: This confideratign abundantly Ke 

11. ſhows, that this was r of the compoſers „ 

-- of this Book ; but I think it was alſo the principle | 4 

of the Approvers of it; for this Book had the Ap- — 1 

ins 4 N of the General flembly I 578, (which the | J 
FF firſt Book of Diſcipline never had) nay, Mr. Calder- 

g. wood acquaints us, 4770 1581, that it was agreed up- 
on in Affemblies after ſundry Conferences, and often 
Diſputation and Reaſoning in many Aſſemblies, and 
after great pains bad been taken in framing it. And 

to all this I add, that it was ſworn to in the Na+ 

: M8 770741 Covenant, which adds a confiderable Regard 
to what is contained in that Book of Diſcipline. z 
ſaid above, that it does not appear, that this church 


JE bas a fixed principle plainly declared anent the ENS 47 
: | Right of Election; for if what I have advanced | A 
from the ſecond Book of Diſcipline is that principle, 5 © 
FT I am forty that the church has ſo long departed ” 0 

from it. OT N e 5 
it JJ Lee . 
Inno come to the ſecond Part of my Under: 

1 taking, which is to ſtate the Queſtion aright. In _ « 
the Purſuit of my Studies on this or any other con- SD 7 
 \X trroverted Subject, this was my firſt Care, after I had 5 I 
5 &F implored the Divine Conduct and Affiſtance for find 
2 ing out Truth, that I might not fall into Blunders 
. X and Miſtakes my ſelf, nor oppoſe or fight againſt that BY 
t which is not maintained by others, and that I might Ag _ 
cut off the common 88 90 of Adverſaries, and top. _ | _— 
= So ee oo, __. . 


Fd 


CW 


up theſe little lurking Holes they generally run to, 


and in which they are wont to earth themſelves. . 8 


Some learned and godly Presbyterian Divines, ae 
to this Subject, have maintained that the Right of 
the Election of Miniſters to vacant Churches, by a 
deciſive Suffrage, belongs to the Church Repreſenta- 
tive, (but are not agreed whether this is the Presby- 
tery or the Kirk ſeſſion ;) but then they ſeem to hold, 
that if the major Part of a Congregation enter their 
Diſſent from the Election, the Presbytery may not 
proceed to the Ordination, but the Majority has the 


Negative. Here J agree with ſuch as place the Right 


of Election in the Church Repreſentative, meaning 
thereby the Presbytery, but as yet cannot come their 
Length, that the Majority of the Congregation have 
2 Negative over them: Por I think, if the proper E- 
lectors chuſe, and if their Right to doſo be good, the | 
Majority or Multitude who have no Right to elect 
cannot have a Negative upon them. The learned 
Mr. GzUeſpie Miſc. Queſt. p. 8. if we conſider the 
Subject in this View, has ſaid more in a few Words | 
than all have done who maintain the fame Sentiments | 
that he does: He ſays, 1. The Queſtion is not, Whe- 
ther the whole collective Body of the Church ought | 
to be aſſembled, and their Voices ſeverally asked in 
Elections, but the repreſentative Body of the Church? 
Nor 2. Whether the Conſent of the People to the 
Admiſſion of a Paſtor is to be ſought or wiſhed for? 
It being generally acknowledged by all, and denied 
Aby none, that it is better to enter with the Peoples 
Conſent than againſt it. Nor 3. Whether Liberty 
© ought to be granted to the whole Congregation, or 
any Members thereof, to object againſt the Man's 
* Life or Doctrine, or againſt his Qualifications for 
* ſuch a particular Charge? For it is certain, that not 
* only the Congregation, but thoſe who know any juſt 
© Imp::diment againſt his Admiſſion, have Place to ob- 
jekt the ſame. Nor 4. Whether the Churches Li- 
* berty of Conſent be inconſiſtent with, and deſtrutive 
i | | _  Unta 
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* unto the Presbytery's Power of Examination and Or- 
dination? For theſe may ſtand together. But the 
* Queſtion is, Whether it be neceflarily required to the 
right Vocation of a Paſtor, that he be freely elected 
bye the Votes of the Elderſhip' (this is whgt he had 


called the · repreſentative Body of the Church, bur 


whether ke underſtands thereby the Presbytery or the 


Kirk - ſeſſion, I do not remember particularly if he de- 


clares this) and with the Conſent tacite or expreſs 
* of the major or better Part of the Congregation, ſo 
© that he be not obtruded renitente & contradicente 


© eccleſia? And Þ. 24. Neither in Point of Election do 


* we homologate with them who give to the collective 


Body of the Church' (Women and Children under 


Age only excepted) the Power of decifive Vote and 
© Suffrage in Elections, ſo that they carry along with 
them the Conſent of the major or better Part of the 
© Congregation.* Thus he diſtinguiſheth between E- 


lect ion and Conſent, and aſcribes Election to the repre- 


ſentative Body of the Church or the Elderſhip, and a 


Liberty of conſenting to the collective Body; but 


whether of the major or better Part, he leaves unde- 
terinined; either would pleaſe him, and he would 
be ſatisfied with a tacit Conſent; all that he defired 
was, that by the deciſive Election of the fepreſenta- 
tive Body of the Church, a Perſon might not be ob- 
truded renitente & contradiceute ecoleſia, i. e. the 
collective Church not oppoſing and ſtriving againſt the 
Settlement; which Oppoſition ſurely was not to pro- 


ceed from Humour or cauſeleſs Prejudices, but ſolid 


Grounds and relevant Exceptions, otherwiſe a de- 
cifive Right of Election in the Elderſhip or Churchy 
repreſentative can be of no Uſe or Signification : This 
 Refiftance and Oppoſition: needs very much to be 
qualified; for Inſtance, it has been known, that the 
Body and Majority of a People have been at the firſt 
for a Perſon to be their Miniſter, but whenever they 
began to ſmell out that he had taken the Oath of Ab- 
Juration, or been the Scholar of ſuch a mes” of 


| 


TC: 


han Galant fo fo gt F 
Divinity, or had accepted a Preſentation, they have 


Settlement. If then theſe or the like Grounds, or 
1 no Reaſon at all for the Oppoſition (as ſome times it 


r tos out) be at the Bottom of it, I think that ſuch 


Refiſtance ſhould no more be regarded, than the Op: 
f r made by a Madman to. a Phyfician that 18 
LIE: a for bi Care. © 


F 


or the Members of a Chriſtiaf Congregation are 


Principle, a Reformation Principle, a Principle of the 


Gat the People have undoubtedly a Right to ele& 
their own Paſtors by a deciſive Suffrage and Vote 
| 


and that they cannot transfer this Right by any Deed 
of theirs to others who' may repreſent them or act in 
_ their Name, but that it muſt be Immediately ex 
7 70 by themſelves; and finally, that this is necel- 
ary to make a paſtoral Relation between the Mint. 
fters and ſuch Congregations and parochial Churche it 
being a Marriage-like 


4 4 4 


Aut or of Jur populi divinum, and of the Queries 


| ke contends to be of the ſame principle with' hiniſelf 


#F'\ 
fo | % tte Author of the Right of Patronages conſidered 3 
Oe , this is alſo with the higheſt Afurance aflerted 9294 
| ) | woe? by many in Church Judicatories ; for their flam- 
3% if ing Zeal animates them to give a faithful Teſtimony 
to the Truth. 3333 ! 
Now in my Inquiry concerning the State of this 


„ 
* : 


i 

0 

ö this 
Ed | r 
A © 1 ede that have a Right to elect by a decifive Suf- 
the Pen of ſome Writers, the one Half of the People 


1 are ſcored out. Mr. Galleſpie denies the Liberty of 


, Queſt. Þ- 24, and Mr. 
Rs Park, againſt Patronages, P. 22. ſays, * That = 
| e | Wor 


„ 


made the greateſt Refiltance and Oppotition to his 
e 


But there are others who maintain, That the People 
the only proper Electors, that this is a Presbyterian 


Church of Scotland founded on the Word of God, 


& | Relation; for this, I vouch the | 
4.48 | > Sake 33 ) 42 4 : T4 o: | 9 2 1 ; Ts * 1 
8 upon the Overture of the laſt Aſſembly, and thoſe 


h m ie mentions often in theſe performances : And 
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; and here I found r. That by one Daſh of 


* 
* 


18 E „„ 
Word of God expreſly diſcharges the Woman to 
6 12 ien of 0 PSY * | 
admitted to any Voice in eccleſiaſtica rs, 
and for this cites 1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35. Let your Womets 
keep Silence in the Churches; for it is nor rmiries 
to hem to ſteak; but are to be under Obedience, as 
alſo ſaith the Law; and the Author of 7 
P. 126,.— 130. they are not to have a Vote, for they are 
the weaker Veſſel, and yet he ſays, Some Women 
* are far more capable, to judge in the Choice of Pa- 
ſtors than many Men'; thus they are ſtronger, and 
theſe, in great Confiſtency with his Argument, mu 


4 


be refuſed a Vete. The Man is the Head of the 


# © 


Woman, 2. e. as he explains it, he is honoured with 


| Privileges above her; and he humbly thinks th. Electi- 


on of Paſtors is one of them; and yet, in great Con- 
liſtency, ſays, That in Chriſt there is neither Male 


3 Fo ; | . , , . 4% 4 oy * 
nor Female': Again, Women are ſaid _ oper the 


* Law to be circumciſed in the Males' (tho the Law 
never uttered ſuch a Blunder)* ſo now in the calling 


their Voices in them” : But to make them ſomeR 0 

of Reparation, he ſays, * They ſhould adviſe their 
© Husbands and others having Power to ele&, and to 

| © beſtir themſelves to the utmoſt (ſure not to Riot 
© and Mobs) to have a faithful wy va Miniſter '{et- 


of 
Goſpel Miniſters, perhaps they may be Grid to . 
Rjod | 


* tled among them.“ Again, tho' he will not give 
them a formal Voice, but thinks it ſufficient. that 
they give their Voices in the Men, yet he is for ask- 
ing their Conſent, as if they could not be reckoned to 
conſent in the Men, as well as to give their Voice in 
them. This is a Sample of the ſtrong and conſiſtes 


Reaſoning of this Writer. . 


* 


all ſuch as are not of our Communion ; for this he hay 
the en of the Act of Aſſembly 1649, vie | 

| Tays That where the Congregation is diſaffected and 
* malignant, in that Caſe the Presbytery is to provid 

* them with a Miniſter'; but the Act of the 117 


L 
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Ce 


2. Under this Head of the People, 1 fin 1 that hy 
Author of the Jus populi excludes from this Right | 


=: oo 
ca 


| „„ ET 
Aſſembly extends it to all Heritors, being Proteſtants; 
and fo had the Act of Parliament 1590 : This they. 
do, becauſe they have ſo much Charity for ſuch Per- 
ſons, that when they invite and call Miniſters to un- 
dertake the Office of Paſtors among. them, and 
. promiſe all dutiful Reſpe& and Encouragement to 
their Perſons, and Subjection to their Miniftry in the. 
Lord ; they look upon them to be fincere in this Pro- 
feſſion. If we are diſappointed' of ſome, a great Re- 
flexion turns upon themſelves, but others we gain by 
this Method. By the Act of Parliament 1697, there 
vas another Reſtriftien laid on Heritors, which pro- 
vides, © That all Heritors voting in the Calling of 
© Miniſters at their Meeting for that Effect, ſhall 
* ſwear the Outh of Allegiance, and ſubſcribe the 
Aſſurance. And the Author of the Queries p. 16. 
ſays, It is well known that theſe of the Epiſcopal 
© Perſwafion are Malignants to the Government of 
dur only lawful rightful Sovereign King George, - 
| © and the Proteſtant Succeſſion in his Royal Family, 
being Favourers of a Popiſh Pretender. By this it 
ſeems he would have all ſuch obliged to take the 
- Oath of Abjuration, renouncing the Pretender: And 
no doubt but he himſelf has taken it ſince the Ac- 
ceſſion of his preſent Majeſty to the Throne. Pro- 
teſtant Heritors is ſuch a General, that the Author 
of the Querieſ thinks fit to offer another Reſtriction, 
..20, and that Socini ang and Arians ſhould be ex- | 
cluded : I go in with him, and add, That Minifters, *' 
if there are any of them Socinian or Arian (as fome % 
ſuſpect there are ſuch among us) ſhould not be Judges 
of the Qualifications of Perſons to be admitted to the 
Miniſtry, but if convicted ſhould be expelled from 
among us, and the Church purged of ſuch Here- 
_ ticks. * — OR HT Oy 
3. Under this Head of Election, I judge it will 
e agreed to, that ignorant Perſons are a Part of the 
People who cannot have a Right to elect. Tho' we 
live in a Land of Light and Viſion, and enjoy all _ 
MS | | | | or 1. 


HY 1 


Age remain in Darkneſs oy Ignorance, and ſtill need 
co be taught which be the firſt 8 of the O- 
racles of God; now can ſuch have a Right to chuſe 
their own Paſtors, who are under a preſent Incapacity 


f forming a Judgment of the Preacher's Doctrine an 


0 
Gifts! re there not many who cannot ſo much as re- 
peat a Sentence of the Sermon, nor the very Text after 


they are come home from the Church 2? Snrely ſuch are 
in the Caſe of Minors who cannot chuſe for themſelyes. 
s it not then better that the Intelligent and Knowing 
chuſe for them? is not an Election made with Judgment 
and Underſtanding preferable to that which is made 
without it? And fince je 4 K are generally the 
moſt numerous in Pariſhes, hall they be admitted 
to caſt the Balance in a Call? Is not this to allow 
the N chuſe for the Knowing? Theſe. illite- 
rate Perſons may judge of a Cant and whining Tone, 
of a loud Voice and ſtrong Lungs, of diſtorted Faces, 
and enthuſiaſtick Motions. and Agitations, which are 
generally the Grounds a popular Election proceeds u- 
pon; but as to a Miniſter's Doctrine and Gifts, they 
are very incompetent Judges, | 


4. Under this Head of Eleftors, it has beak: 


thought proper to exclude ſuch as are immoral in thei? 
Life from the Rights of Election; the Directory An. 
16 49 is for this, if the Perſons are under Church 


0 Cenſure; the Words are, No Perſon under the Cen: 
= ſure of the Kirk, becauſe of any ſcandalous Offences, 
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not to be admitted ta ſealing Ordinances : But it has 


1 
A 


ledge to make a right: Choice: The Author of 7 
People Having Right 10 Vote, are ſuch ag have been 

admitted, or in the Judgment of Miniſter and Saſ- 
| hes 2 ws) 35 ; "ROY bp * 1 | | ſion, 


Populi, pag. 13. lays down this Propoſition, Thar rhe 


vo; . * 2 


[ 


ordinary Means of Inſtruction, yet alas too too mahy 
in moſt Congregations above thirty or forty Years of 


$56 be admitted to haue Hand in the Eleftion of 4 
iniſter. On all Hands it is agreed, that ſuch ars 


been doubted by ſome, if the Immoral are to be denied 
Xx the Right of Election, provided they have Knogy 


as ::- 1 
fon, are chphble of zeing admitted to fealing Ordi:- 
ances. This Expreffion, ſuch as are capable of Be. 
ang attmitred, is fo general and ambiguous, that 1 
Know not what to make of it. Had he ſaid, or ſuch as 
are qualified to be ädmitted, he had ſpoken intelli- } 
gibly to" me : lt ſeems he is not ſo rigorous 'as to ex. 
clude all but thoſe who are Communicants. I find in 
the Order laid down for the Election of Elders and 
Deacons for the Church of Edinburgh, "that the E- 
llectors muſt be Communicants, Vol. 24. of Conf: . | 
639. There it is ſaid, The Sunday Following in the | 
| Bug of the. Sernion Forenoon, the whole Cmmuni- 
Cants ate commanded to be Preſent at Afternoon, to 
gide their ores, as they will anſwer before God, t0 
fuch as rhey,think moſt able to bear the Charg ge of the 
Church with the Miniſters. And this Grder i is 4 
proved by the Aſſembly 1582, Se. 12. Now if this 
_ſhoatd BY place alſo as to the Election of Mini- 
os. 6 State of the Queſtion muſt no more proceed | 
| ra for Part of a Pariſh, but the better Part | 
Fre Bat Here I deſpair of ever ſeeing the Difficul- 
vt telokred that will? caſt ups. or ety 7 ith ſuch 
Regulations fade, as ſhall remove Debates 
and bes in planting of Churches 
S Under this Head of Electors, I obſerde it is 
My debated, Hari only ſuch as have their fixt 
Relidetce in 2 Pariſh, are, 55 Electors and no wer 
Phe Parliament” 16907 and the Aſſem bly 272 1731, 
5 MAE ir juſt and Erpedient to exclude Non 2 
Heritors, from a decifive Vote in Mieten 40 4 
probably Jie ed, that H itbrs. would be concetne 
for the Inteteſts 6f their Teniy ,.to hive them pro- 
8 vided with able Gofpel Minifters; They no doubt 
Alſo confidered, that tho Kefer, 1 bid 182 at "Preſet 
ie! im the vatant Pariſfics,' they mi 5+ 1 
ake up their Habication$ there; {6 mo ow 
Manfiothdtſes thah one; H Summer hiy 8 | 
one, And ir Winter in che dther. $6 ie 4þ 
IE, a Conſtant, Refitience e 25 
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and muſt they have no Vote at all in the chooſing of 

2 Minifter? An Heritor, befides his principal Manſi- 
i FX onhouſe in one Pariſh, may have another in another 
be: F Pariſh, where he defigns that his Heir Apparent ſhall 
tt live when he comes to be matried, or where his 
"28 Lady ſhall live after his Death. In both which Caſes 
elli- it may be a Matter of great Moment to him, to have 
ex- the pariſh comfortably'planted with a Perſon of Me- 
L in rit and Sufficiency : And it may be thought extreme- 
and Iy hard to refuſe him a Vote in chooſing a Minifter 
E- to the Rei reſentative of his Family, and her that 
. may be his Widow. And, Laſtly, It has been known, 
the chat ſome Heritors who have had no Reſidence in the 
n- $ Pariſhes, where their Land Eftate is, have after- 
;70 FF wards builded there, and become conſtant Reſiden- 
10 ters: And ſome for the Value and Eſteem of an able 


the Miniſter, haye Aired Houſes to enjoy the Benefit of 
ap- his — The. Author bf Jus Populz, p. 11, 12. 
his = notwithſtan ing of all theſe Confiderations, will by nd 


ni Means allow ſuch Heritors to Vote. As the Beauty 
ed and Charms of the fair Sex, could not move him to 
art allow them a Vote, fo the Honour, Greatneſs and 
ul. Riches of Heritors, will not prevail on him to. ſhew 
ch chem the leaſt Notice or Regard in. this Matter; fo 
tes W Police and Courteous is this Writer. 


4. For underſtanding the State of the Queſtion, I 
is have laboured to know fomething concerning this 
xt BY Right itſelf. As, r. If this Right is ſuch as can be 
rs. exerciſed by none, but by the People themſelves, and 
id I find that the ſtrongeſt Aﬀerters of it, yore thought 
d- it highly Expedient, that the Exerciſe of it ſhould be 


as © 1 Regulations to prevent ſuch 

c iſorders, as they did foreſee might fall out to the 

o * Offence of all good Men, if the calling of a Miniſter 

0 dc a Pariſh, were to be by a Poll Election, as in the 

bt Cities of Edinburgh and Glaſgow and all popular 

Js Burghs, aild in many other Pariſhes that are excged- 

6 ingly numerous, ſich as St. Nini an's, St. Cuthbert's, 

6 Sc. A lamentable — of this was a late Electi. 
CC 


. 


on at Alerdaon. The Aſſembly 1649 was for the Kirk 
Seſſion exerciſing this Right for and in the Name of 
the People, as their Repreſentatives: And the Af, W 
ſembly 173 r, calls the Elders the Peoples Repreſen- 
tatives in this Matter. But now ſome who are more 
zealous than wiſe, reclaim mightily againſt this, as 
1,98 an [nvafion of the People's Right, and -that it is a 
—_—: | unalienable Right, that by no Deed of the People, | 
1 or any other, can it be given away; no, not » Res 
reſentatives, tha' they were choſen by themſelves, 
This and @ great deal more is ſgid, and in much 
ſtronger Exprefliaqs by the Author of Jus Pepulz, 
F. 16, — 20. but in great Inconſiſtency with himſelf; 
- When afterwards, p. 127. he ſays, That in the calling 
of, Goſpel Miniſters, Women may ferhafs be ſaid to 
ve thezr Voice in the Men; but this can never be 
ſaid, unleſs it be ſaid too, that the Men have a Right 
N | to repreſent them; they are their conjugal Repreſen - 
e | tatives: And may it not be ſaid with the ſame Equi- 
| ty of Children, arrived at the Years of Majority, but 
not yet forzs familiate, that they give their Voice in 
"BF their Fathers, their parental Repreſentatives ? And in 
N may it not be ſaid with the ſame Parity of Reaſon thb 
ofs Servants, that they give their Voices in their Ma- © fo 
Wall ſters their civil: Repreſentatives. Such kinds of Re- 
preſentation are not condemned in Scripture, but are 
ounded,in the Nature and Relation of Things, and 
Conſonant with goqd Order in Society: So that I 
cannot think that any Man in his Right Wits will ! 
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Cha this, but one that is beſide himſelf by an Af- I 
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tion of Popularity, that cannot miſs to make him 


do Things which muſt be condemned hy all good and 1 
| 2. Upon the Head of Right, ſ uppoling this is ing 
_ - the People, I want much to know if it is equally iy + 

-. | all the 3 of the Congregation. (I mean thoſ 
2 hd have been admitted, or are capable to be admit 
HS. > oo ted toſealing Qrdinances, as it is expreſſed in jg pag. 
_ = Ye 4d.) for Inſtance, if « Son that takes the Sarrament, A 
5 of Gs, V 5 FV ut | + 
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but is not as yet orig familiare, has « Right equally 


tion is had of the twenty or thirty. I am not ihe 
F ing here of Heritors 1 5 Heritors or great Men as 
Fpitors and great Men as ſuch were regarded. What 1 
mean is not that which is ordained in the Act and O- 
voerture of the Aſſembl | 
my View is to be found in the Form and Order of the E- 
lection of the Superintendant, Anno 1560, where thoſe 
of Rank by their Birth or any other Way are allowed to 


e 


(5 
with his Father, or a Servant that communicates, but 


is in Subjection to his Maſter, has a Right equally 
with his Maſter, the Father. and Maſter being Com- 


municants, this ſeems to plead againſt it, that both 


are to receive their lawful commands not only in mat- 
ters civil, but in religious Things according to what 
is recorded to the great Honour of Abraham, Gen. 


xviii· 19. For I know him that be will command his 


Children and his Houſhold after him, and they ſhall 


keep the Way of the Lord, to do Juſtice and Fudgment. 
May there not be danger of the peace and quiet of 
Families, when the Children and Servants are re- 
garded in Elections, in Oppoſition to the mind of Pa- 
rents and Maſters? Is there no Fear of introducing con- 


fuſion and diſorder by this method? I cannot be 
brought to think that any ſuch Members have equally a 
Right with. their Head: If this Reaſoning is ſuſtain- 

„and that only the communicating Heads of Fami- 
Les haye the Right, then I cannot think that it is e- 


qually in all theſe. Some are Head of Families where- 
in are twenty of thirty Children and Seryants, and o- 
thers Heads of Fa | are not three 

four Children and Servants, as the moſt of Families 


amilies, where there gre not three or 


are when exactly e now have theſe laſt a Right 
equally with-the former ? Iam apt to think they have 
not; If this is oppoſed, ſuch Oppoſers contradic their 
own 'principles, becauſe by this Means no N 


neh; 
but of them as Heads of ſuch numerous Families? L 

to hear of ſome excellent Propoſals on this Head; 
yet I find that in the Election of Miniſters, He- 


1731, but that which I bave in 


have 


£3" 
ve a decifive Vate. The Words are, Sermon a 


| We 27 war declared by the Miniſter, that the Lords > 


; 45 the Secret Council hau given Charge and Power to 
Churches ef Lothian (this can never be underſtood 
of the collective Churches) 10 chuſe Maſter-John Spo- 


food Super-intenaant, and that ſuffeient Warning I 


vas made by publick Edict to the Churches of Editi- 
burgh, Lithgow, Striveling, Tranent, 3 —— 
and Dunbar, as alſo to Earls, Barons, entlemen or 
ot lers baning and might claim to have Vote'in * 
 teffion ta he preſent that Day ar that ſame Hour. / 
this Election Mr. John Know was Moderator: Ang 
the learned Collectors of qur Conf effions aſſure us;t at 
this Form and Order was intended to ſerye i in the 


lIection of all other Miniſters: It is true this was * 
Charge of the Secret Council: But we Top our great | 


eformer Mr. Knox did not ſcruple, to moderate in 


lectors here, for ſaying that this Order was intended 


to ſerve in t 


lis Queries, P. 4.— 10. A 


s Subject, may I not be allowed to Propoſe one 
ene whether i in landward Congregsrſons, where the 
ubtenants and Cot- 
tars have a Right equally with their Mafters? Are 


eritors reſide, their Tengnts; 


Y ſuch whoſe Refidence js ve precarious, _ at the 


pleaſure « of the Heritor every Year, ſo much to be re- 4 


garded' in calls, as thoſe whoſe Abods is durable anfl 
faſt ing? Surely ” Miniftcrs are called to officiate to tho 
who halt be t ber r Hearers, and who are to rofit b 
their M iniſtry: nd ſhall not thoſe be teg ded mo! 

n the Election o are to be their conffant ne | 
* thoſe 7 are dut yery uncertain Members of the 
E: aer gion? If 4 Perſons! ! inaPariſh,igneceflar 

order to his having a'decifive Voice in the BjeRt- 
on, then 3 thoſe whofe Refidence "no fixt 71 


* muſt be be Proper an and Principal. Ele tors 3. oa | 


Reh an Election: And if the Authority that our Co 1 


e Electlen of all other Miniſterz, be 
good, I am copfident hs Author of the ous Fopuls | 
willzreview what be” has ady e g. 20.—26. and in 

now fince 1 am got info | 
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rd 
r 10 4 '1 — this A is not equal ly in all: 8 | 
ood i thoſe who are not ſure they ſhall enjoy the Min | 
po- of the Perſon elected after a Term, pretend to hade 

Right equally with them, at whole pleaſure and 


cketion it is that they can have it for ahother: Wh | 
T7 Tenants ate deficient in their Rents, or are Bankrupts, | 
Maſters think themſelves at full Liberty'to turn. chen | 
cut, and conſult their Intereſt to have more re onſable 5 | 
and Able Tenants; or ifan Heritor has a Mi ind to 4 
the Lands into his own Hands, oris to improve them 
| 42 cloſures, a Pariſh comes much. to be depop pu t⸗ 
w after this we may Probably hear of ine rex 

polls to anſwer theſe [nconveniencies.. In the P 11 


A joners, but the Heritor's 8 lapouring N 
] am informed it is much the ſame in the P | 
Dawick, {4 is it not in the Option, and at the, I | \ > "ak 
of theſe Herltors to turn off theſe Servants « 155 8 - | =. 


Year, and Hire 6thers in their Room. Thus tho we 
rifhes may be changed entirely twice in one Year ; 
ins what good. Ends then can à deciſive Vote «2 


ted upon, Where Pariſhes are. in ſuch a Sit Gaga | 


beſe and other Pariſhes in the ſame Circim anzes 
mult oblige our hig 5h Sticklers for the People's 8 ig 
1 to alter their ene in ſome Caſes, or at leaſt t „ 
$ 5 to Aok th ptetences. 
1 h . 
N 


the 

1 all this 1 leveling Dottrine take p ge dec 
and * 4s and Bur To Mut the meaneſt LN the Pevp 
ioſe the Hewer 'of - ood and Drawers of W ater, 

t b FR 55 have a icht with their Su eriors, the ie 
ors 7 by tes 555 Town cöunſellouts! all the. ve 

er, | e People have as high, a: claim a8 the 2 755 
'the © 1 Plebis 12 Shall thoſe who-are .verg:m 
by of Re er N ers, have. 255 
af- 7 A5 of thy 55 ater? '/ 2 5 tl TH chuſe for their 
an! Beste. Ie: Ie of, our! refbr Hivines 1 1 lk 
and u the, il Magiſtrate 25 5 0 Righ t in t 
on- A | IN of Mini ors. % HUTT Cha; 6c 15. WE: 24 s g. 


Kei Treri — hoc (6 e e . Jus vocationiſ) com- 
Petere 


— — ͤQ— — —＋ 


—. ———Ʒ—ͤ—ũ— Sat ig OA — A 


ſured by the Marriage- relation in this Particular "48 


niſters in this church without a Marriage-relation tg 
PPPPPPULL oy 3 RS. AOORTA 13 TO 


Tae I; 
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getere nemo negat, ſed quia non ſunt. tota ecclaſia, 


bd tantum pars cut, non debent ad ſe ſolos voca- 
tiohem rapere, Yeliquis  membris ecclefie exclujis;, 


fed etiam magiſtratui, fi chriſtianus fit, ſuas par. 
fei relinquer#, non ſolum ratione perſone, quia eft. 


eccleſiæ Præcipuum membrum, ſed etiam ratione of- 
Ncii 27 eſt divine legis * s 8 ecclefie nutrs- 
fut, If. xlix. 23. 2. e. No Perſon denies that the 


« Ripht of calling belongs to Paſtors ; but becauſe. 


they dre not the whole church, but a part only, 


4 they ought not to appropriate it to themſelves; 


« but let the Magiſtrate, if he is Chtiſtian, hi ve 


© his Intereſt in it, both in reſpect af his Perſon, 


" * 


4 
« as be is the chief Member of the church, and as 
CITY 


© to his Office, being the Guatdian of the Divine 


© Law, and a nurfing Father to the Church.” 


ap = 


In 


I quiry to know, If it is ſo neceſſary to be exetci 

by 

tuted otherwiſe? The Author or jzs populi con- 
tends earneftly for this, Page 16. He ſays, Albert the 
beople have not only a Liberty of conſentivig, but. 
alſo a Negative over ſuch Electors, (i. e. over the 


Presbytery, Elders and Deacons, all joined together, 


for of theſe he is ſpeaking) ht 3s nor enongh, 


Chriſt having lodged the Power of Hection origi- 


wally in the People: And he gives his Reaſon why 
this is ſo neceflary, page 48. Becauſe rhe Relation 
verween a Paſtor and his People is @ Marriage- 


lte Relation; and is not the Bride to have ber 
cbhoite as well as the Bridegroom? And though Fa- 


ber and Mother, and all concerned conſent, there 
Gan be no Match unleſs the Bride conſent allo; 
the Application being ſo eaſy, he has left it to Bie 
Readers. But if the paſtoral Relation is to be meg 


to conſent and choice, I am afraid there will be Mi- 


\ Sv: . 
i F ; 1 bs 


_ 4 On this Head of the Right I procgeded in thy. 


y the People themſelves, that the, paſtoral Relati- 
on between a Miniſter and them, cannot be conſti- 
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che people. Does not the Directory 1649 ordaing: 


That where the Congregation is diſalſected and mas. 
lignant; in that caſe the Presbytery 2s to provide. 
them with a Miniſter ? ls not here a paſtoral Re- 
lation? But where is the Marriage conſent and choice? 
Are there not many congregations in the North, 

lanted by Presbyteries with able Goſpel-minifters, 
bh Virtue of the devolved Right? And have not. 
theſe Miniſters. a paſtoral Relation to ſuch” Congre- 
gations, though they wanted the Peoples conſent and 
choice? Have not Miniſters a paſtoral Relation to 
Females, to Perſons not forisfamiliate, and to Ser- 
vants, whoſe . Conſent is not ſo muca as askt? A- 
gain, when the Majority in the Pariſh carries the 
Call, is not the Perſon ordained in a paſtoral. Rela- 
tion to the Minority, tho' be was not their choice, 
nor had their conſent ? As when 200 carries it againſt 
195, has not the 195 à Miniſter impoſed on them 
againſt the Will of ſo many of the People ? It is 
true that in many Matters of Difference the leſſer 


Number of the Society ought to yield and give Way 


to the greater, elſe if the Minority is contentious, 
the Pariſh may be kept vacant for a good many Tears 3 


but if the 195 will Rand out, where is this Marriage- 
relation between him and them? G Recta 


5. As to this Divine Right of the People to elec 
their own Paſtor, I have been ſolicitous to know if 
It be a natural Right they have. I remember to have 
heard this aflerted in Church-judicatories,' and: that 
this is inſeparable from the People, becauſe the Na- 
ture of Things neceffarily requires, that every ons 
ſhould have a Right to chuſe his own Teachers if 
it is ſo, I incline to think it had its Commencement - 
with humane Nature, or as ſoon as there were 86 


cieties of Men in the World to be religioufly in- 


ſftrufted ; but this does not appear: For before ' ths 


giving of the Law, the Dignity' and Honour of the 


rieſthood was one of the Rights and Privileges of 
the Firſt born, 'And before the Word of God was 
| „ F LT 


— 


6 


Religion, and were the High Prieſts in the publick 


Aſſemblies for the Worſhip of God. Now probably 
there were greater and leffer Societies of Men, who 
Joined together for Divine Service; in the leſſer 


Societies, which might conſiſt of ſome Families aſſo- 
ciated together for it, their Prieſts were the Firſt- 


born, or the chief of theſe Families; for Inſtance, 


when the Poſterity of Mah multiplied : I look on 
Noah, who was a freacher of Righteouſneſs, to be 
High Prieſt; and whenever his Family began to 
multiply, and to, diſpasſe themſclves, I believe that 


Shem was Prieſt ta theſe Families who deſcended of 


him, by his Right of Primageniture. And as to 
Jaßbet, he being Head and Prince of theſe Fami- 
lies who ſprung from, him, he officiated to them as 
their Pricft and Teaches. Of. Priefts, I think, Mo- 


ſes ſpeaks, before. the giving of the Law, before the 


Prieſthood was ſettled in Harom and his Sons, Exod. 
xix. 2.2. And let the. Prieſts. alſo which come near to 


the Loxd: ſancti ſy themſelves. And Exod. xxiv. 5. 0 
o the Children of Iſrael, 


d: he. ſent young, Men 
at offered Burnt-offarangs, and ſacrificed Feace- 
offerings. of, Oxen unto. the, Lord: Where, as I am 
informed, Onkelos has it, He ſent the Firſt born of 
Iſrael, who offered, &c. For God bad ſanctified theſe 
unto himlelf, Exod. xiii. 2. And, in regard of their 
officiating. to theirs reſpetive Families, are ſaid to 
come. near to the Lord. And after the giving of 
the Law, the Trihe of TLeui, by a Divine Conſtitu- 
tion, came into their Place, as we are told Numb. 
viii. 14. 19. Ti on, ſhalt Separate the Te- 
wares from among the Children. of Iſrael, and the 
Leite ſball be miang-——— far they are wholly 


giuen unto me from amang the Children of Hra- 


i, inſtead f ſich as; open, every Womb, even in- 
ſtead, of, the. Firſt honn of ail the Children of Iſrael. 


8 


committed to Writing, the Patriarchs were the Tru- 
ſtees of Tradition, as to the Doctrines of the true 


And as long as the Meſazral OEconomy continue 4, | 
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all the Prieſts were of the Poſterity of Aaron, and 
they ſucceeded not by the Election of the People, 
but by. the, Law of 4 carnal Command menr. Thus 


hs Ofc fubſiſted in them, till there was a Change 
of that, | | the 
of jecting, Miniſter cannot be à natural Right, 


riefthood by Jeſas Chriſt : The Right then 
fince God 


* 
— 4 P 


ad kept Men back. from the Exerciſe of 
it: For now to the Space af four thouſand Years a 
Right that for fo long a Time could not be exer- 
ciſed, mult have been in vain; and a Power that 


for all that Time was never reduced into Action, 


muſt have been no Power. There were indeed other 
Paſtors given and ſent to the Jes under the Old 
Teſtament, upon ſeveral remarkable Occafions, I 
mean the Prophets; but they og. extraordinary 
Othcers were immediately called by God without a 
humane Election. And in the Beginning of the Goſ- 
el ſtate, John the Baptiſt was a Meſſenger that 
Bod himſeff ſent before our Saviour, to prepare his 


Way ; and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the prime Mini- 


ſter of the Church, the High Prieſt and chief A- 
le of our Profeſſion, had an immediate Call and 


 Miffin from God the Father; and he having in- 


ſtructed his Diſciples and Followers, he did not leave 
it to them while he was on Earth, to ele& and chuſe 


any of their Number to teach and inſtruct others, 


but kept that Right and Power in his own Hands ; 
and accordingly he firſt made choice of twelve to be 


his Apoſtles; Have not I choſen you twelve? John 
vi. jo. And afterwards called the ſeventy Diſciples. 


to the Work of the Miniſtry, befides the Evange- 


. lifts, as Mark, Luke, Timothy and Titus; and the 


Prophets in the firſt Age of Chriſtianity, were called 
by God in an extraordinary Manner, and irdued with 


the Gift of Inſpirations and, as I think, I will be 

able to ſhow afterwards, that in all the New Te- 

ſtament Writings we have no Order, or approven 

Practice mentioned in theſe writtings, that eſtabliſhes 

this Right and Power to * People. Theſe Conſi- 
| . = 


dera- 


A 

derations have determined me to conclude, that this 

is not a natural Right of People: But becauſe it 
may be faid, + that tho' this Right is not a natural 
Right, yer the People have a Divine Right to chuſe 
their own: Miniſter, | applied myſelf to ſearch the 

| Scriptures, if I might underſtand when it: was given 


them; and this leads me to the third Thing 1 pro- 


* * 


poſed and laid down, zamely, The Examination of 


theſe Arguments commonly uſed for the Proof of ſuch 
n R 


/ 


| After what I have ſaid in the former Paragraph, 


it ſurprized me not a little to find ſome Writers 
adducing Arguments from 'the Old Teſtament 5 
the firſt that came in my Way is taken from the 
Conſecration of Aaron and his Sons to the prieſtly 
Office: This they fay was with the Conſent of the 
People; becauſe, when this was to be performed, 
Moſes is charged, Lev. viii. 3. To gather together 
all the Congregation unto the Door of the Taber- 
nacle of the Congregation. To this an Anſwer quickly 
occurred, that the Conſecration of Aaron and his 
Sons was their Ordination to the Office, 'and not the 
Election of them to it; for this was done before 
by God himſelf: And God having made Intimation 
of this to Moſes, he appointed him to do the Work 
of a Prieft at this Solemnity : And this Ceremony 


being to be gone about with great Pomp, and by the 


| Rites of Waſhing, Cloathing, Anointing, and the 
offering up of Sacrifices, he would do it plele pre- 


ſente; not that it was neceſfary to have their Con- 


ſent. to Perſons, whom God himſelf had choſen, and 
who were to be ordained at his Command, and by 
his Direction: But that the People might be con- 
vinced and aſſured, that God had called them, Heb 


v. 4. and that they were not Intruders into the Of- 


fice, and that nane elſe qught to uſurp it, and — 
W Wa * 74, oe 
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Mthey ſhould reverence, honour, and obey them: The 
þ prieſts being ordained for Men in Things pertaining 
to God, the whole Congreation was ſummoned to at- 
tend at the Door of the Tabernacle to admit and re- 
celve then R. _; 

A ſecond Argument I lighted upon, taken out of 
the Old Teſtament, is brought from the Power and 
Liberty given to the Few, even under a Theocracy 
to chooſe their own Rulers, Deut. i. 13. Take ye 
Funto you wiſe Men, and underſtanding, and known 
among your Tribes, and T1 will make them Rulers 
oder you: Where the Election is left to the People, 
and their Inſtalment is by Moſes reſerved to himſelf. 
But this Argument afforded me no Manner of Sa- 


AC q 
1 
3 vs 


iters I tisfaftion : Becauſe, 1. The Rulers ſpoken of were 
ent 5 not Ecclefiaſtical, but Civil, and were to judge in 
the civil and criminal Affairs. For, ger. 12. he had 
eftly aid, I cannot my ſelf alone bear your Cumbrance, 
the ¶ and your Burden, and Strife. And wer. 16. he tells 


them, rhat they were to hear the Cauſes between their 
x Brethren, and to judge righteouſly. Now the Con- 
X ſequence is not good, that becauſe the People elected 
their civil Judges, therefore they have a Right to 
their Church-rulers ; for had that Reaſoning been 


the good, God would have left the Choice. of their 
fore Prieſts to them, as he had left the Election of the 
tion inferior Magiſtrates: But ſo it is that God did it 
'ork not, but did chooſe Aaron and his Sons, as is evident 
ony from what I have ſaid on the firſt Argument. But, 
the 2. When I conſulted the parallel Text on this Sub- 


the ect, Evod. xviii. 15. I learned that Moſes was the 
re A ſole Elector; for there it is ſaid, That Moſes choſe 
WH able Men our of all Iſrael, and made them Heads 
and over the People, and Rulers over T houſands.—lf it 
by is ſaid that Maſes choſe them with the Content of the 
on- People; then by this Means the Conſent of the 


eb, People was poſterior to the Election made by Moſes : 
Of. But what the People did, Deut. i. 13. was prior to the 
hat 


Election; and it is held out in theſe Words, 7: ako 


we. 55 
1 
9 
RE 


*.:8 
by + 
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r mito yen wiſe Men: The Meaning of which is, r 
confeder who are the beſt approven Perſons in your 87 
fereral Tribes, let them have your Teſtimony, and Fes 
prefent them before me, that I may make a Choice 
out of them: Surely Moſes might receive or rejet 
them as he pleaſed and thought fit. Mr. Henry has 
has this Remark on the Place, That Moſes did net 
leave the Election of the Magiſtrates to the 
People, who had already done chough to prove 
them unfit for ſuch a Truſt ; but he choſe and ap. 3 


a! 
en 


T 


pointed them, ſome for greater, others for leſſer 
* Diviſions, the leſſer, probably, ſubordinate to the 

* greater.” All they did then was to give their Cer- 
tificate, as to the Abilities and Qualifications of the W"< 
Perſons. When fuch Arguments as theſe are pro 
| Fuced, (and I can meet with no other from the Old 
Teſtament) I muſt think that the Aﬀerters of this 
Poctrige mult be exceedingly pinched for the Proof: 
And * Divines who bring them, ſpeak with 
great Diffidence of them, and lay no great Strefs | 
won then.  - es * 
This divine Right therefore by the moſt able De- n 
fenders of it, is faid to be a Right purchaſed and 
given to them by the Lord Jeſus Chrift z and this 
natively btings me to the Examination of thoſe Ar- 
gument brought to prove it fromthe New Teſtament ; ® 
and after I have duly weighed them, I am ſtrongly | 
inclined to be of Opinion, that theſe Paſſages rather 
fight and militate againſt, than eſtabliſh or ſupport Þ 
it ; or at leaſt that the Right of Election belonged 3 
for the firſt Century to the Church-Repreſentatives, % 
and that they ofily exerciſed jt. It is undeniable, 
(as J have already fhewed) that before the Aſcen- 
Bon of our Lord and Saviouy into Heaven, the Mis 
nifters of the Church were immediately choſen a 
called by himfelf, without the Conſent or Suffrage of 
Men: The Proof then muſt be taken from what we 
have recorded to be done in this Matter after the 
Afcenfion of out Lord, till the cloſing of the — 


39% 

the New Teſtament by the Book of the Rete 

„ „of John the Divine: And the Book of the 
87s of the Apoſtles, and the Epiſtles of the Apoſtle 
aui are the proper Store from which the Argu- 

ents and Proofs are to be fetcht. . 
The firſt Argument is taken from the Call of 
Fatthias to be an Apoſtle, which we have related, 
e i. from ver. 15. to the Cloſe. I ſhall propoſe 
in its full Strength, and with all its Adventages. 

„ The Diſciples, to the Number of One hundred and 
Fenty, did nominate.and chooſe two of thoſe, who 
Jad accompanied Chriſt in his Miniſtry, that one 
F them might be a Witneſs of his Reſurrection; 
Ind accordingly the One hundred and twenty ap- 
Wointed two, ig naa, Ju; here is the Choice of the. 
Fhurch. And ger. 26. it is ſaid Matthias was aum 
rea with the eleven Apoſtles, 8:narti nid, 
Which Sera renders, Simul ſuffragiis elaftwus. And 
Fraſinus thus, Communihus ſuffragiis allectus. i, e. 
Je was choſen by common Suffrage: Here is the 
Fonſent expreſſed by a Word of ſtrong Import ad 
ignification; for the Word 5. ſigniſies a Stone 

counter; and with theſe it was the Cuſtom off 
d to give their Suffrages in paſſing of Judgment, 

. d granting of Commiſſions, and the infpired Hiſto- 

„ Wan alludes. to this Cuſtom : Thus: he had; the Choice 
Id Conſent, of the. Church, that this might be 2 

Nrecedent for future Ages; and if there was the Con- 

ent or Concurrence of the People to the Elæaction f 

in extraordinary Church- officer, much more ſhould: 

| Wis be had in the calling of the ordinary Paſtors. 
pereof. Thus I have done Juſtice to the Argument, 
ind becauſe all Writers on this Subject uſe it, and it 

i now in the Mouth of every Body, 1 ſhall. pay a 

due Regard to it, and conſider it with great Atten- 


on And, 1. It is agreed to by all that, the-Church- 


8 


Ifficer now to be choſen was an extraordinary one, 
Apoſtle, who was to fill up the Vacancy made in 
e College of the Apoſtles, by the Wickedneſs and 
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Death of Judas the Traitor: But ſuch had an ex: pee 
traordinary and immediate Call from Jeſus Chriſt ; WW ma 
for thus were the Twelve choſen at the“ firſt, Mart G0 


iii. 14. And he ordained Twelve that they ſhould A af; 
be with him, and that he might ſend them forth to 1 
preach. And laſt of all, the Apoſtle Paul was 77, 
choſen immediately by our Lord, for ſo he teſtifies 4, 
of himſelf, and his Teſtimony is true. Gal. i. 1. 
Paul an Apoſtle, not of Men, neither by Man, but jp, 
by Jeſus Chriſt and God the Father, who raiſed him 4 
From the Dead. He was called by Chriſt in his glo- 
. rified and exalted State. Acte xxvi. 16. i. e. Jeſuf tb 
Chriſt has appeared unto thee for this Furpoſe, to pa 
make thee a, Miniſter and a Witneſs. No Apoſtle, T': 
nay not the College of the Apoſtles either elected or i 
ordained another Apoſtle, but ſuch was choſen and 
ordained by Feſus Chriff. And fo was the Apoſtle 
Matthias, for the Prayer put up to Chriſt on his 
Throne by the Apoſtle Peter, in which they all 
Joined, plainly intimates this, Acts i. 24. 7 hou 
Lord, which knoweſt the Hearts of all Men, ſo that 
we need not open up the Cauſe and Matter to thee, | 
thou not being ignorant of the Abilities and Quali- 2 
| fications of Men, which are thy own Gifts) ſheww 
_ evhether of theſe two thou haſt choſen. God had al- 
ready made the Choice before the One hundred and 
twenty did any Thing about it; and of this the 
Apoſtle Peter had Knowledge by Revelation: 
Would then he or any of the Number pretend to 
make an Election, when Chriſt had done it already 2 
for them? By this Revelation he was conducted, 
both in his Speech to the One hundred and twenty, 
and in his Prayer to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : For 
tho theſe two, Joſeph and Matthias, were probably the 
moſt eminent and beſt approven of the ſeventy Dif- wt 
ciples, for Knowledge and Wiſdom, Faith and Ho- 
lineſs, yet they were not left to draw the Inference 3 
ergo, God hath ſurely choſen one of them: For had ij 
that Reaſoning been good, Pani, who had been 4 
| | hs  Blaſ- * 
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Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, fignifying to them, 
That he was to declare his Choice, by over ruling 4 
Lot which he would have them to make, thereby re- 
zi ding the ancient and ſolemu Appeal to Heaven, 
which was often uſed under the Old Teſtament, for 
à Determination and Deciſion in difficult and doubt- 
ful Matters, by the Direction of God himſelf. Thus 
he ordered the Land of Promiſe to be divided among 
the twelve Tribes by Lot. Numb. xxxiii. 34. And this 
was done accordingly by Joſbua, chap. xviii. 10. And 

when the Anger of God was kindled again the Chil- 
dren of Iſracl for the accurſed Thing in the Camp, 
Ao ban was taken by Tot Jeſb. vii. 18. Thus was 
Faul deſigned King by Lot, and thus David ſettled 
the Order of the Prieſts by Lot, 1 Sam. x. 20. They 
looked on“ this as a divine Oracle and Reſponſe, and 
as a Sentence pronounced from Heaven to remove their 
Doubts, to com poſe their Differences, and to reſolve 
them in intricate Caſes; and the ſame Reputation it 
ought to have here : So that when the Lot fell upon 
Matthias, there was the Decifion of Chriſt ; and the 
falling of it on him, was to me as immediate a De- 
termination from the Lord Jeſus, as if he had declar- 
ed it by the Impofition and laying on of his own 
Hands upon him. As to the Manner of caſting Lots, 
we are left to a great uncertainty about it. Solomon 
fays in the general, Prong. xvi. 33. The Lot is caſt 
zn the Lap, but the whole diſpoſing thereof zs of the 
Lord. But whether at this Time when Matthias was 
choſen, the Lot was caſt into a Lap, Urn or any 
other kind of Veſſel, it is not material for us to 
know. But the Learned Grotius gives a very plaufi- 
ble Account of the Way of determining by Lot at 
this Juncture. He ſays, h Lots were put into to 
_ Urns, the one containing two diſtin} Papers or 


picces of Wood, with the Name of Matthias 2rit or: 
cut out in the one, and the Name of Joſeph in the - 


other, and in the other Uri there was put in a Lot 


with the Word Apoſtle writ or cut out, and 4 "_ - 
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So 


nan Lot, wherein nothing was writ: And the 
Name of Joſeph being dratm out of the one Urn, 
and a void Lot out of t he other, they thereby knew, 


that the Lot that had the Name Apoſtle, fell upon 


Matthias. This Account agrees well with the Words in 


the Greek ».1Swiar xanus wurw, and they gave forth 
the Lots of them, 7. of Foſeph and Matthias, that 
#. e. the Names of Jaſeph and Matthias writ or cut, 
as I have juſt now repreſented to have been caſt into 
the Lap, Urn, or any proper hae ane Thus it is 
evident, that Matthias was choſen by the Lord Jeſus 
alone, and not by Men: Not by the other A poſt les, 
and the reſt of the Hundred and Twenty. 2. The 
moſt that can be gathered from this Context is, that 


| the Hundred and Twenty made a Leet of two Perſons, 


in which they muſt be ſuppoſed to have acted either 
by their own Skill as Men, or by the Direction of the 


Holy Ghoſt : If by the former, then the Reaſon wh 


they pitched on two, and neither more nor leſs, wi 
not be eaſily aſſigned. And the Reaſon why they 
Put theſe two and not any other two in the Leet, 
mult be, that they were the moſt Eminent of all the 
Seventy Diſciples. But when they have made this 
Leet, do they proceed to an Election? Not at all. 
And now, what was it that hindered them ? Was it, 
That the two were ſo equal in Abilities and Qualifi- 
citions, that they knew not which to prefer? And if 
fo, then there was no Choice made by them : Or were 
they of different Sentiments, as ſome have thought, 


and that the Majority inclined to Foſeph, becauſe he 


is firſt mentioned, and with ſomè ſpeciality called 

Barſabas (which ſome ſay fignifies the 8onof an Oath, 
and others the Son of Peace) and Sirnamed Juſtus, 
a Roman Name, becauſe he was a Perfon remarkable 
for Faithfulneſs, Peaceableneſs and Juſtice. But if 
the Majority was inel ined for him, then the Deciſion 
of God was given againſt him. 1 rather think that 


in the whole of this Matter; they were led by a di- 


vine extraordinary Condu& from firſt to laſt: And 
Ten « G 2 that 
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chat they were by the Divine Superintendency dire Mike 
ed to theſe two: And accordingly . e'v« they [MR 
placed, ſiſted or preſented two, 272. before the 
Tod. for our Tranſlation, hey 1Þpoznred, is too firong hi 
a Phraſe to be uſed in an Affair, where God was a- 
lone to a point, elect and call: And the Authority of 
Apoſtle did not depend on any fuch Veed of Men. 889 
then, the plain Senſe is, that by the Divine S-iperinten= 
| dency and Direction they preſented two of their Num- 
ber, that the Lots of theſe two may be given, and that 
God might over rule it to fall on the Perſon that he 
. 15 for filling up the Vacancy. Þe not the 120, 
y this Procedure appeal to God for his :ecifion 
and ſo remove the Cauſe from their own Court, and 
their Capacity of Jedging, to the Bench of the Divine 
Wiſdom to give the Deciſion? But 3. let us en- 
quire, de they were that made the Leet, or fitted 
and preſented, or appointed. The Engliſh 4nnerati- 
ons ſay, That they were not the 120, but the Eleven 
Apoſtles mentioned ver. 13. But beca':ſe, as Iam 
not to be determined by human Authority in this 
Matter, ſo I ſhall not pretend to impoſe. it on others; 
but ſhall go in with the commonly received Opinion 
that the 120 were they who e appointed ( for 
I ſhall allow the Argument that Word of ſtrong Im- 
port). But then, who were theſe 140? Surely the 
Eleven Apoſtles were of this Number, and the 79 
Diſciples, for they were the Perſons that had accon 
panied Chriſt from the Time he had went in — 
out amongſt them: And of theſe, one muſt; be taken, 
or be a Witneſs of his Reſurrection, 3 6, be an A- 
poſtle. Now this determines one to think that the 
whole ſeventy were there; for it js not to be thought 
that they would take the Advantage of the Abſence 
of any of theſe: If then they were all preſent, they 
and the Apaſtles make up the Number of Eighty 
one. Who were the other thirty nine is not la har- 
. monioully agreed to hy Interpreters; ſome think they 
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ere others Chrift had well inſtructed, aud fo were 


Neſgned for the Minittry, co be employed in that | 
Vork, when the Exigencies of the Church required 


his: Others ſay, Tnar the thirty nine were the 


IV ives of ſome of the Apoſtles. and Diſciples, and 
Kheſe devont Women that had followed onr Lord from 


: we arc informed from Acts i. v. 14. But to let 


* hat theſe thirty nine were Lay Difciples of Obriſt, 
ad not in any facred Offices : What is gain'd there“ 


ne Church Officers who g , appointed two witk 
he thirty nine Laicks? Will any be ſo ridiculous as 
s think that the thirty nine made the authoritative 
Mppointment, and that the Apoſtles and Diſciples 
ood by and did nothing? Since then the eighty one 
Fhurch Officers did appoint two, Is not here a Pre 
edent for future Ages to walk by, and for the Church 
EDepreſentative being the proper Electors? If there is 
ere a Precedent laid down, one would think that it 
Foes in Favour rather of the Majority, than the Mi- 


ection now a-days claimed as the Property of the 


People, in Exclufion of Miniſters, who, according to 
he preſent Doctrine are the Court that preſides in th 
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1 
5 
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f ples injurioufly invade the peculiar Right and Pri- 


'Y pilege of the People? Did they wiſely an cunningly 
ke this lucky Hit, when they were fure of the Ma- 
Pority on their Side by two to one? Again, making 


. 1 
We 


Mill the Conceffion that the thirty nine were the Peo- 


le and private Diſciples, can this be a Precedent for 


-Wleion in future Ages of the Church by the People, 
Eace fo few of them were there? Why did they not 
afcnble the five hundred Brethren who were Wit- 
I ſle 1 } r : ., i „ . | . 
p< tics lately of our Saviour being alive again? For 


ne Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 6. ſays, He war ſeen of 


Vode five hundred Brethren at once: Might 3 
pj | | the 


1 


alilee, and the Mother of our! ord was one of them, 


he Argument have its full Strength, I ſhall allo 


J by ? Doss it not hence appear, that there were eighty 


43 dority of Electors. Why then is the Right of E. 


lection? Did the A poſt les and the ſeventy Dif- | 
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N 1 
d he not en the Day of Penteceft, which was bae 
n Days after our Saviour's Aſcenfion, qualify them 
an extraordinary Manner for it; by the IIlapſe bf 
Ine Part of the Argument, on which ſome Streſs is 
aid, which is in oct. 26. And Matthias wat nim. 
red with the Apoſiles ovynariino'n, which ace 
SFording to Beza' and Eraſmys, ſignifies to chuſe by 
i. Þy common Suffrages': This F own; but then it will. 
in pot be refuſed, that ſometimes it ſimply fignifies to 
ount and number; ſo this ſame inſpired Hiſtorian uſes 
Ir, Zuke xiv. 28. Which'of you intending to build a 
= Tower, /itteh not down firſt, and counterh the Coſt 
eee Afﬀs xix. 19. Many of them which ned 
gaurious Arts, brought their Books together, and 
urned them before all Men, and as they counted the 
Price. cvs {n:i9ar And Rev. xiii. 18. Let him that 
arb Underſtanding count the Number of the © Beaſt 
niente Now the Context is to determine us in 
Which Senſe it is to be taken: And it appears evi- 
ently, that we muſt take it in the laſt Senſe: 
IV herefore our Tranſlators give us a juſt Verfion of it, 
is hen they ſay, he was numbred with the Apoſtles : 
Por the Lord Chriſt having choſen Matt hiat, and 
ir Neclared it by over-ruling the Lot, it muſt be very rt 
Niculous to ſay, that he was choſen of the People, 
> For this is to ſay, that after they had referred it to 
Me Deciſion of God, they took the Cauſe again inte 
Pieir own Hands, and elected him by their common 
Fuffrages: The plain Senſe of the Words is this, that 
he Lord Chriſt having diſpoſed the Lot, ſo as to fall 


'T) 
. 


pon Matthi as, he was called one of the Apoſtles, 
e was received by the Apoſtles into the Number = 
And their Society and the Church regarded him as an 
Apoſtle. The numbering relates as well to the A= 
is poſtles Admiſſion of him into their College, as the 
Acknowledgment of him as ſuch a Church Officer by 
he People: Diodati on the Place ſays, He mas 
anbred not to be made an Apoſtle, bus only 10:be 
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© 56-9 
acknowledged asſuch a one. Thus I have delivered 
oy Thoughts and Sentiments on this Argument, and 
Feber! proceed further in my Inquiry, I thank the only 
wiſe God, who aſſiſted me and enabled me te reaſon 
after this Manner: Not unto me, not unto me, but 8 
unto him be the Glory: And I humbly implore his 
Direction in what remains of my Inquiry. O Fache. 


=P 


of Eaghts, grant that in thy Light, IT may, ſee 1 
Eight, and learn the Truth, as #t i, in ſus | 
—_— ed 

The 24 Argument adduced on this Subject is 


5 


"of 
{30 


taken from As vi. 1,—7. where we are told, that 
che Election of the Deacons was made by the Mul- 
titude of the Diſciples, for the twelys Apoſtles ha- 
ving called them together, upon 4 Complaint of - the 
| Greeks, that their poor Widows were negle&ed in 
the daily Miviſtration, or that they were not ſo much 7 


50 


appoint and order for the redreſſing this Grievance, 
that ſeven Perſons of honeſt Report, full of the Holy 
Ghoſt aud Wiſdom: be ſet oper this Buſmeſs : An 1 
this having Pleaſed. the Multitude, they did chuſe 
Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, I ar- 
Menas, and Nicolas, and ſet them before the Apoſtles, 
and accordingly they ordazned them by Prayer and 
Impaſiti on of Hauds. Now if the People had a Right i 
to chuſe their Deacons, then 2 fortiori, or much 
more, they have a Right to chuſe their own. Fa- 
Kors. If they had a Rigbt to chuſe thofe to whom 
they were to entruſt their charitable Benevolence, 
for the Relief of the Neceſſities and Wants of the 
. Poor, much more have they a Right tochuſe thoſe, to 
whom they are to commit the care of their Souls. Iam 1 
exceedingly miſtaken if 1have omitted any Thing that 1 
adds Vigor and Life to the Argument: No: I ſhall? 
deal fairly, and act a candid part in this Enquiry. Now, 
here I underſtand, that a learned Body of Miniſters rea- 
fon quite otherwiſe : I mean the Miniſters of London in 
their. jur. di v. min. p. 129, they ſay, That an Argument 8 
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14 ninore ad majus is not good and valid. And it is 
certainly ſo. The Freeholders of a Country have a 


But they have not a Right to chuſe their Sovereign, 
nor any Officer of State, nay not the Sheriff of the 


70 County. Arid as to the Matter in Hand, People may 
y. ſee be qualified enough to chuſe ſuch, as can manage the 
0005 Poor's Money, and yet be very unfit Judges, whether 


8 is come to that which may be judged. to be ſatiefying. I 
chen obſerve, 1. That our Lord in the Time of his own. 


2s ha- x NY 

f the were as his Dametticks or conſtant Attendants, yet he 
| t S op þ @ . g ” \ : IN 

ed in inſtituted no ſuch Church Officer for the care and re- 


lief of poor Widows and other indigent Perſons, nor 
gave any Directions about it; nay. I do not remember 


do have read, that under the Old Teftament, they 


ance, 


Fel 


8 with them then, as much as we have under the Chri- 
17 5 if 1 ſtian Diſpenſation, and the A poſt les themſelves Were 
„„made, not by their Maſter, but by the People, the 
Truſtees and Overſeers of thoſe Goods, Monies and 


Poſſeſſions devoted to the Poor by the firſt Converts to 
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| down at the Feet of the Apoſtles, and it did not come 


p . . 


into the Mind of the Apoſtles to quit the Admini- 
ſtration, or put it in the Hands of others till this E- 


carefully looked after and relieved, not thro' any Un- 
faithfulneſs or Maleadminiſtration of the Apoſtles, but 


vas to be their chief Concern; for ver. 4. they ſay, 
Ws. Miro the Word; theſe. being the two great Eni- 


Þle, and to ſpeak. to the People from the. Lord ; fo 


the other at the ſame Time not neglected, I do not 


-F 


Right to chuſe their Repreſentatives in Parliament: 


a Perſon be apt.to teach them. But this I paſs, and 


publick Miniſtry on Earth, tho' he had a Treaſurer 
| who kept the Bag for the Neceſſities of thoſe who 


had any ſuch Church Officers, tho' they had the Poor 


38 Chriſtianity, for they brought them and laid them 


“vent came about, that ſome of the Poor were not ſo 


thro the other important Work they bad to da, which 
by nl We will give ourſelves continually to Prayer, and the 
e Apoſtles, to pray unto God for the Peo- 
that if the Apoſtles could have got theſe diſcharged, 
. | | a 1 think 
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think they would have reſigned their Truſt, but ſince 
Both could not be exactly attended to, they cheerful - 
Iy give it up. | 
we are to underſtand by the Multitude of the Diſ- 

ciples, who were aſſembled together on this Emer- 
gent; it is not very probable, that the Multitude ' of 


their own Diſciples, or their own Converts were aſ. 


ſembled, for by this Time there were above Eight 
thouſand of theſe, for Acts ii. 41. there were Three 
thouſand converted by one Sermon of the Apoſtle Pe. 
ter, and chap. iv. ver 4. we read of Five thouſand 
more, and to them we may add theſe mentioned, chap: 
v. 14. Multitudes both of Men and Women, Believers, 


Were added ro the Lord. l Now 18 it likely that 10 


many thouſands of People ſhould be conveened to 
chuſe ſeven: Perſons to adminifter the Churches ſmall 


Revenue or other charitable Benevolences ? Was it to 
be expected, that ſo many Perſons of different Nations 
and Tongues, and who were divided by their Murmu+ 
rings, would agree in ſuch an Election? Now fince all 


were not admitted to be Electors of Deacons (as this 
partly is made out already, and ſhall be more fully 


made evident Juſt now) hence it cannot be concluded, 
that all the People have a Right to chooſe their own 
| Paſtors. May it not be thought, that ithe Multitude 
of Diſciples now aſſembled, were Chriſt's Diſciples: 
The 12c mentioned, Acts i. 15. and on whom the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt deſcended by a plentiful Effuſion of Gifts, | 


Acts ii. and that which may make this probable, is 


the Advice he gives them to Jook out ſeven Men 2. 


mong you full of the Holy Ghoſt, and it doth not ap- 


pear that the Holy Ghoſt fell upon others than the 3 | 
120: And now the Apoſtles who were firſt entrulted _* 


* c | 
[a 


with their charitable Contributions, not being able to 
attend this Matter, and the more important Duties of 
their Office, they make a Propoſal that thoſe Officers 


of the Church next to themſelves, be entruſted with 


it; For it may be thought, he is not laying down a 


pofitive Order and peremptory Degree and Conſituti- 1 


on, 


2. I want very much to know, whom | 
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are particular Churches, but is ſu 


is the caſe, 


out Men of honeſt Report, an 


CE T © 

new diſtinct Officer in the Chrifti- 
an Church to be always and in all places, where there 
| geſting a pruden- 
tial Conſideration to them, taken from Expediency, 
confidering their preſent Situation and Circumſtances, 


Der 2. it is not Reaſon, or rather. conſonable, op- 


7oy it is not pleaſing, fit or expedient. Now if this 

this Argument will not conclude, becauſe 
thoſe Electors of them were moſtly, if not all of them 
Paſtors, and ſo concludes rather for their Right of E- 
lection, than for the People's. Again, may it not 


with great Appearance of Reaſon be thought, that 
the Multitude the Apoſtles ſpeak to, were only ſuch 
as were Contributers to the Ærarium, the common 
Treaſury of the Church? Surely the Poor who were 
'relieved and ſupported ont of it, had no Claim to 


chuſe, nay even the Rich had none, unleſs they had 


contributed to make up the Fund; ſo then the Apo- 
ſtles do not ſpeak to them to look oat ſeven Men, be- 
cauſe of a ſuppoſed Right, that the People have to chuſe 
all their Church officers, for theſe Perſons never had 
as yet any ſuch Thing made known to them, but were 
admitted to elect out of Equity and Juſtice, as hav- 
-Ing a Concern in the Stock, as being made up out of 
their Goods, Moneys, Lands, and Poſſeſſions. | 
15 = Caſe, from . this it cannot be inferred, that all 
the 
CL —_ it is certain, that all the Diſciples did not ele 
x the 
them to their full Liberty, and to uſe their own diſ- 
cretion in the Choice; it would ſeem not, ſince the 
are reſtricted to theſe who were full of the Holy Ghoſt, 


If this 
eople have a Right to ele& their own Paſtors; 


Deacons. 3. It may be askt, if the Apoſtles left 


that is, theſe on whom the Holy Ghoſt deſcended on 
the Day of Pentecoſt, for they ſay, der. 3. Look ye 

q , Full of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
fo that if ſome of their own Number were never ſo 
well qualified for the Truſt by the in good Character, 
by their Fidelity and Prudence, yet not being full of 


the Holy Ghoſt, the Apoſtles would not appoint them 


over that Buſineſs. And it is highly probable, that 
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| © them the Holy Ghoſt, 


— Re Ps eta 
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the Perſons ohoſen were of the Number of the Seven” 


ty Diſciples. Stephen did preach the Word as we 
learn from Acts vii. and Philip did baptize and preach 


Acts viii. Again are they not reſtricted to a preciſe and 


determined Number, which they muſt by no Means 
exceed; they are to chuſe Seven, neither more or leſs; 
and this appears the more to be a limiting their Li- 


| berty and Freedom of Election, that the rationale 


of it is not ſo perceptible and evident. 4. May it not 
be thought to be a vulgar Way of ſpeaking, when the 


Deacons are called Church · oſficers, into which Perſons 


are led by a worng Tranſlation of 1 Zim. iii. 13. Let 


Theſe be firſt proved, then let them uſe the Office of a 


Deacon, in the Gr. ira Srauoytri gay, ſo let them mints 
ſter, and ver. 13. for they that have uſed the Office of 
Deacon, well, purchaſe to themſelves a good Degree, Gr. 
0116 xaos SiazorngarTee, for thoſe who have miniſtred 


dell. In the Original there is no Word in theſe two 
| Verſes, for our Word Office, and.] ſuppoſe our Tranf- 


lators, who were for the Hierarchy, would by this give 


Countenance to their Opinion of three diſtin Offi 


cers in. the Church, the Biſhop, Prieſt and Deacon. 
And the pious and learned Mr. Rutherfoord, fo 


far as I can gather from his. Reaſoning in his due 


Right of Preibyterzes, does not maintain, that the .ſ 
Deacon is a Church-officer ; for his Words are, p. 169. 
It is not ſaid, That Deacons were ordained with # 


| * Faſting and Prayer, Acts vi. as the Elders are choſen 


© in every Church, Acts xiv. 23. and as Hands are 
© laid on Faul and Barnabas, Als xiii. 3, 4. but 
* ſimply that the Apoltles, As vi. 6. prayed and 


| © laid Hands on them, which ſeemeth to me (ſays he} 
to be nothing but a Sign of praying over the Deg- 


© cons, and no Ceremony ar Sacrament conferring an 
(which I did not underitand 
ſo well; for if the Deacon is a Church-officer, and 
if Impoſition of, Hands was uſed at tho firſt at his 
Ordination, this Rite 1s to be continued in the 


Church at his Ordination, as well as in the Ordi- 


nation 
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Mt nation of Paſtors ; for as to neither is it a Sacra- , | 


* 


ment conferring on them the Holy Ghoſt.) And to- 
wards the Foot of this Page, he ſays, The laying on 
© of Hands was taken from the Cuſtom of Bleſſing 
'* amongſt the Fews ; Chriſt laid his Hands. upon 
* young Children, and bleed them. yet did he not there- 
by defign them to any Office.“ If then this is yielded 
by ſo great and good a Man, that the Deacon is not 
a Church officer, can the Argument conclude, that 
becauſe the People elected Deacons, who are not 
Church-officers, therefore they have a Right to chuſe 

{ Paſtors, who are properly and ſtrictly Church, officers? 

5. Our Church ſeems not to have. a poſitive Opi- 

nion, that Deacons are Church-officers z for there are 

many parochial Churches in Scotland, where there 

are no Deacons at all: And I believe if this is nar- 
row ly inquired. into, they will be found only in 
ſome Cities and populous Burghs and Pariſhes. In 

the firſt Century it was ſo in Churches; for tho 

we read of them in the Church of Fernſalem, Acts 

vi. of Phzlzpþz, Philip. i. 1. and probably in Corinth, 

1 Cor. xii. 28. and Fpheſus, 1 Tim. iii. 11, 13. 

yet we read not of their being any at Rome, Antzoch, 

BY Galatia, Coloſt, and other Churches. And now as 
the moit Churches in this Nation, there are not 
only no Deacons, but there is Occaſion for them: 
The Miniſter and Elders are ſufficient to manage 
and overſee the Poor's Money. In theſe Pariſhes 
"EF the Minifters have not that Reaſon for chufing 
them that the Apoſtles had; and beſides, in ſome 

| X& Pariſhes the Poor are few, and in others their Col- 
lections come to ſuch a ſmall Account, that I am 
aſhamed to: name the Sums thro* the whole Tear; 
in both which Caſes, ſuch Officers can be of little 
FX Ulſe or Service. If the civil Magiſtrates ſhall © rake 
upon them the Care of the Poor, and relieve them 
in their Neceſſities, the Uſe of this Officer fails; and 
even in the City of Edinburgb, tho' there are 
Deacon, they are not the Truſtees and 1 
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the Treaſury, on which the Poor are ſubſiſted. 


of laying Hands on, them is not regarded, but laid 1 


Was approven by the Aſſembly 1582, Se. 12. It is 


think moſt able to bear the Charge of the Church 
© with the Miniſters. The Votes of all being re. 


* where the manyeſt Votes, without Reſpect of Per- 


Multitude: A Perſon's being a Communicant, 
Right to choiſe the Deacons : But all edge 18 1 


charitable Benevolence, have a Right to chooſe 


i 


5-48 i 
- < 


Again, when in any particular Church of this Na. 


+ WR 
FREE 


; 
1 2 
Pl 


tion Deacons are ordained, the Apoſtolical Practice 
2p 
afide ; for which there can be no Reaſon, if they 


of them, our Church made the Communicants ſole 


Tak? 


Electors; for in the Order of the Election of Elders 


m 


and Deacons in the Church of Edizburgh, which WW. 
faid,.* The whole Communicants are commanded to 
* be preſent Sunday Afternoon to give their Votes, . 
© as they will anſwer before God, to ſuch as they 


* ceived, the Scrolls are delivered to any of the Mini-W 
* ſters, who keepeth the ſame ſecret from the Sight of 
* all Men 'till the next Thurſday ; then in the Seffion 
he produces them, that the Votes may be counted, i 


* ſons, hath the firſt Place in the Elderſhip, and ſo 
v4 nn the Number of Twelve be compleat: 
So that if a poor Man exceed the rich Man in Votes, 

© he preceedeth him in Place, and is called the firſt, M 
* ſecond and third Elder, even as the Votes anſwer ; 
* and the ſame Method is obſerved in the Election 
* of the Deacons.” By this Order the Election is re- 
ried to the Communicants, and not given to the I ; 
2 
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doth not by itſelf, in my humble Opinion, give a 

£14 2 4 
1 
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to the Fund and Stock ſhould, by virtue of the 


thoſe, who ſhall be the Truſtees and Overſeers there- Mx 
of. It ſeems there were many Inconveniencies in the MR. 
Obſervation of this Rule; and therefore, Afſembly i 
1642. Act anent the . chooſing of Kirk-ſeffions, it is aw 
ſaid anent the Queſtion moved to the Afﬀembly 
concerning the Election of Kirk ſeſſions: The At- Bl 

| . | | 2 © ſembly i 


=_ Lax. 3 | 
ſembly ordains the old Seſſion to ele the now 


8 ſhall vaike in the Seſſion choſen, by Death or other- 


| wiſe, the preſent Seſſion ſhall have the Election of 


he Z/ders and Deacons are not choſen by the Mul- 
iude of the Diſciples, but by the old Seſſion; and 


hen this is done, their Edict is ſerved, and the 


ection to make, but they are not ſuffered to elect 
Ind chooſes, The Ule I make of this is, That fince 
"Sur Church does not look on the Manner of the 
- Election of Deacons mentioned, Acts vi. as a Con- 


n all the ſucceeding Ages of the Church 3 (for if they 
id, would they make a Canon directly opens to 
bat of the Apoſtles) and ſince by their Practice the 
AWhink it not neceſſary that Deacons ſhould be eleRe: 
y the Multitude of the Diſciples, let. me ask how 
n Inference can be, drawn from this, that therefore 
he People have a Right to chooſe their own Paſtors? 
And now when their chief and principal Argument 
Mor popular Election is examined, I am confident 
hat every intelligent Reader will obſerve the Weak- 
Meſs of it, nay that it is no Proof at all. 8 
A third Argument brought by ſome Writers is 


Ve 4 9 o go and preach the Goſpel to the Gentiles, Acts 


M 9 0 


Wo * 


MX. 
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their 
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oofs | 


= Parnabas and Simeon, Lucius and Manaen 
Piniſtred to the Lord, viz. in Prayer, Reading and 
Preaching the Word, and diſpenſing the Sacraments 
at Antioch; The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate to me 
aul and Barnabas for the Work, whereunto I 
axe called them ; And when they had faſted and 
rea, and laid their Hands on them, they Fe 


* 9 
* 


8 


both in Burgh and Land; and that if any Place, 


the Perſon to fill the vacant Room.“ Now the, Seſ. 
on conſiſts of Elders and Deacons with the Mi- 
iger; and this laſt Order, for what I know, has 
een obſerved to this very Day in our Churches: 


MF cople are allowed to object, if they have any Ob- 


4 titution eſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles to be obſerved 


aken from a particular Miſſion of Faul and Barnabas 


ii. 1, 2, 3. When certain Prophets aud Teachers, 


LS 


r 4 


„ „ 6G % „ 6 


ſent to Autioch by the Church of Jeruſalem: So da 


ſome Writers, but others have dropt it, as the Author 


paſt it, knowing that it is an Argument uſed by In- 
dependents for eſtabliſhing their main Principle, that 0 


am to ſhow that from it no Countenance is given to 


and my Reaſoning from it is, ergo the People did 1 


them away. The Argument formed from this 
Paſſage is this, If theſe Prophets and Teachers did N 
* miniſter before the Lord in the Church of Antzoch, pa. 
© ſurely the People attended on the Ordinances diſ- the 
* penſed by them, they joined with them in Faſting ¶ V 
and Prayer; and in this Miſſion the People con- Y be 
curred and gave their Conſent ; and if the Peoples Wim 
Conſent was needful in the appointing of Miniſters A 
to a certain and particular Work in the Church, the 
they have a Right to call and elet them to the vit 


Miniſtry itſelf.” Now before I give a Reply, I WH: 
muſt obſerve to the Reader, that Paul and Barnabas il 
were Church officers before this Appointment was the 


made. Paul had already preached at Antioch for a ba 
whole Year, Acts xi. 26. having been made an ha 


Apoſtle ſome Time before, Acts ix. 15. and preached WW ſor 
at Damaſcus. And as to Barnabas we are told, i of 
Acts iv. 36. that he was a Levite, and fold his Land, ſh 


p 
0 
* 
Kb 


he was one of the ſeventy Diſciples, and as ſuch was m. 


and laid the Price at the Apoſtles Feet; 2 BY 


then the ſeparating of them by Prayer, Faſting and A. 
Impoſition of Hands, cannot be explained of their 
Ordination to the Miniftry; for that they had al- 


of Js Sopals. He has It woe evan; che many; By WY 
guments he hes gathered together; he has: wiſely 


the Feople have a Right in the Government of the v. 
Church, and ordering of Church-affairs. But now I 


popular Elections; for the Holy Ghoſt had ſaid to 5 
the Prophets at Autioch, that he bad called Paul. 
and Barnabas to preach the Goſpel to the Gentzles, 


not call them, nor could the extraordinary Call of the Nc 


Spirit need the Conſent of the People ; The Bol Bn 
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this HG hoſt. acquainted theſe Prophets of the Perſons by 
did Name, and requires them and not the People to ſe- 
ioch, parate them: They indeed joined in the Prayer for 
dif- the Bleſſing of God upon them, and Succeſs in their 
ſting Work; but will this infer, that they could not 
con- 
»ples | 
iſters Again, the Genrzles, to whom they were ſent to preach 
urch, the Goſpel, gave Paul and Barnabas no Call, no ln- 
> the vitat ion to be their Miniſters, or to preach to them. 
ly, 1 Had this been the caſe, here, and had theſe Gen- 
abas Miles, either perſonally appeared at An7z0ch, or ſent 
was their defire to the rophets, and askt that they might 
for a have Paul and Barnabas to be their Miniſters, and 
e an had the Prophets upon this appointed, I had met with 
ched WW ſomething like an Argument for the Peoples Right 
told, of Election; but there was no ſuch Thing. Here I 
and, 8 ſhall take Occafion to ſhow, that there was no ſuch 
ably Thing in that Viſion of Paul, Acts xvi. 9, 10. which 
was many with a great deal of Ignorance mention now a 
:; So days as a Proof of a popular Call. There it is ſaid, 
and And a Viſion appeared to Paulin the Night: There 
heir H a Man of Macedonia and frayed him, ſaying, 
1 al- Come oder to Macedonia and help us; and after he 
by Dad ſcen tlie Viſion, immediately wwe endeauoured to 


that 


1 vourite Opinion, that it makes one Man to chuſe 
and call for all the reſt; it rather ſpeaks for one Man 
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People right, by giving them the true Expoſition of n e 
the Place, in which all Commentators agree with- he 
out a difference. The Man that ſtood before the 
Apoſtle in a Viſion at Night, when he was awake, 1 
was an Angel of God, who appeared to him in a 
'bumane Shape and Likeneſs, Thus the Angels of. 


ten appeared to the Patriarchs under the Old Te- the 
ſtament; and ſo they did upon Occaſions to ſome of Wt * 
the firt Miniſters of the Chriſtian Church, and this the 
was one Way by which God was pleaſed to reveal W W 
his Mind to them, and gave them his Inſtructions. £7 
Whether he was the tutelar or preſident Angel of Su 
that Country, that had the Care of it committed to 15 
him, it would be a digreſſion to enquire, or if there ** 
be any Ground from the Scripture fr prefident An MM 4 
gels over Countries, as 1s Ad "by ſome, becauſe L 
of what is told us, Dau. x. 12, 13, 20, 21. But. © 
this good Angel is ſent from Heaven to notify to ® 
this Apoſtle that it is the Mind of God, that he 8 © 
ſhould carry the Goſpel tidings to theſe Genzzles. The ] 
good Angels are concerned for the Salvation of Men; $8 ' 
one of them was the firſt Preacher of the Goſpel to WF 
the Shepherds of Bethlehem, Luke ii. 10. J bring | 


7% good Tidings of great Foy, which ſhall bc to 
all People. And after that, they were concerned for ⁵ ⁵ 
the Propagation of it. This good Angel perſonating 
a Macedonian, ſpeaking their Language, reckons 

himſelf as one of them, and ſays, Come over to Ma-. 
cedonia and help us. The Author of jus Populi BR. 
uſeth this Text as a Proof, That none have Right 
to vote but ſuch as Teſide in the Fariſh ; but this 
Man was no real Man, and he had no Reſidence at 
all at Macedonia. But I ſhall proceed now to an Ar- 
gument that is ſtrongly urged by the Learned, 
. wherein they exerciſe their critical Talents. 

Arg. 4. is taken from Ads xiv. 23. And. when 
they had ordained them Elders in every Church, 
and had prayed with Faſting, they commended them 
o the Lord on whom they believed. Here the A- 
+ . poſt les 
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„Mated by Suffrages and Votes: So Beza and others un- 
aderſtand the Word. Now they could not be ordain- 
Ned by the Suffrages of Paul and Barnabas; for 

. there could be no Place for Suffrages where there 

is but two Perſons; the Suffrages therefore were 
the Suffrages of the People of theſe Churches » The 
Word is taken from the ancient Cuſtom of the Gre- 
cians, who in the Election of Magiſtrates gave their 
| Suffrages by extended or ſtretched out Hands. This 
is the Signification of the Word, 2 Cor. viii. 19. And 
it is never uſed in any approven Greek Author in 
another Senſe, when the Hiſtorian Lake wrote the 
As of the Apoſtles, And if he had uſed it in any 
other Senſe in this Place, he could not be underſtood 
by his Readers, but muſt have been a Barbarian to 
them; and not ſo much as a fingle Inſtance out of a 
ſacred or profane Author can be given where it 1s 
uſed in another Senſe. I am perſuaded every Body 
will own I have put the Argument in a due Light, 
and that I have concealed rothing of the Strength 
thereof. But if the following Conſiderations are fair- 
ly weighed without Byaſs to a Cauſe, I am confi- 
dent that this Argument cannot convince any judici- 
ous and knowing Perſon : For 1/t, The Verb g-, 
they commenacd them to God in whom they belzeved, 
has in this Verſe two Nominatives ys pToyno anres, 
m6Iv24pur, and our Interpreters ſupply without any 
Neceflity the Copulative and, no leſs than twice in 
this Verſe, when the Copulative x, is not in the 
Original; ſo the true reading is this, Having or- 
da ined them Elaers in every Church, praying with 
Faſting, they commended them to the Lord in whom 
they believed. Now the Perſons that did this were Paul 
and Haruabas, as we ſee all along from Verſe — | 
any . „ | „ 1 f 
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21 and 22. But the Argument ſays, That the Word 


Ry * 1 
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% r ſignifies to ordain by Suffrages, and ſince 
 Suffrages cannot hade Place where there are only 
to, therefore they did ordain by the Suffrages of i 
the People of theſe Churches. But here it muſt be 
conſidered, the Word fignifies ſometimes to ordain, iſ 

create, or elect by Suffrages, and ſometimes it figni- 8 
fies ſimply to ordain, create or ele&, where there 
were no Suffrages at all. Now I own that it is «ſed 
often in the firſt Senſe in the profane Author cited i 5s; 


by Mr. Gzlleſpy, miſecl. Queſt. page 14. And that fa 
it is ſo uſed, 2 Cor. viii. 19. We have ſent with him Wl w 
the Brother (that is, Luke our Hiſtorian) whoſe WF 0, 


Praile ig in the Goſpel throughout all the Churches. | 


ji And not that only, but who was alſo choſen ( . i Þ 
-> Fond) of the Churches to travel with us, zvith this C 
Grace, margin, his Giſt. And there is a certain Rule to f 
know when the Word does ſignify to 6r4azn or cbuſe 1 


by Suffrages, and it is this, that whenever it is af— 
firmed of many Perſons, it muſt have this Signitica- 
tion, becauſe the giving of Suffrages can only be 
where there is a Number or many: But then, when- | 
ever I find the Word affirmed of only one or two | 
Perſons, then it cannot ſignify to ordain by Suffraget, 


47 2 , + 
J | *4 q.. n = : 
66. . | | but ſimply to or dazn or clect Now one or two may | 
r very well be ſaid to appoint or chuſe. If then I can 
—_:. prove both from ſacred and profane Authors, that 


the Word is thus uſed, the confident Aſſertion laid ü 

down in the Argument, That one Inſlance out of a 
facred or profane Author cannot be given, where it 
Ir uſed in any other Senſe than to ordain or chuſe 
by Suffrages, muſt fall to the Ground; and thoſe 
who make this Aſſertion, muſt be aſhamed or con- 

vinced of their Raſhneſs. As to a ſacred Author, 
this ſame Divine Hiſtorian Lnke uſes it concern- 

| ing God, Act x. 40, 41. Him God raiſed uh 
— \$ 1 true third Day, and ſhewei him openly; not to all 

r | the Peofle, but unto Witneſjes, choſen before of 
3 7 un | Cod, aweys coro:npero; he is ſpeaking of the A- 
poſtles who were choſen immediately by Jeſus * 
| | | With- 


— 


oithout the Suffrages of any Perſons whatſoever. Jeſus 


Vince cohyriſt, who is God as well as Man, was here the fols ; 
only  Elector. 5 5 5 
And as for uninſpired Authors, I find it is uſed by 
ut be them, where there were no Suffrages. : Philo, who 
dain Vas contemporary with the Apoſtles, lib. de Joſepb, 
ſigni-⸗ ſpeaking of Jeſ ph the Son of the Patriarch Jacob, 
there ſays r. £25774 s bra £yere0 1008 0, . e. when he was 

aſed appointed or choſen the King's Peputy or Lieutenant. 
cited Sure ly Pharoh the Tyrant of Egypt, did not ſtoup ſo 

that far as to ask the Suffrages of the People or the Nation, ' 
him =# when he ſet this Lieutenant over them. And /b. 1. 

hoſe de vita Moſis, ſpeaking of him, ſays, % s - 

bes. i pure, he was ordained or choſen Ruler over Iſrael ; | 1 
ar But how was this? Not ſurely by the Suffrages of the 7 | 
his Children of 1/rae!, but by God alone; and in the „ 
N ſame Book, ſpeaking of the Prieſts the Sons of Aarom, A 
fe 28025 + 87607099, he, 2. e. Moſes ordained Prieſts: This x 
Ate was when he conſecrated them by the Dire&ion of 
ee God, without the Suffrages of the eople; and Mai- 

be mus Tyrins an approven Greek Author for the Stile 

Co of Language, tho' he lived after the Apoſtles in the 

wo Reign of Antoninus Pins, ſpeaking of the Horſe by 

ef, whoſe neighing Darius was made King, ſays, & piu 

ay 1 D -<poy oi Tleps al r 2v70y 8{atporpiuncey A 719 'PxNp 

an vßpi ro. L. I. e. the Perſians did not give Homage 

at to Darius, till the Iaſcivious Stallion made him- King. | 

id By this Time the Argument is put exceedingly to the 2 
4 Bluſh, and it will be more ſo, when I ſhall have Oc- | N 
It caſion to ſhow that the Word is uſed by Ecclefiaſtical 

e Writers fimply for to ordain or chuſe, where there 

S were no Suffrages. And the learned Selden, who was 

1 a Member of the Weſtminſter Aſſembly, and who is 

»/ owned by all to be one of the firſt Rank of riters, ſays, 

- de ſyned Hebr. lib. 1. cap. 14. That long before the 

a Acts of the Apoſtles ætere wr, the Word wat uſed 

1 zo ſignify ſimply to ordain or elect. His Words ſhall 

F tranſcribe and tranſlate. Nam per ſiſfragia in comi- 


 razs alibive quid f.cere,' manibus porrectis aut modo 
eo, qui per $eoTo;et., c origine ſia promaria deno- 
ta- 


J ð < 


tatu r, Romanis non ſolum nunguan receptum eft ; ſed 
maxi me etiam, qua Græci id faciebant, improbatum, 


ut expreſſum ſcimus ex Cicerone in Orat. pro Flacco: 


umde inſuper non iniguum eſt, ut exiſtimemus poſt 


devictum ab iis Græciam (id eſt diu ante Acta Apo- 


ſtolorum ſcripta) logocque & mores Romanos zllud 


iutroductoc, deſiiſe etiam atque ut abrogatum evanu- 


ilſe apud Grecos ipſos manuum fic porrigendarum ri- 
tum; manente nibhilominus voci xsip03oveiy ſigui fica- 
tione illa ſimpliciori qua ordinare, conſtituere, creare 
id genus alia ſignificaret, i. e. Election by Suffra- 
ges declared by outſtretched Hands, was not only 
not received by the Romans, but even where the 
Greeks uſed it, it was condemned, as we exprefly leam 


from Cicero in his Oration for Haccus; wherefore it is 


not abfurd to think, that after the Conqueſt of Greece 
by the Romans, (which was long before the As of the 


Apoſtles were written) both the Roman Laws and Cu- 


ſtoms were introduced there; this Cuſtom of ſtretc h- 
ing out Hands in Elections diſappeared, and was utter- 

ly aboliſhed : Nevertheleſsthe more ſimple Significa- 
tion of the Word X##cJowtr, toordain, conſtitute, create, 
and the like remained. 2. The Rule I have laid 
down to know when it fignifies fimply to ordain, and 
when it fignifies to ordain with Suffrages, helps us to 
know the Signification of the Word here; and now 
there being but two Perſons, of whom the Word 1s 
_ affirmed, to wit, Paul and Barnabas, and ſince Suf- 
frages take not place where there are but two, it can 
fignify no more here than to ordain, and ſo the Tranſ- 


lation of our Interpreter is good : And here I lay 


don a Propoſition, which can no more be diſapproved 
than the former Rule, which is, that no Word can 


fignify any more Perſons, than thoſe of whom it is ex- 


preſly aſfirmed; now x«poloyngav]zs is expreſly affirmed 


of Paul and Barnabas, and of no other: Haw then 
can it ſignify here; that they ordained Elders with the 


Suffrages of the People? Is not this to affix a Significa- 


tion to the Word, which it cannot bear in this Text ? 


Again 
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Again I am told by Mr. Leigh, Crit. ſac. that Ste- 
Plans in Theo. Ling. Gr. ſays, That this Word, 


een it governs the Accuſative Caſe, (for ſo it does 

in this Text) /ign7fies not to give Srffrage, but to or- 
dain, create or elett. Again there are celebrated 
Writers who underſtand the x«#p070172 of the ordaining 
of Presbyters in every Church, by the Impoſition of 
| the Hands of Paul and Barnabas. Hands cannot well 
be laid on any Perſon without extending them in ſome 


ra- Meaſure, and they want not Reaſon to ſupport their 
nly Opinion, for ſince Impoſition of Hands was then a 
the = conſtant Rite ufed in the Ordination of Paſtors, 
amn MY and there is no Mention made of it in this Place, 
t is when Faſting and Prayer are diſtinctly related, it is 


wad reaſonable” to think, that the Rite of Impoſition of 
I Hands is contained under the Word e sνεe 
* ſo without any Violence done to the Text; and by this 
h- Means the Senſe of the Text comes out to be this, 
yy they having by Impoſition of Hands ordained Presby- 
a- ters in every Church, praying with Faſting, com- 
©, "mended them, 7Z. e. the Presbyters, to God, in whom 
id they believed. From all I kave advanced, it will ap- 
d pear, that this Argument, which has made a mighty 
0 Noiſe in the learned World, makes nothing at all for 
id popular Elections: But the Text of Scripture on 
'$ which it is grounded, aſcribes the whole of this Bu- 
F ſi neſs to two Paſtors, Paul and Barnabas, and ſo I 
1 look upon it as another convincing Evidence, that in 
| the Apoſtolical Age, the Church Repreſentative 
4 were the Eleftors. The learned Mr. George Gilleſpiæ 
| who deſerves to be mentioned with Honour and R- 


BY flcem, and whoſe praiſe is to this Day in all the 
Churches of this Nation, ſeems to me to be like a Man 
ſtruggling with the pangs of Death, or as a Man bound 
with Cords, which he attempts to unlooſe, when ſome 
of rhe forementioned particulars did caſt up to his 
View, but cannot do it, for to get free of them he 
takes hold of any Thing that may help him out, and 
hereby he may evade the Reaſoning on this mm 8 
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For after he had denied to the People an elective Suf. 
frage in the calling of Miniſters, and had allowed them 
only a Liberty of conſenting, tho' I muſt own, ſuch a 
Conſent as amounts to @ Negative upon the Elder- 
ſhip or Church Repreſentative, he forgets himſelf, and 
in a downright Inconſiſtency with himſelf, would make 
this Text prove, that the People have a Right of 
giving their Suffrages. For Evidence of this, I deſire 
that my Readers may compare Pag. 8. of his Miſc. 
| Breſt. with the fix follow ing pages. Ican make no A- 
J palogy for this, but that he did not live to give this 
Book the finiſhing Stroke. And now I proceed to con- 
ſider what is advanced by this able pen. 1/3, He ſays 
P. 9. They ordained ; the pronoun they reſpects not 
Paul and Barnabas and their Ordination of Elders 
but the Election of Elders by the Churches: He ſays, 
the Senſe is this, Moreozer they made to themſelnes, 
3. e. the Diſciples mentioned in the former Verſe, 
made to themſelves, for they who were made were 
not Elders or Miniſters to Paul and Barnabas (but to 
the Multiiude of the Diſciples) zn every Church, El. 
ders, while they were faſting with them, and pray- 
zug, and commending them (i. e. as he ſays, p. 12:) 
Faul ad Barnabas, for their Safety and Preſervation, 
being willing to let them go to the planting and wa- 
gering of other Churches. Here my. Animadverſions 
are, 1ſt, That if the Word they does not relate to the 
A poſſles Ordination of Elders, then it follows, that 
| tho? the ſeveral Churches did chuſe to themſelves El- 
ders, they were not ordained; and truly his Gloſs car- 
ries it this Length, for the Prayers are not for the per- 
ſons elected, nor are they commended to God, but 
they are for Paul and Barnabas, Again what Senſe 
is this, that the Diſciples mentioned in the former 
Verſe made to the Multitude of the Diſciples, or e- 
lected to them, Elders? Are the Diſciples mentioned 
in the former Verſe any other than the Multitude of 
the Diſciples {cr whom they elected Elders? 7 
e ron 


| ( 59 ) 


; this Means Paul and Barnabas did nothing at 


5 
* 


i chey did not ordain, did not pray, did not cs m 
; — > the People or Difciples did grdain or elect 
Wd pray, did recommend them to Gpd, » Pu as this 
Eaterpretation is repugnant ta the Streamiof all Com? 
mentatars, ſa. it is palpably oppolite te the forego- 
Wing Context. For from Ver. 20. Paul und Barnabas 
Ware: ſpoken of all along. Paul departed (2224 from 
Zyſtra) to Derbe with Barnabas. And, Ker: 215 
when they they had preached ( z. e. Pau and Ba 
mabas, and not the Diſciples) the Goſpel in that 
City, and had taught many, they (i. e., ſame Perſons) 
returned again to Tyſtra and Iconium and Autiool, and 
Ver. 22. confirming the Souls of the Diſciples (ſurety 
the meaning is not that the Diſciples confirmed them. 
| ſelves) and exhorting them to continne in the fairly 
and that we muſt through much tribulationu enter in. 
to the kingdom of God: And then Ver 23. having oK. 
dained to them, auoh, the Diſciples and Elders in-eve- 
ry Church. There can be nothing more eaſie than 
this: Muſt it not then be very ſtrange, té ſee this 
great Man forc ing an Argument from Tert of Scrip- 
ture, where it ia not to be met with? Mr. G7/Heſpze; 
to fortiſie and eſtabliſh his Expoſition of theſe Words, 
having ordained them eleders, ſays, That the Word 
d uroic, which we render them, makes for him: For he 
ſays, It ſhould not be rendered them, illis, but ipſid 
themſelves, and here gives the Authority of Paſer, 
who renders the Place, guumqus ipfis per ſaſfragia 
= crea/tnt prashyteros. But this is to put the Text to 
Torture, and to offer the greateſt Violence to it: For 
it puts rer in the Place of 'av79icy) without any Ne- 
Wo cellity, the Senſe being plain, thar Paul and Barna- 
1} bas ordained not Elders for themſelves; 'bat to them, 
| the Diſciples, in every Church. And by this EA. 
poſition all is given up to the Inde endents Who aſeribe 
to the People both the Right of Electieff and Ordi- 
nation. And, Laſtty, The Authority of F ge, car 
not carry it againſt the 8 of Tranſlations, 'whe 
„ | Re have 


Have It either eig or 19: But beſides, tho Paſor has il 


Vier. 22. They ordained Presbyters or Elders to thoſe i 


_ avbole Church, to ſend choſen Men of their own Com- 


and Elders. As then the whole Church or the Bre- % 
thren did choſe and ſend ſome in an extraordinary 


Service in the Church; therefore the whole 
or the Brethren have a jnſt Right to chaſe. and ele& 
Perſons to be their Miniſters. Before I proceed to 


they not being all of one Mind in this Matter, ſend 


val a Council is inſtantly called, ver. 6. the Cauſe is 


£2 
* E 9 


cm) 


it zpfir, he means diſcipulis, who have been ſpoke of, 


Diſciples they had been conſirming and exhorting, , 
for they fill” needed Paſtors to water after the A- 
poſtles had planted, and to build them up more in 3 


307 
Ws 
8 „ 
1 
> 


aith and Holineſs.  _ . = 
Arg. 5+ The next Argument brought from the 
Book ot the Act, is founded on AFs xv. 22, 23. 
Then pleaſed it the Apoſiles and Elders, with = W 1 


* 


pany to Antioch, with Paul and Barnabas, namely WM 
Judas. ſirnamed Barſabas and Silas, chief Men a- 
mong the Brethren, and wrote Letters by them af. 
ter this Manner, The Apoſtles and Elders and Bre- 
zhren, ſend greeting into the Brethren which are of 


#he Gentiles in Antioch and Syria, and Cilicia. W = 


From this Text the Argument is formed after this 


Manner, Judas and Silas are choſen by the whole ñ⁶ 


Chu ch, as well as by the Apoſtles and Elders, io = 
go upon a ſpecial and extraordinary Embaſſy, and 

the whole Church ſends the Perſons thus choſen, and |: 
the Letters ſent with them are writ in the Name of "* 
the Brethren, as well as in the Name of the Apoſtles 


Embaſſy, and appointed them to go upon ſuch nn 


ch 


give a Reply, I judge it neceſſary to notice, that 
there had been a Controverſy moved and debated 
concerning the Rites and Ceremonies of the Law of 
Moſes, whether thoſe who were converted to Chri- 
ſtianity were bound to the Qbſervation of them: And 


Paul and Barnabas to have the Decifion of the A- 
poſtles and Elders at Feruſalem: Upon their Arri- 


Open- 
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* being the Caſe, I proceed to the Anſwer. f. I no- 


MF tice that there is a manifeſt Difference made, ver. 22. 


9 


„between that which was acted by the Apoſtles and 
== Elders, and that which was acted by the whole 
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4 Church: For had the whole Church, that is, the 
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ple elected and ſent, as well as the | Apoſtles and 
1 ers, it would have, been expreſſed after this 
Manner. I Pleaſed the Apoſtles and Elders and 
ride whole Church: But it is not fo expreſſed, inti- 
matiag that the People did not act equally with their 
Cburch Officers: Wherefore, when the People are 
"OJ 


ſpoken of, the Phraſe varies ; it is not ſaid, and rhe 
whole Church, as it is of the Elders; And Elgers : 
So tbat the People did not give a deciſive N | 
the Election, or make 1 pointment in this Miſ- 
fin: If then the Church Officers were the Electors, 
and made the authoritative Appointment, is not the 
Inference from this more native, that the Office-bearers 
in the Church are the proper Electors of Perſons to the 
holy Miniſtry ? I ſay, Is not this a more native Infe- 
ö rence:than that which is made in the Argument for 
the Peoples Right? That this Remark is juſt, will 
appear, if we conſider, 1. That the proper conſtitu- 
ent Members of this Council, that afferted the Cauſe 
of Chriſtianity againſt Judaiſin, were the Officers of 
the Church; For ger. 6. as it is ſaid, And the A. 
Peaſties and Elders came . to conſider of Foun 
Eat on pig a ye 


f we look forward to chap. xvi. ger. 4 the Ref. Bl 


Tease, i. e. both thoſe” that | 
thoſe, that were againſt it: They with, 4 becom- 


029865 


Turions they cameè to are expre Ny Faid to be their de. 
eregs, withoar ſpeaking any Thing of the People. 


And as they ment through the Cities, they deli ver 
Feen the Decreer for 10 keep that were ordained of ib 
© Hhofiiles and Elders at Fernſaulem.. The People are 


not mentioned. 2. Let us conſider that the Apoſtles 
and Elders by Vertue of their Office, as they were Ml 
—- ey were authorized to be the Judges WP 
in this Matter: The Right of deciding in this 
Controverſy belonged to them; and ſure ly — 1 


Antioch, ho ſent Paul and Harnubat, did not Te 


them to the People of Jeraſalem, but to the Apoſtlés 
and Elders. For ver. f. it is expreſly ſa id, that 
they determined that aul and Barnabat, aud cer. 
pain biber of i,. Ion is go ip ro Jeruſa/ens dle rhe 
Apoſtles and "Elders about this Ducſtion. 3. The 
People were by no Means conſtituent Members of that 
Court : They were there only in the Capacity of 


Hesrers. ver. 12. The Multirude kept Silence, and 


gave . Audience + And wer. 13. They held" their 
e. both thoſe that were for Judaiſin and 

ing Reſpect reel e = did hear and learn of 

thoſe wham God aſſigned to be their Inſtructors. 


A = 
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4- The ffatutory Word is «cots ger. 22. pleaſed, 
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and this ib evidently afcribed to the Church Officers, 


For we hape it again ver. 28. It ſeemed food fe 
to the H Ghof 


tt Thoſt aud tb bt, i. e. (as all Interpre- 
ters explain it) it ſeemed good to us affiſted or in- 
ſpired by the Holy Ghoſt : This ſurely is not to be 
affirmed of the Multitude or the People. I know 
that here it is ſaid, that what was done in the Coun- 


eil was done plele Preſente: And they approved of 
by the Appointment laid on Judas and $2/as to ga 


with the 7 Letter: But is this any more than 
what can be faid of the Neciſion in the Matter of 
Doctrine? Was not this Deciſion given lebe 9 


ad did not they approve of it? And if any Thing 
n be concluded hence for the People, they will have. 
god a Right to ſit in Council and judge of Doctring, 
do elect in a Miſſion. They did no more in this, 
ban in the other: The Deed of the Church Officers 
to both they did approve: But were they nöt 
ound to approve? Was this optional? Had they a 
Negative in the Council? Let then theſe take care 


ni porcant Point to the People, 218. a Right of Decifi- 
on in Controverſies of Faith : Por the Evidence is as 


ihr to elelt in 4 Miien of Perſons upon a ſpeci 
Service in the Church. The Aﬀdemblyvf Divines met 


— 


den lliſſenting Inatpentents, P. 134. — 139. gere 
Zood Reaſons, iy hl bile Klaus be de 
BF explained ef the "Gets furlium, via. Becauſe the 
Number of Belivyers before this\Time had multipii- 
ea greatly ar Jeruſalem, and any one Pluce or Privare 
fy Houſe conld not contain them': They ſay, that the 


berſtrip in the Churek of Jeruſalem, but were A 


Xv. 40. and xvi. 19. and xvii. 4, 14, 15. and xviii. 


A Silas being Members of that Meeting, it followeth 


| Antioch joined with them, but of others alſo diſtinct 
from both theſe: And they enforce their Opinion, 
with this Conſideration, that here there was a Three - 
fold Power exerciſed, which does not belongsto the 


Tone or Cætus fidelium. 1. A dogmatick Power, 


E bc Ne- 


ho uſe this Argument, that they yield not up that 
Wrong for us here, as the!“ vidence is for their Wan 
| n 


rat MWaſtminſter, in their Anſtwer ro the Reafons of rhe 


1 | Cetus Synodie!s is nicant, 3. b, the Apoſtles, 'Bldere 
and others aſſembled from ſeveral Churches; ſuch 


K. 21. who were not fixed to any Office or Mem- 


I fitancs to the Apoſtles in ſeveral Places, and did the 
Office of Evangeliſts, which is plain of Sslat, Atts 


4. and of Judas, Acts xv. 32. 80 that Judas and 


chat it was a Meeting, not only of the Apoſtles and 
= Elders of Jeruſalem, nay nor of the Commiffioners of 


mning the Hereſy, or Error, which aſſerted the- 


” 
. Icy 
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Neceſſity of obſerving the ceremonial Law, and that 
— — not be ſaved without it. 2. A diatatick 
Fower, making a practical Canon, for avoiding the Scan- i8 
Aal, and abſtaining from ſuch Things as give the Oe- 
oy of it. 3. A critick Power, ger. 24. branding thoſe 8 
Teachers with the black Mark of Liars, Subverters of 
Soul and Troublers of the Church. Theſe ſurely. 
are ſuch Acts of ecclefiaſtical Authority and Govern 
ment, that no Presbyterian Divine will allow ta the 
. People: So that if the whole Church be meant of the 
Heaps, they only conſented and gave their Appro- 
_—_—C SS a>, 2% 4672 now} 
Thus I have diſpatched the firſt Part of the Ar- 
-gument- I go on to the other, which is, that the 
d iecretory Epiſtle was writ in the Name of People 
-equally with the Apoſtles and Elders, ver. 23. 7 be 
better, and Elders, and Brethren ſend greeting. 
Here there is left no Reom for an Evaſion: It is not 
laid with the Brethren, as it was ſaid ger. 23. wir 
the Church, of which I made a gaod Uſe But it is | 
aid, and the Bret hren: But to this I have ſeveral 
„Things to reply. Ast. That the Words x, ai euagoe, | 
and the Brethren, are wanting in Cod. Monut- 
Fortiz ; and if this be not an Omiſſion in the Tran- 
-Seriber, then the Epiſtle comes only from the A- 
poſt les and Elders. My Information is from Dr. Mal! i 
In lac. He alſo acquaints me that the Words :4j'9# i 
are wanting in Cod. Alex. and in Cod. Beze Cantab. 
. which are two of the moſt ancieat and beſt Manuſcripts 
of the New Teſtament, now extant. He adds that 
i are not in Barbar. 1. Collootini acta apa - 
lica, nor in the 2ulgate verſion. According to all theſe 
the Reading will be, The Apoſtles and Hlaerg, 
Brethren, fend greeting. And fo Dr. Mill lays, It 
3s thus cited by Ireneus, Paci anur and Athanaſius 
Maguus : Now can it be thought that ſo many Tran- 
fcribegs and Fathers were in a Plot to corrupt this 
Text? But this will not appear: Nay this Kind of 
Expreſſion occurrs in this ſame Book of the As, | -4 
2 FE | - - CHAP. 
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hap. il. 37. where the new Converts in their As 
feels to Peter and the Reſt of the Apoſtles calls 
hem, Men, Brethren, aydigss acid po; the copulative 
x} is not in the Greek, and there was no Neceſſity for 
pur Tranſlators ſupplying the Word, And: And as 
this is a manner of E uſed by theſe Con- 
verts to the Apoſtles, ſo the Apoſtle Peter himſelf 
gives it to the Jews in his Sermon to them, ver. 29. 
And is it impertinent, or out of the Way, to think 
that the Apoſtle Perer did diftate. or writ this Ler- 
ter? Is not this his Stile? The Apoſtle and Elders 
were Brethren, as both were Church Officers. Here 
the Apoſtle Peter, 1 Epiſtle v. 1. calls himſelf an 
Elder. The Elders which are among you, I exhort, 
who am alſo an Elder. Again, 2. Allowing that 
our Tranſlation is right, it will be proper to en. 
uire what Hand the People had in this Decretory 
Epiſtle (I ſo call it, becauſe chap. xvi. 4. the Reſo- 
lutions or Decifions contained in it are called the De- 
crees :) Now had the People equally 4a Hand with the 
Apoſtles and Elders in the Decree and Deciſion, as 
| to the Matter of Doctrine? I think no Presbyterian 
will aſſert this: If it is ſaid that they had equally a 


ſeemed good unto us, being aſſembled with one accord, 
to ſend choſen Men unto you —. And are we not told, 
Per. 6. who theſe were? The Apoſtles and Elder 
came together for to conſider this Matter: Where- 
fore the Reading, which I have mentioned, is for 
many Reaſons to be ſuſtained : And if it is not, then 
the aſſum ing of them into the Inſcription of the Ler- 
ter, infinuates no more than this, that the People did 
approve of the Deciſion in the Matter of Doctrine, 
being convinced from the Speeches of the Apoſtles in 
the Council, that the Rites of Maſes Law, were not 


* Hand with the Apoſtles and Elders, as to the Elec- 
, tion and Appointment of Judas and Silas in the 
10 8 Miſſion, and that for this Reaſon the Letter is writ 
in their Name. I anſwer, that the contrary appes 

0 from the Letter it ſelf; for Ver. 23. it is ſaid, I 


to be impoſed upon the Converts to the Chriſtian Re- 


. 


Tigion, and that they did approve of the Choice made by 


the Apoſtles and Elders in this Miſſion; or they join 


ith the Officers of the Church in the Salutation,' they 
— them wel] Nanu, vis. The Brethren in An- 
tzoch, and Syria and Cilicia; and this is no more than 
what the Romans do. When the A poſtle inſcribes 
his Epiſtle to the Churches of Galaria, Gal. i. x. 
2. Paul an Apoſtle, and all the Brethren which are 
wit h me, unto the Churches Galatia. From what 1 
have advanced againſt this Argument, it will appear, 
that here is neither exprefs Scripture, nor a neceſſa- 
ry. Conſequence deduced from it, for eſtabliſhing po- 
pular Elections. FꝶꝗPô!ß 4%. TOON 
Arg. 6. Conſequential Proof is drawn from, 1 Coy. 
xvi. 3. And when I come, whomſoener you ſhall ap- 


| Prove . by your Letters, them evell T ſend t0 Bring 
your Liberality to Jeruſalen. From this Text the 


Argument comes to this. Here the Corinthians are 
aſſured by the Apoſtle, that they ſhall have the E- 
lection of the Perſons that ſhall be ſent to Jeruſalem 
with their Liberality; and fince they had the Right 


to chuſe Perſons to their particular and inferior Ser- 


vice in the Church, much more have they a Right 
to choſe and cle&t Miniſters, who are to have the 
Care of their Souls. To this my Anſwer is, that an 
Argument a miuore ad majus is not valid; and here 


I refer to the Anſwers given to the ſecond Argument, 


p. —. And to theſe I add ſome ſpecial Anſwers di- 


rectly to this Proof. Firſt, That I do not think there 
was here any Election at all, the Scope and Intention 
of theſeWords being to excite them to give more libe- 
rally for the Relief of poor Chriſtians at Feruſalem : 
For when he ſhould come, he would be careful that 


it ſhall be ſent by Perſons of approven Honeſty and 


Fidelity among them. Is a Certificate given of a Per- 
ſon's Honeſty and Fidelity, an Election of him to 
any kind of Service? Is not this a Confounding of 
Things together, which are quite diſtinct. 2. The 
4. 7 | ph Words 


. {Ca 
Words by your Letters do not help the Matter? For 
in the Greek they are Ji eisen there being no Word 
in the Original for your. » Beiides 'Bewn and Mr. 
| Lock in loc. and many ochers fay, There ſhould be 3 


relates not to the Verb, whom ye Thatl approve: For 
vhen the Apoſtle was preſent with them; there was 
no occaſion to ſend Letters t0:chim, containing: their 


l :miclox;ay to refer to ways, I will fend, and then 
the Senſe is, I will write by thoſe, that they ſhall b. 
their Certificate and Teſtimonial recommend unt 
* him,” And, Laſtiy, Since the Apoſtle takes upon 
himſelf the Power of appointing, and ſays, Till ſeud, 


45. by Perſons; they can confide in, every Body muſt 
ang th ink, that even in this Matter, the Corinthians are 
the very much bound up, und that the Apoſtle taken 
are care to krep the People within due Bounds, leaſt 
E- they ſhould upon other Affairs be too aſſuming. 
em Here it may be replyed, That tho' this Fext is not 
ht ſo expreſs for the Peoples choofing of Meſſengers 
Ex. that ſhall-go with their Liberality; Yet it is evident 
he from z Cor. viii. 18, 19. And we have ſent with him 
he the Brother, whoſe Praiſe is en the Goſpel through» 
an out all the :Churches, and not that only, but who 
re was alſo chaſes of ali tte Churches xslomtii; to tra. 
it. del with as with this Grate. This Brother is by the 
i Generality of Interpreters judg'd to be the Evangeliſt 
re Lake. And here is another Part of the popular Election 


. travel with him with this Gift Here I very much que · 
1 ſtion, if this Election was by the Churches collective: 
t For it is not probable, that all the Chriſtians ſhould be 


aſſembled together, for an Affair of this Nature. I ra- 
ther incline to. think, chat chis Election war by che 
Church repreſentative: And here the Word xeigilorn- 
dei? can admit the Senſe and Meaning of chooſing by 
Suffrages with extended 2 5 but that Suffrages 


Were 


15 


Comma at 50xiuss J., and thus tay, that Ji si-“, 


Approbarion of the Perſons; wherefore they make 


and does not allow them to ſend their own Liberality 
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were ask d, and that they were given with extended 
Hands, I very much queſtion; for Lule being an E- 


vatigeliſt, and an extraordinary Paſtor of the Church, f 


and of great Merit and renown in all the Churches; 


upon the propofing of him for this Work, they would | 
all go in to it with a nemzne contradicente. Grotius 


zn loc. ſays, It was the Cuſtom for Paul not to aſſume 
to himſelf the Election of thoſe, who were to be Ad- 


miniſtrators of the Poor, but to leave it to a Synod. 
S0 that according to him, the Election was by the 
Church repreſentative. Again, he was choſen not on- 


ly to carry the Liberality and Collection, but to tra- 
vel with the Apoſtle, thatis, to be his Companion or 
Aſſiſtant in the Work of the Goſpel : Now the Confi- 


deration of ſuch an Affair as this, where Zuke's Mi- 


niſtry was moſt needed, or where it was moſt pro- 


per he ſhould be imployed, did not belong to the 1 


eople, but to the Church repreſentative. - © 
Thus I have mentioned all the Arguments, in which 


thoſe, who contend for PRs Elections, do lay the great- 


eſt Streſs; and all of them are at beſt but remote 


Conſequences from what is laid down in Scripture; 
but J am inclined to think, till I have Ground to 


change my Mind, that there is not a good conſeq uen- 


tial Proof in any one of them, nor in them all taken 
together. There are ſome other Proofs advanced by 


ſome Writers, which I am ſure they could never think 
would be convincing ; but leaſt that it may be thought 


that this is ſhifting, I ſhall in a few Words ſhow how $ 
| Inconcludent they are. The ſuſt is taken from, 2 Cor. 
iv. 3. For awe preach not our ſelves, but Chriſt Je- 


fus the Lord, and our ſelves your ſervants for Feſus 


Jake. Here Paſtors are talled the Servants of the Peo - 


ple, 2vs. Preach, i. e. we declare our ſelves to be yeur 


Servants ; but if they are the Peoples Servants, they 
| ſhould be elected and called by them. To this I an- 
ſwer, That they are not the Peoples Servants, by Way 
of Subjection to them, fo as to receive their Com- 
mands, and be obliged to obey them; but yy 
: 5 > kr ruling 


ne 


ruling and governing them for their Good and Inte- 
reſt, they do them the higheſt Service, by promoting 
their ſpiritual and eternal Concerns, and Intereſts of 
their precious Souls, by their Doctrine and Example; 
and in ſo doing they are the Servants of Chriſt Jeſus 5 
for what other Way can we ſerve him, but by being 
ſerviceable to the Intereſts of his Church and King- 
dom ; and this give them nomore a Right to chooſe 
them, than it does gives them a Right to ordain them, 
and to appoint them their Work ; which no Body will 
fay the People have a Right and Power to do. 

Second Argument is brought from 1 Zim. iii. 7. 
Moreover he, 1. e. a Biſhop, muſt have a good Re- 
| port of them that are without; this is very expe- 
dient, for the Credit and better Succefs of the Mi- 
niſtry: And is much more neceflary, that he be well 
liked and approved of them that are within the 
Church. Thus Mr. Gilleſpie Miſcel. Queſt: P. 2T. 
the Author of jus pop. p. 45. adds, That the Teſti- 
* mony required was not only of their good or ill 
Behaviour, which an Heathen might give, but ſuch 
* as Judged them fit and worthy to be, and ſo de- 
* fired them for their Officers, Which is not à mere 
© declarative Teſtimony, but ſuch as is elective.“ 
Here I can obſerve nothing like an Argument. It is 


* 


4 certain that a Miniſter ſhould be one who has 4.g00d 
3 Reporr, both of them that are without, and of them 
that are within the Church; 1. From them that 
3 are without, i. e. the Pale of the Church, theſe 
„ ere the Heathen, who are not Members of the 
;. Church: Now it was hard to obtain a Teſtimony 
» from them, who are both Strangers and Enemies to 
; them; But the Meaning is, that he muſt be one, 
ah againſt whom they cannot bring a. juſt Accuſation, 
ur becauſe of his former Converſation. 1. And, 2. From 
£4 them that are within the Church, or the Members 
ooh thereof; wherefore the Ancients in a moſt. publick 
* Manner propoſed the Names of thoſe they deſigned 
3 for the Miniſtry, that every Body might be allowed 
4 N | hy 42 e to 
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to object, if they had any Thing they could juſtiy 
lay to FA Charge of * Dar Na 2 re r 
Io Qualifcarion of a Biſhop is much the ſame with 
the ficit, which is mentioned, ver. 2. A Biſbop muſt 
be Blameleſt; not that he muſt be without all Sin, 
for ſuch cannot be found on Earth: There are Sins 
of Inſirmity into which the beſt fall; theſe do not 
take away A Man's good Name and Reputation; but 
a Biſhop muſt be irreprehenſible, as the Word fig- 
dbifies as to thoſe Crimes and, Vices, which give 
Scandal and Offence, leſt he be deſpiſed and loſe his 
Authority, and that Regard and Reſpect which his 
_ Office claims from Men. But where is the Inference 
that therefore the People have a Right to chooſe their 
own Paſtors ? Is not this to confound Things together. 
that are a quite diſtinct: A Teſtimony is one Thing, 
and Election is another: Many may give Teſtimony 
who have not a Right to elect; and if the. giving 
a Teſtimony' in Favour of one, infers à Right to 
_ ele, then Infidels and Heathens, who are without 
the Church, have a Right to chooſe the Paſtors of 
— has 50 3; room pin Ep Lobo af 
A third: I give in the Words of Jut Pop. p. 43, 44. 
„The Peoples Right to chooſe. their own. Paſtors, 
is evident from our Lord's Command unto them, 
I Fohw iv. 1. To rry the Spirits, the Spirits whe» 
* ther they art of Goa, becauſe many falfe Prophets 
are Zone out zuto the World, and Matth. vii. 15. 
8 there he commands his People 78 beware. of. falſe 
Prep hett; and he allows it in his People, not ta 
” heaf the Voice: of Hirelinge or unworthy : Paſtars, 
but inſtead of this te fe from them, as John x. 5. 
Nep. ii 2. There it is ſpoken to che Commendation 
z ef the Church of Epheſus, that ſhe had tried them 
Dieobich fait they were Apoſtles, and were not, bus 
did lie; ſhe tried them, and tried them ſo as to ro- 
© je& them for their Unworthineſs. And a Right 
to withdraw from unſound Miniſters, will infer an 
* inherent Right to make choice of ſuch as arg 


# 


wor- 


( 
* worthy.” And then aftet his uſual Way cites eight 


his or ten Writers who make uſe of this Argument, 
1th ſome of them Independents, as Owen, Amefius, and 
t to them I may join Mr. Lander; this he mould 
n. have avoided all along in his Book, but every where 
n falls into this without diſtingulſning between 
not Presbyterians and Independents. Now. his eiting fo 
ut, many Writers in every Turn, ſaying as he ſays, is no 
1g- Way: of Reaſoning at all; for tho' he could eite 
Ve | Pages full of ſuch on every Argument, their "Autho- 
is rity. by itſelf is no Proof to me or to any Perſon en- 
is iring for Evidence from the Seripture, that the 
4. *eople have a Divine Right to chooſe their own - 
3 Fa ſtors. But now Jam come to confiderhis Argument: 
r I all not ſtay to enquire who theſe falfe Prophets 


gre, whom our Lord commands us to beware of, and 
whom the A poſtle John exhorts us to try, but ſhall 


corrupt Teachers: The Scope of the Words of our 
Lord and his Apoſtles is to ſhow that People are 

to be un their Guard, left they be ſeduced and led 
away into Error, by ſuch Teachers; and this ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſes this Principle, that the People have 
a private Judgment of Diſcretion concerning the 
Doctrine that is taught; for unleſs they are allowed 
to judge and diſcern, what is Truth from Falſhoed, 
ba can they guard againſt falſe and abfurd Poctrines? 


v. 21. and by this Means endeavour to be ſo well 
grounded, as 0 Be always ready to grue un Anſwer n 
every Man that asketh them a Reaſouef the Hope that 


Proteſtants allow to the People a n Diſcretion 
in Oppoſition to the Doctrine of implicite Faith, 
maintained by the Church of Rome, which teaches 
that the People muſt believe as their Church belzeves, 
becauſe, they fay, they have Infallibility in their 
Church: But Proteſtants hold that People muſt not 
eſpeuſe the Doctrines of Religion upon Truſt ; are 

NN . | mu 


allow that by them are meant all falſe, unſound and 


Hence they are required to rode all Things, 1 The. h 


zt ia them, 1 Pet. iii. 15. On this Account it is, that all 
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fe object, if they had any Thing they could, juſtly . 

lay to the Char | of theſe Candidates. In ſhort this 

laſt ens. of a Biſhop is much the ſame with 
rit, which is mentioned, ver. 2. A Biſhop, muſt. 


the fi 
Ze blameleſt;. not that he mult be without all Sin, 


for ſuch cannot be found on Earth: There are Sins 
of Infirmity into which the beſt. fall; theſe do not 
take away 4 Man's good Name and Reputation z hut 
a Biſhop muſt be irreprehenſible, as the Word ſig- 
| nifies): as to thoſe Crimes and, Vices, which give 


Scandal and Offence, leſt he be deſpiſed and loſe his 


Authority, and that Regard and Reſpect which his 
Office claims from Men. But where is the Inference 


that therefore:the People have a Right to chooſe. their 


own Paſtors ? Is not this to confound Things together 


that are a quite diſtin : A Teſtimony is one Thing, 
and Election is another: Many may give Teſtimony 
ho have not a Right to elect; and if the. giving 


: a Teſtimony in Favour of one, infers a Right to 


plect, then Infidels and Heathens, who are without 
the Church, have a Right to chooſe the Paſtors of 


A third. I give in the Words of Jus pop. p. 43, 44. 
* The. Peoples Night to chooſe their own. Faftors, 
is evident from our Lord's Command unto them, 
. 1 Fohw iv. r. To try the Spirit, the Spirits abo. 
er they are of Goa, becauſe many falfe Prophets 
are gonò ont into the World, and Marth. vii. 15. 


there he commands his People re beware. of falſe 


Prephetr; and he allows it in his People, not to 


hear the Voice of Hirelinge or unworthy : Paftars, 


but inſtead of this to ee from them, as John x. 5. 
of the Church of Epheſus, that ſhe ad tried them 
aohich nid they wert Apoſtles, and were not, but 
did lie; ſhe tried them, and tried them ſo as to ro- 
© jet them for their Unworthineſs. And 4 Right 


*'to withdraw from unſoünd Miniſters, will infer an 
inherent Right to make choice of ſuch as arg 


Wor- 


* 
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, Reg. in 2. There it is ſpoken ro the Commendation 


1 
of 


(: 
*. worthy.” And then aftet his uſual Way cites ei; 
or ten Writers who make uſe of this Argunient, 
ſome of them Independents, as Owen, Amefius, and 
to them I may join Mr. Lauder; this he ſhould 
have avoided all along in his Book, but every where 
falls into this without - diftinguiſhing between 
Presbyterians and Independents. Now his eiting ſo 
many Writers in every Turn, ſaying as he ſays, is no 
Way of Reaſoning at all; for tho he could eite 
Pages full of ſuch on every Argument, their Autho- 
rity. by itſelf is no Proof to me or to any Perſon en- 
2 for Evidence from the Seripture, that the 
Feople have a Divine Rigbt to chooſe their o wan 
Faſtors. But now Jam come to conſiderhis Argument: 
I ſhall not ſtay to enquire who theſe falſe hets 
g,. are, whom our Lord commands us to beware of, and 
y hum the Apoſtle John exhorts us to try, but ſhall 
g allow that by them are meant all falſe, unſound and —_ 
corrupt Teachers: The Scope of the Words of our 7 : 
Lord and his Apoſtles is to ſhow that People arg \ 4 


to be on their Guard, left they be ſeduced and led 
away into Error, by ſueh Teachers; and this ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppofes this Principle, that the: People have 
a private Judgment of Diſcretion concerning the 
Doctrine that is taught; for unleſs they are allowed 
to judge and diſcern, what is Truth from Falſhoed, 
haw can they guard againſt falſe and abfurd Doctrines? 
Hence they are required to rode all Thingt, 1 Theff. 
v. 21. and by this Means endeavdur to be ſo well 
| grounded, as to e alebays ready to grue un Anſwer -t6 
every Man that asketh them a Reaſonof the Hope thas 
t iu chem, 1 Pet. iii. 15. On th is Account it is, that all 
Proteſtants allow to the People a Judgment of Diſcretion 
in Oppoſition to the Doctrine of implicite Faith, | f 
maintained by the Church of Rome, which teaches ; 
that the People muſt believe as their Church belzeves, -._._. FM 
- becauſe, they ſay, they have Infallibility in thein 
Church: But Proteſtants hold that People muſt not 
eſpouſe the Doctrines of Religion upon Truſt ; To 
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mult try and examine them by the Touch ſtone: of 
the Scripture: And to help them herein, they are 
to take along with them the Aſſiſtance of Minifters 
their ſpiritual Guides, who are more knowing im 
theſe Matters than themſelves, otherwiſe this Judg- 
ment of Diſcretion. is the dernier reſort, and the 
Feople are placed in the Chair. If there were falſe 
Teachers in the Church during the Time of our Sa- 
viour s publick Miniſtry upon Earth, the People were 
certainſy to be on their Guard againſt, them, and try 
them; but they would have been very preſuming, 
and much pufft up with their Knowledge, if they 
did, inftantly withdraw till they had the Mind of 
Chriſt or of his Apoſtles: And after the A ſcenſioti 
of our Lord, when falſe Teachers preach'd the. Ne- 
cellity of the Obſervation of the Ceremonial Law, 
and particularly of Circumciſion, the People then 
without doubt did exerciſe their private Judgment of 
Diſcretion, but did this warrant them to withdraw 
immediately? No, they had firſt Recourſe to- the 
Council of the Church at Fern/alem, who gave. theiv 
publick Judgment, and paſſed a Decree in that Mat- 


ter; and while the Apoſtolical Age laſted; Chri- 


ſtians had the Presbytery to repair to in theſe Points, 
Who no doubt called to their Aſſiſtance thoſe. who 
bad the Gift of diſcerning of Spirits, 1 Cor. xii. 34 | 
10. Now this Gift being ceaſed in the Church, the *® 
private Judgment of Diſcretion, .. which the people 
have, is to be guided by the publick Judgment of 
the Church-Repreſentative, who by their Office are 
beft qualified and authorized to try and examine the 
Teacher's Doctrine, and this the People ſhould. have 
before they withdraw and ſeparate ;, this J am ure is 
the Judgment of all ſober and wiſe Presbyterians, If it 
ſhall be the Lot of a People to be in a. Church, 
be whoſe Teachers are univerſally corrupt, as it is the 
lamentable Caſe of Proteſtants in France, and other 
Popiſh Countries, then they are to withdraw. from 
that Church, and to uſe the beſt. of their Diſcretion 

| to 
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to find out a purer Church, and Guides more ortho- 

dox and faithful; and when they have ſatisfied then 
ſelves this Way, they ſhould join themſelves to that 
Church or their Guides: If this is the Senſe of 
making a Choice, this will be yielded; but I bring 
the Matter to this Point, that when a Church rs 
orthodox and pure, and the publick Doctrine of 
it is known to all, as it is with the Church of Scot- 
land, if there are falſe Teachers in it, no doubt the 
People who have ſuch Guides have a Judgment of 
Diſcretion of their Doctrine; but they will be a little 
too preeipitant to withdraw upon their own private 
2 — till ſuch Time as they have the publick 
udgment of the Council of the Church or the Pref- 
bytery; for Perſons may have Errors in lefſer Matters, 
which will not juſtify a Separation from their Mi- 

niſtry. Thus our Saviour determined with Ref; ect | 
tothe Scribes and Phariſees, who were the Teachers 
of the Fews 3 he took Notice of their Miſtakes ig 
fome Things, and ſome Inſtances wherein they. did 
teach for Doftrines the Commandments of Mens 
and their wrong Gloſſes and Interpretations of the 
Law of Moſes, Matth. v. and particularly their Error 
on the 5th Command, Matth. xv. 5. And our Sa- 
viour warned them to bewareof the Scribes and Pha- 
riſee f, Mark xii. 38. and Matth. xvi. 11. 1 | 

ſhould be of the ſame Mind with them in t 

Things; yet becauſe their Doctrine was in the Main 

true and orthodox, our Savieur was not for rejecting 
them as falſe Prophets, as unfit to be heard, or for 
their chooſing new Faſtors and Teachers to them- 
ſelves; but he requires the People to continue under 
their Miniſtry, Marth, xxiii. 2, 3. T be. Scrabes and 
Pharzſees ſit in Moſes ſeat, all therefore whatſoever 
they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do: This 
they were to do till it ſhould pleaſe God to give 
them other Paſtors according to his own Heart; 
but then thoſe were not of. the Peoples Choice, as 1 

| have already abundantly made out. Now in Face 
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ſuppoſed Caſe, that there are corrupt Peachein 8 
the Church of Sgoti and, and that the People by their 


Private Judgment of Diſcretion think there are ſuch, 
they are to have a little Patience, and not to with- 
draw or ſeparate till they: are freed from them by 
the Judgment of the Church-Repreſentative : And 


when this is dane, their private Judgment of Diſ- 
cretion of thoſe who are to ſucceed them, does not in- 


fer that they have a Right to elect them to be their 


Miniſters, at leaſt that it is not ſolely their Right ; 


for the Election is to be by the publick Judgment 


of the Church-Repreſentative ; and which of theſs 
Judgments, that of the People, or that of the Officers 


ot the Church is to be preferred, the ſecond Book of 


Diſcipline determines. When chap. 3. 6 4. It de- 
* fines Election to be the chooſing out of a Perſon or 


_ * Perſons moſt able to the Office that vaikes by the 


Judgment of the Elderſhip and Conſent of the 
* ' People.” It is not ſaid by the Judgment of the 
People, but by the Judgment of the Elderſbip And 
as to this Judgment, the Miniſters of Fife gave it as 

their Opinion, That the People ought to give their 
Conſent. . Is it not better for a fick Man to take the 
Advice of a licenſed Phyfician or graduate Doctor, 


Whoſe Skill and Ability has been examined and ap- 


proven by thoſe who ace fit and competent Judges in 
that T rofeſſion, than the Advice of ſuch as have the 
Vogue of the giddy and unthinking Multitude, who 

enerally are for this or the other ignorant Quack: 
This Choice they make for the Health of their Bo- 
dies is a Swatch of the Election they will readily 
make of Perſons to be Miniſters and Inſtruments in 
the Salvation of their Souls. I have done with this 
Argument, when I have given a Reflexion on the 
Reaſoning of Ju pop. from Rev. ii. 2. which hs 
makes up by a bare faced Perverſion of the Text 
after this Manner, The Church of Epheſus ſhe could 
not bear them which are evil; ſhe had tried them 
which ſay they are Apoſtles, and are not, bur. my 
© CA 
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ound them -Liars: And for this ſhe is commended. 


Thus the Argument is made up by doing Violence to 
the Text; for ver, 1. the Apoſtle writes 0 rhe 
Angel of the Chnrch of Epheſus. Now it is ſhe to 
whom the Epiſtle ſays,T ho» carſt not bear them which 
are evil; and hou haſt tried them which ſay they are 
Apoſtles, and are not, and thou haſt found them Liars. 


| Now all Presbyterians ſay that the Word Angel or Meſ. 


ſenger is taken here collectively, not for any one Miniſter 
to the Excluſion of others, but for the Presbyters or 
College of Miniſters, for there were more Faſtors at 
Epheſis than one, as appears from Act xx. 19, 28. 
They were all Angels, and firm in the Oneneſs of 
their Work, all of them are called an Angel ; the 
Miniſters then are the Perſons, who tried theſe wwho 
were given our to be Apoſiles, and after Trial they 
Jound them out to be Laars, i. e. falſe Apoſtles. 
Now what is it that can be inferred from their Trial ? 


Not that the People have the Right of Election, 


but rather that this belongs to the Officers of the 
Church. Again, If the Church collective, or the 


People, tried theſe falſe Apoſtles, and found them 


Liars, is not this to yield an important Point to the 
Independents, and renounce an Article of our Con- 


feſſion of Faith, which had the Author of Jus po- 


puli duly conſidered, had kept him from a great 


many heedleſs Eſcapes he has made thro' the whole 
of the Book; it is the zd Art. of Clap. i lt be- 
longeth to Synods and Councils miniſterially to 
determine Controverſies of Faith and Caſes of 


> 


„ a. . . 


the better ordering of the publick Worſhip of Go 


and Government of his Church, Oc.“ 


5 * 


Lo 


In my Inquiry after Scripture evidence ſor the 


Peoples Right of Election, I have, hitherto been 
unſucceſsful, and have repreſented fully the Grounds 
that have moved me to be of another Way of Think- 
ing: But fince there are ſeveral Ordinations of Per- 
ſons into the holy Miniſtry mentioned in the. New 

Oe 0 5 =. Teſta · 


Conſcience, to ſet down Rules and Directions or | 


— 


1 
Teſtament, where we might reaſonably expect to. 
meet with ſomething in Favours of the pretended 
Right of the People, it will not be thought, that I 
have finiſhed and compleated what I propoſed in this 
Section, unleſs I take them under my particular Viewand 
Conſideration ; therefore I ſhall, before I proceed to the 
other Sections of this Treatiſe, offer my Thoughts 
on them, ſubmitting them to the Trial and Exami- 
nation of theſe who are able to ſet me right on this 
Subject. The firſt I take under piy Conſideration is 
the Ordination of the preaching Elders, or the Mini- 
ſters of the Church of Epheſus, which we have re- 
lated, Act wx. 28. where the Apoſtle Paul cau- 
tions them to rate herd to themſelves and to the 
Flock, over the which the Holy Ghoſt hath made them 
Overſeers, «'«:0 had placed, conſtituted, or appointed. 
In this Ordination we have not the leaſt Reaſon to 
think, that thoſe Paſtors of Zpbeſus were called or 
elected by the Members of that Charch; but the A- 
poltle Paul having ſent to Epheſus for them to come 
to him at Miletus, he tells them, that the Hely 
SGhoſt had made them Biſhops of that Church, and 
and cautions them to watch over themſelves and 
the Flock. Now ſince the Holy Ghoſt had made 
them Overſeers, it muſt have been either by nomi- 
nating of them for the Miniſtry in that City, as when 
in a particular Miſſion of Miniſters, to carry the Goſ- 
pel to the Genrzles, the Holy Ghoſt defigned by 
Name Paul and Barnabas, Acts xiii. 2. Separate 
unto me Paul and Barnabas for the Work where: 
2nto I hav? called them, or they were placed and 
conſtituted Miniſters there by the Apoſtle az, di- 
rected by the Holy Ghoſt to make Choice of theſe 
very Perſons, either of which Ways made their, Call 
to be extraordinary. Marloras in loc. ſays, Sed Pre- 
 *cepre in hoc zuſiftat Paulu quod non. humanirus 
"erainats ſunt, ſed wllis a Dev mandata fit ectleſte 
chra; i. e. That which 
„that they were not ordained by Men, bet 


aul chiefly noticeth is, 


t that 


[7 


„ e 
.* the Care of the Church was committed to them 
* by God.“ In thoſe Times the Apoſtles had the 
Gift of decerning, they being filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt were aſſiſted and directed to decern who were 
fit to be the Governors of. the Church; when there- 
fore the Apoſtle told them, that the Holy Ghoſt 
had made them Overſeers, he has undoubredly in 
his View theſe twelve Perſons who propheſied at 
Epheſus, of whom we have Mention made in the 
former Chapter. Verſe 1, it is ſaid, that when Fant 
had come to Epheſis,” he found certain Diſciples, 
Verſe 6. and when he hal laid his Hands on them, 
(this was a Rite in Ordination, and is often taken 
for the whole of that Action) the Holy Ghoſt came 
ii pon them. and they ſpoke with Tongue aud pro- 
pheſied. Ver. 7. Aud all the Men were about twelve. 
Now there he calls the Elders of the Church, chap. 
xXx. 17. and having ſent for them to Miletus, he puts 
them in Mind of their Duty to the Flock over which 
the Holy Ghoſt had made them Overſzers. The 
Perſons that were ſeparated to the holy Miniſtry by 
the Apoſtles were not choſen by Men, but the A- 
poſtles either by their Gift of diſcerning of Spirite, 
or by a ſpecial Revelation of the Holy Ghoſt, did 
both chuſe and ordain them. Clemens Romanus (of 
who it is ſaid Philip. iv. z. that his Name ig evrz7 
2% the Book of Life) in Phiſh. ad Corinth. Sect. 42. 
aſſerts this in direct Terms, Ka yogas w # Hoheit 
ung vοονν e Kalrztavoy Tas &'@ 1095 aurw., Jof, 4 Js TO 
. 2 Ir el; £719 1005 x, d\iiugz0us Tov WINNOp|ov a155 e, 
i. e. The Apoſtles preaching through the Provinces 
and Cities appointed their firſt Converts, having 
| Tryal of them by the Spirit, to be the Biſhops and 
Deacons of thuſe. that ſhould afterwargs believe. 
The ſame is related by Clemens: Alexandrinus con- 
cerning the Apoſtle and. Evangeliſt. John, as he 
is cited by Euſebius Eccleſ. Hiſt. Lib. iii. Cap. 25. 
Org ds Xx N 27% 5s rie pg; wv Un0 Ty abty 46 on- 
lat Hs; i. e. And ot . theCler- 


1 .-92 0 ) : 
=. Ay. ſomeone or ol her of thoſe who were made known 10, . 
_ him bythe Spirit. Thus theChurches had theirPaſtors 
_ by the Election of the Apoſtles, guided by the Holy 


Giſt ; ſo that there was no Place for humane Elec- 
tion in the apoſtolical Ape, and it would ſeem that 
| it muſt have been fo in that Age; for by a Com- 
5 miſſion from their great Lord and Maſter, they were 
_—_—_ called to go through the World and diſciple the Na- 
rs t ions, and Preach the Goſpel to every reaſonable Crea- 
ture; and when by this Means an Apoſtle had in 
a City or Province planted a Chriſtian Church, he 
was to orlain to that hurch a Miniſter, (before he 
Wi. he went to other Places) to officiate to them za /a- 
=. cri for their Confirmation and upbuilding in Faith 
mg and Holineſs: But their Abode in one Place being 


j but ſhort, they could not by any . 
F know, who of theſe Novices was fit for the Mini- 
We {try ; 'theſe new Converts being of no ſtanding in 


1 | Chriſtianity, therefore it was neceſſary, that fit Per- 
4 ſons ſhould be deſigned and elected to them by the 
the Apoſtles inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt: In theſe 
Churches newly planted and converted there were 
none accompliſhed for the Miniſtry but thoſe who had 
received theHolyGhoft,by.the laying on of the Hands 
of the Apoſtles. Another Place where the Ordination 
of a Miniſter is ſpoken of in the New Teſtament, is 

1 Tin. iv. 14. Mglect nor the Gaft that 2s in thee, 
which was given thee by i ropleſy, with the lay: 
ing on of the Hands of the Presbytery. The A- 
poſtle Paul in his Epiſtle to Timothy gives him a 
dire Tory, according to which he was to receive Per- 


' fons into the Miniſtry, and Jays down the Qualifica- 


tions of. ſuch as he was to admit; but tho' theſe are 
a Mc icularly told, yet in theſe Epiſtles we meet not 
re Sentence concerning the Peoples Right of 
ioo, and in th:ſe Epiſtles he ſeveral Times 
tions the Ordination of Zzmorhy; yet we have 

Whing recorded of the Peoples calling him, he be- 

an Evangeliſt, an extraordinary Church-officer,, 
had his Miſfion from Ged in a Way and Man- 


* ner 
2181 


2 _—_— 

„„ Wr 29 
4, 1,844 0 
- 


cordiug to Prop 


ed, 177 


. to ſay by the Holy Got. And Theodoret expreſſeen 
It thus, Ov op 6: pe vy rel et RANT 5205 GANG xd]e- 6 | 
rv a ary i m1 NA tar (HSE i. e. He received 
ö not by buman Calling but by a Divine 


ET 
ner that muſt fatisfy every Body that he was not 


el fted by Men. Diodati that eminent Paſtor of the - 


Church of Geneva in loc. gives the follow ing Expe- 
fati- n, God having declared thy Vocation net by Votes 


. of hmane and ordinary Election, but by prop haticł 
Revelation, and expreſs Oracle ſignified ro the Chnreb 


by the. Es e 4 het s by Propheſy, or ad- 


m. i. 18. This Charge I commit to thee Son 
Timothy, according to the Prophecies that went be- 
fore of thee, that thou by then mighteſt war a good 


Warefare. Here Diodati obſerves, That by theſe God 
. ſignified to his Church the calling of ſuob and ſuch _ 
Perſons to be his Miniſters: Now that there were 
ſuch Prophets in the Church is plain and evident; for 


Acts xiii. 1. we have five of them named, and Aﬀs 
xix. 6, 7. there were no leſs than twelve at Epbe- 


2 


ſus. Many in the apoſtolick Age had this Gift, 
and by ir did diſcern who were fit; to be employed 
in the Miniſtry; this was the Call of God to them. 


The Evangelifts were the Aſſiſtants of the Apoſtles 
in the Propagation of the Goſpel through the World, 


and Adminiſtration of ſacred Things, and they cal- 
led or recalled them when and whither they pleat 
ed both in the founding and rearing up of Chriſtian 


Churches. Timothy being a Youth, the Apoſtle 


mentions the Prophecies concerning the EL 4 NY 


him into the Miniſtry, becauſe if theſe Prophecies 


truſt him with fo high and exttaordinary an 
The Greek Fathers 15 | 5 
mothy aſſert, Tat it was immediately by God hi 
ſelf. Chryſt. in loc. ſays, Tr teln 250 feln, 
@r vualog ay:: I. e. Nhat is that by prophecy? It 


Lepelation. Here, by the By, I obſerve, that the 
VVV 1 Word 


| eſy, i. e. according to theſe Prophe- 
ces that went before of thee. And ſo it is explain 


not gone of him, he would not have adventured 88 3 


eaking of the Election of T4 


— 


1 Word eigtl ia is uſed fimply to ſignify Ordination, 
= | where there were no Suffrages of People; and ſute- 
WAY 4 i Illy Chryſoftom, who was the greateſt Orator, and the 
| | moſt eloquent Preacher of the GreeÞ Church, knew 
well the Signification of this Greek Wort. 
The laſt Inftance of the Ordination of Miniſters 
in the Chriſtian Church, which I ſhall take Notice of, 
is that in the Epiſtte to Zetus, chape i. 5. where 
the Apoſtle writes to him, For thif Canſe left I ther 
an Crete, t hat thou ſhouldft jet en Order the Things 
that are wanting, and. ordain Elders in every City 
as IT had appointed thee. How long the Apoſtle him 
ſelf was in Crete we know not; for the inſpired Hiſto- 
rian Zike,who relates the Travels and Actings of this 
Apoſtle, does not mention his being at Crete; but it 
is moſt probable his Abode there was not for any 
conſiderable Time, being according to his Commiſſi- 
on as an Apoſtle, to go thro' the World, and ſpread 
the Goſpel to the Nations. Crete was a populous 
Iſland; the Ancients report concerning it, That there 
dere no leſs than an hundred Cities or Towns in tt. 
"Now the A poſtle having left 7771s there, to ofdain 
Elders in every City, and ſo many Minifters being 
wanting there, the Perſons muſt be ſuch as had been 
the Converts of the Apoſtle Paul, and of Tens the 
Evangeliſt. And the Cretian Converts being but 
Novices, he could not know by a mere human Sa- 
| _— were fit for that ſacred Function, but 
ermg an Evangeliſt, had the extraordinary Gift of 
diſcerning the Perſons qualified for it; and being 
thus aſſiſted Without any human Election, "ordained 
them: Not that I think he was Biſhop, or Archbi- 
ſhop of that Iſland, as the Hierarchiſts aſſert; for ac - 
jog - cording to them, ſuch had their particular Charge or. 
FI Dioceſe aſſigned them where they were to reſide and 
Fa | labour in the Miniftry ; but Zzrus being an Evange- 
+2 IR, . was not fo reſtricted : For the next Lear he 
xa]. was fent for by this Apoſtle to Decapolzy, chap. iii. 
| 2132. And after that he went to Dalmarza, 2 Tim. 
io. 10. Now the Apoſtle tells him, that he was 
| 59 | | bs WH 
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ON E : 
to ordain Elders as he had appoipted him, 2. e. by 
Impoſition of Hands, Prayer and Faſting, and ſhows 
him the Qualifications of thoſe who were fit for the 


| Miniftry, both as to their Life, ver. 6, ), 8. and 
Doctrine, ver. 9. But he ſays not that the erſons 


he was to ordain muſt be elected by the People. 
And here | muſt notice a Paſſage of T heophylatt cone 
cerning him; he expreſly. ſays, That the Apoſtle 
Paul commited to Titus the Tryal and Ordination 
of ſo many Biſhops, Te ad w1m19ycw uv neigty ̃ V N ergo- 
70 . where the ae0ioma i affirmed of one Perſon. 
So that this is another Ptoof, that that Word ſome- 
times fimply ſignifies Ordination. Thus I have fi- 
niſhed "P third Thing I intended, and it will now 
appear, that there is nothing in the New Teſtament 


that doth either expreſly, or by neceſſary Conſequence, 


eſtabliſh to the People. a Right of Election, or ſhew 


that they at any Time did exerciſe it at the Direc- 


tion of the Apoſtles, And now I ſhall proceed to 
the fourth Thing I defigned in this Treatiſe. i | 


15 5 | 8 E CG 1 1 F IV. - 
IX oe | 33 


17 be ing evident from what has been advanced in 


the two former Sections, that the People have 
not a Divine Right to elect Paſtors. to var ant 


Churches; that tbey have not a natural Right nor 
a Divine poſitive Right ; ſince neither of theſe is, 
neither expreſty aſſerted in the Old or New Teſta- 


ment, or can be by a good and neceſſary Conſe- 


quence deduced from fo much as one Paſſage of the 
whole Bible, it may be thought needleſs to enquire 
what. were the Sentiments and Practice of the pri- 
mitive Church in the ſecond, thitd, and fourta Goa. 
turſes: For if this pretended Divine Right is not 
proven from the. holy Scriptures, .it can never be 
proved from the Writings of kallible Men, whether 
Fathers or Councils. And when I have ſearched 
the Proper Vouchers from which their Sentiments 


be. 
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1 1 
may be known, I have found that there is no Har- 
mony Gr Agreement among them. Some of them 


do maintain, That the People ſhould elect and cbiſes 


others deny it; and thoſe who held they had this 
Right aſſerted} That the Clergy Were Joint Eleflors 


ih them. Some were only for allowing them a 


Liberty of conſenting. This Variety of Opinion i 
very ſtrange, if we conſider that the Paſtors of the 
Church had not legal Stipends or Benefices eſta- 
bliſhed to them by the Civil Magiſtrate, but the Peo- 
ple did voluntarily contribute to their Support and 

la intenance, and could withdraw it when they 
pleaſed; ſo precarious was their Encouragement to 


ſerde at the Altar. In England thoſe who diſſent 


from the eftabliſhed Church, ſuch as Presbyrerizns 
and Independents, who, by Reaſon of their great 


Wealth and Riches, can provide their Teachers, ho- 


nourably, take Care that the Right of Election ſhall 
be in the Hands of rhe Contributers, and it is juſt 
that it ſhould be ſo. In Scotland thoſe of the” Epiſ 
copal Communion, who diſſent from the eſtabliſhed 
Church, by Reaſon of the Poverty of our Nation, 
muſt have very . ſmall Encouragement unleſs they 
have Remittances from England, and I believe that 
their Hearers chuſe them; but as to the primitive 
Church this ſeems to have been a very debatable 
Point among them. 5 


I ſhall in this Section, 1. Relate the Sentiments of 


the moſt confiderable among the Fathers; and then 2. 


Of their Councils. As for the Fathers, Clemens Roma- 
71s, of whom the Apoſtle Paul makes honourable 


Mention, Phil iv. 3. as one whoſe Name was writ in 


the Book of Life,deſerves the the firſt Place. He ſpeaks 
of the Conſent of the whole Church to the Perſons 


ordained to the Miniſtry, but does not call the Act- 


ing of the Church an Election. In his firſt EG. 6 44. 


he ſays, © That Biſhops were ordained by the A- | 
© poſtles, and afterwards by other eminent Perſons 


Stytvgio roco. Thg $nxAnrres arts, 4, e. the whole 


Church 


a «v * 


. (97 ) 
Church conſenting or appr ring, 
© People. muſt be preſent, ar 
* timony to the Perſon muſt be had, which never can 
amount to an Election. He ſays, Homzl. in 6. Ley. 
At the Ordination of a Prieſt, the People are re- 
© quired to be preſent, becauſe he who is more ex- 


Origin ſays, The 


7 cellent, learned, hely and beft \ erynring of all the 


People is choſen to the Prieſthood; this he ſays is 
what the Apoſtle commanded concerning the Ording- 


tion of a Prieſt, He muſt have a good Teſtimony of 


them that are without, I Tim. iii. J. Lord Chan» 
cellor King in his Conſtitution, Diſcipline, &c. p. 
47. adduces ſeveral Paſſages out of Cyprian's Epiſtles, 
to prove thatqyprian was choſen Biſhop of Carthage, 
by the Inhabitants and Members of the Dioceſe, Es. 
55. 6 6. Populs ſuffragium, i. e. the Suffrage of the 
— 6 7. Populs uni venſi ſuffragio, i. e. with the 
Suffrage of the whole People; and Ep. 40. 6 1. Suffra- 


gium veſtrum ; But the learned Author of Anu origi- 
nal Draught of the primitive Church, in Anſwer 


to my Lord Chancellor's Book, has well obſerved, 
That Cyprian does not uſe the Word Suffragium to 


ſignify à proper elective Voice, but to fignify a ſolemn 
a Good-lik- 


Teftimony, a publick Approbation, an 
ing of the Thing done; and this Cyprian had of the 


People of Carthage, when he was choſen and ordained 
their Biſhop ; and that this isCyPrian's manifeſt and 


familiar Senſe of the Word Saffragium, the fore- 


mentioned Author wakes evident, to the Conviction 


of every Body, from ſeveral Citations out- of Cy- 


grian's Works, Trat. de zelo, Ed. Oxon. p. 223. 


where ſpeaking of the Peoples Tranſport of Joy and 
Satisfaction at David's ſaying of Goliab, ſays, Po- 
pulis admirans in laudes David prædicationis ſuf- 
fragio Profilizt, i. e. they broke forth into Commen- 
dations of David, with 4% of Applauſe. What 
can this Suffrage of Applauſe fignify but plainly the 


Teſtimony of the Peoples higheſt Approbation of the _ 


Thing done, not expreſſed by way of Votes to be 
Hite it would be abſurd 4 imagine that) _— by 


FX 
5 


that their good Teſ- 


publick Acc lamations of them all, as infinitely pleaſ- 
ed with what that holy Champion had done. Again, 
in his Treatiſe De vanitate Idol. Edit. Oxon. p. 16. 
ſpeaking of the Jews importuning Pilate to crucify 
our bleſſed Lord, he ſays, Magiſtr: eorum ontio 
Pilato tradiderunt erucem ejus & mortem ſuffragits 


diolentiſ & pertinacibus flagitantes, i. e. they deli- 


vered him up to Ponrznus Pare, requiring of him, 
by violent and importunate Suffrages, that he ſhould 
be crucified 3 and what meant thoſe importunate Suf- 


frages more than to ſhew their wicked Inclination, 


Deſire, and higheſt Approbation of the Thing, if 


Pate ſhould paſs ſuch a bloody Sentence upon him? 
For they declared themſelves they had no Posse in 
the Act of putting any Man to Death, Fo. xviii. 3 1. 
and yet pri an in his Language calls this the Suf- 
frage of the Jef. This is further confirmed to be 
Cyprian's Meaning of the Word Syffragium. . By a- 
nother Paſſage cited by the Chancellor out of Cyprian, 


Abud nos& fere per provintias univerſas tenetur 
eit ad ordinationeſ rate celebrandas, ad eam plebem 


cus propoſitus ordinatus, epiſcopi ejuſdem provincee 


PHroximi quique conveniunt & epiſcopus delgatus plele 
Preſente, que ſingulorum vitam pleniſſime nopit 


unznſeruſque* actum de enus cou dei ſa one per ſbexit ; , 
,-. actum dvidemus in Sabine ordinatione ut de uni- 


- wer ſe fraternitatit ſuffragio & de epiſcoporum judicio 


epiſcopatus ei deſerretur, Epilt- 68. Tuis is thus 
tranſlated by the Lord Chancellor. This Cuſtom ge- 


nerally prevailed throughout Africa, where, upon 
the Vacancy of a See, the neighbouring Biſhops 


met together at that Church, and choſe a Biſho 

in the Preſence of the People, who knew his Lile 
and Converſation before, which Cuſtom was ob- 
ſerved zn the Election of Sabzanus Biſhop of Emerita 
in Hain, who was advanced to that Dignity by the 
Suffrage of all the Brethren, and of all the, Biſhops 
there preſent» The learned Author of the Original 


Draught, &c. makes this Reflection, That in this 
Account we are to diſtinguiſh theſe two, 1ſt, What the 
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general Cuſtom was; and zaly, The particular Ordina- 


tion of Sabznus, which ſeems to have been in all Points 
conformable to it. Of the general Cuſtom it is affirm- 
ed, that the neighbouring Biſhops met together, and 


| choſe a Biſhop ; but of the People this only is ſaid, _ 
that it was in their Preſence, who knew his Life and 


Converſation before. I can therefore ſee no Ground 


for a popular Election here, but that their Know- 
ledge af his Life and Converſation before ſhould 
qualify them to give Teſtimony of his moral rf. 
and Behaviour gmong them, and ſo encourage or diſ- 


courage the Biſhops in making. or confirming their 


Election, is a genuinne and natural Inference from 


that Expreſſion. And. if we will allow Cyprian to 


make his References and Similitudes appolite and 


agreeable to the Subject he applies them to, we muſt. 


conclude it was his ky nog for upon this very 
Argyment, and in the ſame Place, he refers to God's 
Inſtructions to Moſes to bring forth Aaron and E- 


leazar his Son, and place them before the Congrega- 


tion, in order to conſecrate the Son the Father's Suc- 


ceflor. And I preſume no Man infers from hence 
that the Congregation of 1/-ael choſe or vated E- 


leazar to the High Prieſthood, becauſe it was ap- 


Pointed to be done in their Preſence. To all theſe I 
Mall ſubjoin another Citation out of Mprian Ep. 4th 
ad plebem, F 1. which the Lord Chancellor, P, 36. 
takes Notice of, where he intends to ſhow that the 
People were preſent at Church Cenſures, and concurred 


at the Excommunication of Offenders, Secundium veſtra 
 arvina ſuffragia conjurati. Here by fuffragia cannot be. 


* 


meaned a deciſive Voice in the Sentence of Excom- 


munication, for no Presbyterian will allow that to che 


People, and conſequently all their Concurrence runs 


by an Approbation of the Sentence paſt by the Rulers. 


The noble Authorof the Conſtitutive, Difeipline, & c. 


of the primitive Church, relates alſo a memorable 
Paſſage out of Fuſebius, Eccleſ. Hiſt lib. 6+ cap. 28. 
(with me it 18 cap. 29.) concerning the Advancement 
of Fabianus to the Biſhoprick of Rome upon the 

e 1 5 Death 
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Death of Biſhop Anteriut, ros vag adangor, Sc. eC 
All the Brethron met together in the Church to chooſe 
a Succeſſor, propoſing ſeveral illuſtrious and eminent 


Perſonages as fit for that Office, whilſt no one ſo much 
ar thought upon Fabianus then Preſenr, but a Dove 
miraculouſly came and ſat upon his Head in the ſame 


Manner as the Holy Ghoſt formerly deſcended on our 
Saviour, and then all the *eople guided as zt were 
auth one Divine Spirit, cried out with one Mind and 
Soul, that Fabianus was worthy of the Biſhoprack, 


and ſo ftraightways taking him, they placed him on 


the Epiſcopal Throne. This paſſage, if it prove any 
Thing (for I apprehend it tobe like a Fable) it proves 
that neitherBiſhopsnorPeople elected him, but that God 
did it in ſan extraordinary and miraculous Way; for ſo 
the People concluded, tand it is ſaid, They were all guid- 
ed by one Divine Spirit. Euſebius himſelf thought it 
a divine Election, becauſe the Title of that Chapter 
is, 697 $2C:eyov, E9C. Ze e. conrerning Fabianus, How 
uneæpectedly he was deſigned by God to be Biſhop of 
_—_— 5 and as to their crying out that Fabianus 27 
orthy, this isa Proof of an Approbation and not of 
an Election, for Yaleſivs his Note on the Place is, That 
this was rhe ſolemn Acclamation at the Hlection of 


Biſhops. He ſays, That at Eradins his Election, 


they cried out, Dignus eff, Juſtus eſt, He is worthy 
and juſt, and five Times, Bene meritus, bene aignus 
eſt, he is very deſerving, he is very worthy. Nay I 


find that a Perſon has heen elected when. the People 


gave the contrary Acclamation, for Phzloſtorge- 
ur Fecleſ. Hiſt. lib. 9. Sect. 10. oſi Anuortros, he ſays, 
That Demoßhilut was ordained at Conſtantinople by 
% Theodorus Biſhop of Heraclea, many of the People 
* preſent crying out (inſtead of abi he is worthy) 
** eya;iog he is not worthy.” We have noleſs — 
able a Story related by Euſebius Eccleſ. Hoſt. lil. 6. 


cap. 11. Y d, £9: i. e. Narciſſus Biſhop of Feruſa+ 


** lem, being no longer able to officiate, by Reaſon of 
Bis very great Age, the Providence of God made 
known to him in a Viſion by Night, and T the 


w_ 
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City. Thie 


(101) 


C forementioned Alexander Bi ſhop of another Church 
to be Coadjutor in the Diſcharge of his Office; by 


* this Revelation therefore, as if he hadjbeen warn 
by ſome Oracle from God, Alexander made a Jour- 


_ * ney toFeruſalem from Cappadoci a, u — Account both 
of praying there, and ſeeing the P 


laces 3 the Bre- 
* thren there received him moſt kindly, and would 
not permit him to return home; becauſe of another 
Revelation made known alſo to them by Night, and 
a Voice moſt plainly uttered to fome, who were the 
moſt eminent for Piety amongR them; for it told 
them, if they went out of their Gates, they ſhould 
meet him who was predetermined by God to be their 
Biſhop; when they done this with te common Con- 
ſent of the Biſhops who governed the Churches round 
about, they forced him of Neceflity to continue 
there.” If this be Truth, all that can be gathered 


from it, is, that the Election was by God himſelf in 


an extraordinary Manner, and that if the People in 
our Days had ſuch Revelations, defining the Perſons 
that ſhould be their Miniſters, their Choice of ſuch 
would be never called in Queſtion. When the People 
attempted to make an Election of a Biſhop of Rome, 


ſome of them fiding with Damaſus, and others ap- 


ring for Ur/inus, a great Diſturbance and Sedition 
appened in Rome, and there followed a great Slaugh- 


ter of Men; of this I am informed by Socrates. Eccl. 


Hiſt. lib. 4. cap. 29. Iz An eL, Sc. i. e. „This 
Action raiſed a Diſſention among the Populace, they 
* diſagreed among themſelves, not upon Account of 
the Faith or any Hereſy, but about this only, to 
wit, who ought to be put in Poſſeſſion of the Epiſ- 
copal Chair; hereupon there 1 Con- 


flicts of the Multitudes, in ſo much, that many 


© were killed on Account of that Variance, for which 


_ * Reaſon many Perſons as well Laicks as Ecclefiaſticks 


*.were puniſhed by Maximinus then Præfect of the. 
| wad, many other Inſtances of the ſad Ef- 
fects of popular Elections which have happened, made. 


_ always Governments, for the Peace and Safety of So- 


ciety, 


of Milan were again diſturbed about the Election 7 


ſon, and others another: When a Sedition was raiſed 


=_— TT. -- $4 
ety, fall on Ways and Means of chuſing and elect ing : : 
Miniſt -rs after another Manner. There is another q 


mentioned by Mr. Gilleſpie Miſc. Queſt. p. 1). where 

he ſays that Ambroſe was choſen Biſhop of Milan with 
the uniform Voice of the Church. He cites for this SS- 
crates Hiſt. lib. 4. cap. 25. tis cap. 30.) I ſhall relate 

the Story as it is there, „ 4s Toy auroy xporor, Oc. i. e. 
About the ſame Time there happened another Thing | 
evorthy to be recorded, which came to paſs ar Mi- 
lan, for Auxentius Biſhop of that Church being dead. 
who had been ordained by the Arians, the Inhabitants 


a Biſhop, and there was a great Contention among 
them, ſome making it their Buſineſs to ele one Per- 
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about this Matter, the Governor of that Frovince, 4 


Perſon inveſted with a conſular Dignity, whoſe ' . 
Name was Ambroſius, fearing. leſt ſome Abſur diy 
might happen in the City cauſed by that Tumult. ; 
ran into the Church, in order to hi appeaſing ih f 
Uproar, after that the Feople upon bis coming hi- | 
ther werequieted, and that he had repreſſed the irna . 1 
tional Fury of the Multitude by. a long and very uſes - 
Ful exhortatory Oration, there happened on a ſudden | 


an unanimous Agreement among all Perſons, who y- 


ed out that Ambroſe deſerved the Biſhoprick, and al 


made ittheir Requeſt that he ſhould be ordained, But 


what Kind of a Proof is.this, for this People were con- 
vinced in a very particular Way, for tho Ambroſe made 
a long Oration, yet as the Title of that Chapter bears, 
he went with a military Force to appeaſe theſe Tu- 
mults, A a S rpa Tir xu x Eip0s 14TAOW ag, This In. our ? 


Fart of the World would be looked upon as an Inys: ' 


fion on the Right of Electors, as a depriving them of 
their Liberty; however it was , otherwiſe here, for 
Socrates adds, that this unanimous Conſent of the Pe- 
ple ſeemed to the Biſhops (ſo that they were alſo: E 
Iectors) that were preſent to proceed from ſome Divine 
Order or Appointment ; and the Emperor admiring . 
this unanimous Conſent, commanded he ſhould be 
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erdained, for that he was elected by the Suffrage of 
God rather than of Man. r. Gilleſpie mentions the 


Election of Chryſoſtom to be Biſhop of Conſtantinople. 


This he brings as a Proof of a popular Election; but 
the very Relation of th is Fact will ſnew how imperti- 
nently it is alledged ; we have it in Socrates Eccl. Hiſt. 
lib. 6. cap. 2. wiv; , Ec. Forthwith therefore a 
Contention aroſe about the Ordination of a Biſhop, 
and ſome defired one Perſon, others another; when 
a Conſult had been held ſeveral Times about this Mat- 
ter, it was at laſt concluded on, that Johannes (he 
vas tered Chryſoſtom.' 2. e. Golden Mouth) a Pres- 

byter of the Antiochian Church ſhould be ſent for from 
Antioch, for a Fame was ſpread concerning him for 
Bi Learning and Eloq uence; within ſome ſmall Space 


of Time thereafter, the Emperor Arcadius with the © 


common Conſent of all Perſons, 1 mean the Clergy as 


well as Laity, ſends for him.—T he Grandees of the 


Imperial Palace gave Johannes the Preference.— And 


Eutropius the chief Perſon of the Bedchamber to the 


Emperor, bids him (i. e. Theophilus) rate his choice 
Whether he would ordain Johannes of be bronght to 
his Trial, and anſwer the Accuſations on Foot againſt 
him ; Theophilus rerrzfied herewith, ordained Jo- 
hannes, he being therefore ordained, was ſeated in 
he Epiſcopal Chair, an order to His bearing the Of 


nice of a Biſhop ; now if the preferring of him was 
E= by the Crandees; and if Theophilus out of Ter- 


ror ordained him, what Evidence does there ariſe 
from this Election for the People's Right? Had Mr. 


Gilleſpie in his Miſc. Queſt. given us the Words of 


| theſe Paſſages, every Body at the firſt View, would 


have perceived, that they rather did militate againſt | 


him, than make for him. Ryfinus Hiſt. lib. ro. cap. 


9. ſayeth, That Frumentius was ordazned Biſhop to 
the Indians, Indisnihil ſcientibus neque cogitantibus; 
but becauſe it may be ſaid, that a Paſtor may be ſent 
to Infidels who know nothing of Chriſt, and ſo cannot 
elect for themſelves, therefore I ſhall mention another 
Inſtance where this Pretext can have no Place, which 
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is contained in a Letter of Epiphanius to John the Bi- 
Mop of Jeruſalem: He writes him, That he had or- 
© dained Faulinianus a Presbyter, the People not con- 


ſenting, fratribus inconſultis And Auguſtine the 


Monk was ordained a Biſhop by Gregory the firſt, and 
ſent to England to teach them, the People of England 
ene of it, Anglis neſtientibus. Thus we 
ſee the Fathers are not of one Mind about this Matter, 
they differ from and contrad ict one another: And none 
of them placeth this e of Election ſolely in the 
People, but allow a Suffrage to the Clergy in the E- 
lection. The noble Author of the Conſt. Diſo. of rhe 
Pri mi tive, &c. obſerving this, That ſometimes the 


Election is by the Fathers ſaid to be by the Suffra- 


© scs of the Clergy,” and others of them ſay, fit was 
© done by the People, thus made him to ſay, Pages 
48, 49. by Way of Reconciliation, But whether the 
Election of a Biſhop be aſcribed to the adjoining - 
© Miniſters, or to the People of that Pariſh, it comes 
© all to one and the ſame Thing.“ But few of the pre- 
ſent Sticklers for the Right of the People will agree 
with him, though he gives this Reaſon, neither the 
Choice of the Biſhops of the Voiſinage without the 
Conſent of the People, nor the Election of the People 
without the 8 thoſe Biſhops was ſufficient 
„ but both concurred to a legal and or- 
rly Promotion. „ . 

2. I have enquired, If there is any better Harmo. - 
ny and Agreement amongſt the Councils of the Chri- 
ſtꝛan Church. And here if we will believe the Au- 
thor of Jus populi divinum, there will be no doubt 
of it that theſe Aſſemblies were for the Peoples 
Right of Election: For he. ſays, page 53. Many 
Councils might be cited, afferting the Peoples Rigbe 


ro chuſe their own Paſtor, as the Council of Nice, 
Conſtantinople, Carthage, Chalcedon, Loadicea, and 


many others, in ſome of which the Want po- 
pular Election 3s held to make a Miniſter's Or- 
dination uod. But it would appear, that this Au- 
thor either takes Things upon Truſt, or has a = 
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ign to impoſe upon his Readers; in examining of 
this, I hall begin with that Council which he men- 
tions laſt, ro wir, The Council of Zaodicea, which 


* 


was before: all the Councils he mentions except that 


of Nice; for, as Hiſtorians relate, it was held be- 
twixt the 360 and 3750. There are two Canons of 
th is Synod the perfect Reverſe of what he aſſerts 5 
for the, fifth Canon orda ins, Hei 18 ten d T4 At- 
polois n SG arpew Hh YiveoJae i. e. That 
che Election ſhould not be. made in the Preſence of 
thoſe auho are in the Rank of Hearers. And this, 
by: the By, is another Proof of the Uſe of the Word 
N oria 3 for an Election where there were no Suf- 

ge of the People, and agreeably to this Canon, it 
is appointed in the 13th Canon, Ilige Te wn rig oN 
ialręsusi daf M n0ngles v wexnorlay xl: olad- 
Hat eig fear i. et It Ic not to be left to the Multi- 


tudet to; make the Elections of thoſe who are to 


ze ordained to the Priefthood ; where thoſe they 


bad called he Hearers in Canen zth are called 
the Multztudes. This is the Decifion of an cecume- 


nical Council, the Canons of which were looked. 
upon as obliging the yniverſal Church. Here I ſhall 
ſubjoin the 15th Canon of the Councils of Antioch, 
held anno 341 and 3424 Er 115 8mroxames. Sc. i. e. If 


4 Biſhop, who has no Biſhoprick, invades a vacant 
Church without the Authority of. a Synod, he ought 


#0 be driven away, jrom- it, even thongh the Peo- 


| Be of the Church ſhould chuſe him. This was al- 


o one of the cecumenical Councils. Arſenius the 


— 


Monk in his Synop/is canonum, which is to be found 


in the ſecond Tome Biblioth. jur. can. publiſh- 
ed by Voellus and Fuſtellus refers to Can. 18. of the 
Synod, of Antioch, and the 36. Canon of the hol 


Apoſtles, when he gives us the Epitome of theſe 


Canons, Ort det Tx6- ehen Oc. 1 ©. Thoſe | 
%% are ordained * and are not admitted by 
their own Dioceſe, without any Fault in them, are 
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6% until a full Synod ſhall give Orders concerning 


them; but his Clergy that doth not receive him 
ſhall be excommunicate. Thus it appears that two 
ecumenical Councils were againſt this Right of the 
People. I ſhall proceed to the Confideration of what 
he ſays he might cite from the Synods of Nice and 


Carthage. As to what was done by the Synod of 


Nice, he'll be pleaſed to know, that in the 20 Ce- 


nons of that Synod now extant there is not one Word 
for the Peoples Right: But that which is common- 


Iy alledged from that Council is « Letter of theirs to 
the Church of Alexandria concerning the churches 


of Egypt for cenſuring the Diſorderlineſs of Ae 
letius; and if he knows not where to meet with 


it, 1 will direct him to Theodoret's Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, Lib. 1. cap. 6. When any of rhe Mini- 
ters of the church ſhall happen to die, then let theſe 
be advanced to their Place and Honour who are af- 

roven, Moro, et ator x; s Aarg eprro, Sc. i. e. Pro- 


dided they appear worthy, and the People” chuſt 
them: Notwarhſtanding the Biſhop of Alexandria, 
ſay they, his Suffrace muſt be bad to confirm tbe 


Judgment of the People. Thus I ſhall allow him, 
that the Council of Nzce is on his Side; I ſhall alſo 
ield to him the Council of Carthage; this was the 


third Council of Carthage, held anno 399, the 22d 
Canon expreſly bears, That no clergyman (ball be vy - 
 dained who has not been examined by the Biſhops, 
and approven by the Suffrages of the People." But 


this was not an cecumenical Synod, it conſiſted only 


of thoſe Biſhops that were deputed from the Pro- 


vinces of Africa. Thus it is evident we have two 


Councils for the Peoples Right, and two againſt it; 


and fince it is fo, pray what Argument can be made 
from either? Can the Canons of fallible Men ſhew 


any more than what they thought expedient or 'fit- 


ting in a Caſe wherein God hath given no Determi- 
nation. As to the Council of Conſlantinople; he 


does not tell what Council held at Couſtuntinople, 


which was needful to be known; for there were no 
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leſs than four aſſembled at that Place in the fourth 
Century; in none of them can I find the PeoplesRight 
of Election aflerted but the third: That Council, as 


Duin relates the Matter, declares, That accord- 
ing to the canons of the Council of Nice they be- 
lie ped, that the Biſhops 2 each Province ought 

of tbeir own Province, 
aud call in to their Aſiſtanoe their Nezghbqurs alſo 


to ordain the ZFiſhops 


f they thought fit; that according to this Law 
Neftorius war ordained Biſhop of Conſtantinople 27n 
the General Synod, with the conſent of the People 
and clergy of Conſtantinople, and #n the Preſonce of 
the Emperor. Here is no more aſcribed -to the 
People in the Ordination of a Biſhop than a Liber- 
ty of conſenting, and. this the. Clergy had equally 
with them. The council of Chalcedon, he ſays, 
he might cite. This Council was held in the fifth 


Century, but determines nothing in Favour of the. 


Peoples Right, In the fourth Canon it orda ins, Ms- 
Seve 6508s os £9. that is, It forbids the Ordina- 


jon of auy clergyman abſolutely, and without a 
churcb.titlo, that ig to ſay, who if not ſet apart to 

the Service of ſome chuvch, either in the city or coun- 
try, or of ſome chapel or monaſtry ; and declares thoſe 
Ordination void that © are celebrated otherwiſe : © 


And further, That their Names be Publickly read. 
But what is there here for a Right of Election? 

re not all Minifters in Scotland ordained to parti- 
cular Flocks? And are not their Names Erde 


before the Congregation at the ſerving of their Edicts? 


But there are few of theſe Miniſters that have been 
elected by the People, or have their Calls ſubſcribed 


by them. The Author of Jus Populi ſays, He might 
x Tron other 2 5 this he will probably do 
at another Occafion ; But I ſhall cite to him two that 
Cardinal Bellarmzne had long ago mentioned, ro it, 


the Council of Conſtantinople, and the ſecond Coun- 


cil of Nice, and acquaint him what Ameſius, whom 


he himſelf cites at every Turn, ſays in Reply, For- | 


fan aliquid teutatum fuit adverſus populi liberta- 
e -- DW. 5 lem 
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tem, i. e. Perhaps they attempted ſomething againſt 
the Eiberty of the People. A, 
He laſt Thing laid down inthe Plan of this Treatiſe 
was to enquire into the Sentiments and Practice 
of Proteſtant Churches and Divines fince the Refor- 
mation. And here, as to the Church of Scotland, I 
have in the firſt Section made it evident that ſhe. has 


never made any publick Declaration of a fixed Prin- 


ciple on this Point, 7 the Perſons who have the 
Divine Right of Election of Minifters ; nay, ſa far 
has ſhe been from doing this, that no Directory or 
Rule has as yet been propoſed, that has for any con- 
fiderable Time been obſerved, but ſhe has changed 
W * 

My Enquiry now is concerning the Sentiments of 
foreign Churches and Divines, and having ſearchec 
with Care and Exactneſs, I learned from them, that 
that as to their Judgment, the Officers of the Church 
are the chief EleQors of Mini ſters, and that no Pro- 
teſtant Churches or Vivings have maintained that the 
People are originally the proper and ſole Electors of 
Minifters by a Divine Right: I ſay Electors; for I 
muſt own that a few, and but a few ſeem to aſſert 
that they have a Negative, that is, that Miniſters 
gre not to be ſettled without the Conſent and Ap- 
probation of the People. I do therefore affert that 
no proteſtant and reformed Church ever maintained 


that the People are originally the proper and ſole E- 


lectors, except the Independents, who aſſert that the 
calling a Miniſter doth eſſentially conſiſt in the 4 
lection of the People, this being their Favourite and 
characteriſticx Principle. Every Body muit think 
the Author of the Jus populi ey all along . imper- 


tinent in citing Dr. Owen and Profr. s fo fre- 


E ently, as being for the Peoples having the ſole 


ight of Election. Is it of any Weight with a 


Presbyterian? Or is it therefore a Presbyterian and a 


Reformation Principle, becauſe Independents hold it ? 


Mr. Rurberford, in his Due Right of Preshyteries, 
EY 1 ex ff - # = &# 8 FN r : | 2 ex 


Head of the 


conclude that they declare this as w 
4 


the 


expreſly declares he will not go bat Length, when | 
be e 2. 20g. *Nor are we of Dr, Aner's Judt 
ment, that the calling of a Miniſter doth effentially 


'* Carifift in the Peoples Election; for his external 
Calling conſiſteth in the Presbytery's Separation of s 


-< 


* Man, for ſuch a holy Calling as the Holy Ghoſ 


© ſpeaketh.”' I own indeed that theſe Denominations 


of Difſenters in England, who calls themſelves Preſ⸗ 
byterians and Independents, agreed in Fear 1690, to 
bury in the Grave of Oblivion thoſe Names of Di- 
ſtinction, and /that they ſhould from that Time be 
deſigned uniſed Brethren, and that then it was one 
ir Syncretiſm and Agreement, that each 
particular Church hath a Right to chuſe their own 

fficers But was it ſuitable to adduce this here as 
the Author of Fus populi does, P. 65, 66.. when he | 


knew very well, that for their mutual Peace and In- 


tereſt, and becauſe of their Situation. as. .to the. civil 


Government, the Presbyterians. went into this, not 


becauſe tis « Presbyterian Principle, but becauſe 


they having no legal and eſtabliſhed Stipends or Be- 
nefices, but only ſuch Encouragement as to their Sup- 


port and Maintenance as the People, their Hearers, 
out of their Bounty, and at their Pleaſure gave them. 


This being the Caſe with them, they declare that 


ſuch Congregations and particular Churches, as thus 
voluntarily aſſembled together and contribute for their 


| Subfiſtance, have the Right to chuſe theſe. Perſons 


whom they thus ſupport; but will any from hepes | 

de as what is the com- 
mon Sentiment of all Presbyterianns. 
The Author of Ius populi fills up 40 Pages with 


an Account of the Judgment of reformed Churches 
and Proteſtant. Divines fince. the Reformation about 


this Point; and to make ſure Work, bas two Strings 
in his Bow, ſo that if one ſhould break and fail him, 


Ne Pay have the other to truſt to. The one is, That 
People originally are the Proper and fole E 
lectors of Miniſters ge ure, and if he cannot make 


out 
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eat thidby hisVouchers in the above mentioned Pages 3 


* theother is, That let the Nominators or Electors be 
* who they will, the People were allowed to have a Ne- 


© gative; for they maintain that no Miniſters ought to 
be ſettled without the Conſent and Approbation of the 
People. Let us for the Time yield, that either the 


one or the other was maintained by theſe Chyrches 


and Divines. Does not even this abundantly ſhow 


that theſe Churches and Divines were not of ons 


mong them that could be wiſhed for. 


Now let us confider how he makes out either the | 


one or the other. And 1. For this Purpoſe he cites. 


* * 


the Confeſſions of ſeveral reformed Churches, from 
which he would infer either the one or the other. The 


- Confeſſion of the Belgick Churches, Art. 31. Creds- 
enus, &c. Ve believe that the Miniſters of God's 


Word, Elders and Deacons ought to be choſen to 


their Function by lawful Election of the Church, 


4 


with Invocation of the Name of God, and in that 
Order which is taught in the Word. The Synod 


of Middleburg decreed anno 1581. That the B. 


lection of Minifters ſhould be in the Power of the 
Church, and that it ſhould be by Suffrages publickly 
in the Temple. The Confeffion of the Churches in 


Helvetia or Swizzerland, When it i God's true E. 


leftion it i approven by the Suffrage of the Church, 
and the laying on Ih Miniſters 1 2 7 Gl The 


Confeſfion of the Churches of Saxony, Nam & ecoleſiæ 
electionem, &c. For he much approves Hlectian by 
the Church, and thro his race. Googneſs it is ef- 

ficaczous, the Goſpel alſo ſounding forth by ſuch as 

are choſen with Snffrages or in the Name of the 


Church. From all theſe Confeſſions, becauſe Electi- 


on is aſcribed to the Church, he would infer that the 


Right of Election belongs to the Members of the 


Church or the People; but it will appear that this 
Writer reads Confeſſions without any Manner of | 
Judgment, as he ſcems to have done a great word 

* | . OO0KS 


— 


Mind, that there is not that Harmony of Opinion a- 


; 5 i 5 


» 
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Reaſoning is falſe, if it is conſidered, 1. That the 

Compoſers of theſe Confeſſions wiſely laid down their 
Judgment in 4 geiietal Expreſſion and Phraſe, when 
they aſcribe the Election bf Miniſters to the Church, 
for they did not think it fit to deſcend to Particulars, 


and thereby fix Bounds and Limits, as to the Perſons 


who are to be the Ele&ors. They knew very. well 


that Doctors differed very much among themſelves 
concerning this Subject, and finding they could nat 
be all of one Mind, they judged it pr 


referable to leave 
ould a Synod or 


ſome things undetermined. For 


_ Council give a Decifion as to every Point of Wafer 
Government, Worſhip and Diſcipline, about whic 


the learned have entertained different Sentimentz, 
would not Confeſſions ſwell ſo as become confide- 


rable Volumes, and fill the Church with ſuch Heats 


and Diviſions, and lay a Foundation for ſo many dif- 
ferent Sects and Denominations, that inſtead of find- 
ing the Church a peaceable and quiet Habitation, we 
ſhall meet with nothing in it but Wars and Broils, 


Diviſions and Diſſentions. Now the Compoſers of 


theſe Confeſſions, knowing very well that many ſtood 
up for the Rights of Church-officers in Elections, and 


others for the Rights of the People, and having no 


Proſpe& of deciding to the Satisfaction and Content= 


ment of all, they waved the coming to a nice Deciſi- 
on, or ridding Marches between Faſtors and People 
in this Buſineſs, and judged it ſafeſt to hoſd in a 
good General. And now it will appear that I ſpeak not 


without a Book, if we call to mind what a National 


Aſſembly of this Church did in anno 1645, when the 


Weſtminſter Aſſembly ſent down their Advice con- 


cerning the Ordination of Miniſters, they did ap- 
prove of it, Provided always that this AQ approving 


ſhall be noways e to the further Diſcuffion 
* and Examination of the diſtin Rights and Intereſts 
© of Presbyteries, (N. B.) and People in the Election 


of Minifters, but that it ſhall be tree to debate theſe 


22 Pointe 


. 


© and of Ordination tp Church-Officers *- That Adem- 
Bly was a Convention of Proteſtaht- and Presbyterian 
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Points as God ſhall be pleaſed to give further Light? _ 


Here it appcars, that that Aſſembly were of the Mind, 


that the Rights of Presbyteries and People in Electi- 


ons are yet undetermined, that they are debateable 
Points, and that they needed further Light from God 
to ſettle theſe Matters. It being ſo, with what. Con- 
Kdence can this Author, Page 79. repreſent, * That 
* this is a ſettled Motter, that the Right of BleQi- 


© on. is by Proteſtant Divines given to the People, 


niſters, and tells us, That Presbyteries, had a 


Claim to, act in Election as. well, as Ordination. 


? 


al, Had this Author adverted te the Meaning put on 


f 


"the Word Chrrgh,and the Phraſe zbole,Church,when 


theſe Confeflions ſpcak of the Election of Miniſters, 
He would bave been of another, Way of Thinking. 
I ſhall therefore ſhew bim how, the beſt ard molt 


Tearned Profeſſors of Divinity have. underffood it. 
Amandus Polanus! Hut, theol. Ei b. 3. cab. A,, in- 
cludes under it both Paſtors and People, Quad atinet 
i. of alen, 

d 


ad legittmam, &c. © As to the Election of Paſtors 
dess is, required the free and honeſt Conſent! anc 
< Suffrage of the whole Church concern . e. of 


3 


cited Fus populi, p. 70. Bur becauſe he gives us not 


Bis Words, 1 ſhall give thee, as I have, them related 


to me; for 1 have not the; Book by me to which the 


Jus populi refers. Dicimus cleflionem mintſtri ad 


gotam eccleſiam certo reſßectu pertiners ordine, tamen 


del' e obſervaro, ut Preanf ecoleſiii prefelth,. adſen- 
riatur Poprlus quiſque ſuo erdzne,. gui examen 
doctrinæ & morum, & confirmasis ex. impaſitione 


manuum ad eos pertiuent, ergo: & electio 4x8 
ex parte ad cor pertinet, quia Facſine arhitrio Su- 


5 . 


 dicro de iffis perſonit fieri non Poſunt 3, where. he 
explains. the Whole :Church.. ſo.-as to contain both 


Rulers and People, and aſſerts that the Election be- 


Jongs chiefly to the Rulers. Turrerin Diſt. ibeol. Elen- 


. as d AS 
a + Ide 
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Loc. 


5 (n 1 
» I Los. 18, ©. 24. propoſes the Queſtion thus, An jus 
FE V. * ot ; 
3 elegendi & vocandi Paſtores ad ſolos epiſcopos perti- 
i- nent, an vero ad totam eccleſiam? He affirms the laſt, 
8 that it belongs to the whole Church, and when he 


d is ſtating the eſtion, he tells us 5 6. what he 
1— means by the whole Church; he ſays, Ur in eccleſia 
t | zres ut plurimum ſunt ordines politicus, eccleſiaſticus 
[- & economicus, ſive preſbyterium, mageſtrarus & po- : 
5 Pulus, ex quibus omnibus velut er membris eccleſiæ 
* conftat u ww 415] eccleſia ab hoc opere ſimplicater 
n eæcludendu eft, ſed ſinguli r ſux partes ſuæ- qus cſſicia 
2 Sunt relinquenda. In genere dici poteſt presbyterio 
competere formaliter, quoad examen,- electionem & 
n orazuationem, magiſtratui emi nenter, quoad approba- 
8 tionem, confirmationem & applicationem ad'munus,. 
WM Papulo dero wirtnaltter quoad conſenſum & uitro- 
5 neam admiſſiunem. This eminent Proteſtant Divine 
1 aſcribes not only the Trial and Ordination to the 
J Church Repreſentative, but the Election itſelf, and 


allows only to the People a Liberty of conſenting and 
admitting. I ſhall mention no more than the four 
Profeffors of Zeyden, Rivet, Polpander, Thifius and 
Walens, Syzp. purioris Theol. The Paſſage is cited 
Jur popuis, p. To. Fus paſtores elegendi eſi penes ec- 
Clefiam an proi nde plebi commune cum pre rbytori s, jus 
ordinauat folt premyterio oft pruprium. Here I am 
very much offended and fcandalized at the Art and 
Craft of the Author of Fas Populi by his Tranſla-. 
tion; for, that he may impoſe on his Engliſh Reader, 
and make him believe that it was the Judgment of 
theſe great Divines that the Right of Ordination on. 
ly 'belonged to Presbyters, and that they had no 
Right of Election, renders: the Paſſage thus, The 

* Right of choofing Paſtors belongs to the Church, 
© and therefore common to the people or Commo- 
« nality.” Here he gives no Verſion of theſe” W ords 
een ot wherefore the true Tranſlation is, 


7 


The Right of electing Paſtors belongs to the Church, 

& 4 7 ©, ag Pe | N . h P * h p 7 

"and is therefore common to the People with Pre 
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* byters.” I appeal to the World if this ig honeſt pro 
and fair Dealing. Is not this to make Authors ſpeak p. 
as he would have them? Theſe proteſtant Divines . 
explain the Term Church, ſo as — to com- M. 
prehend both paſtors and people, and at other Times | 
ſo as to take in the Magiſtrate with them. How 

then can this Author underſtand theſe Confeſſions, | 
when they ſpeak of Election by the Church, of the 
people only, and from theſe Confeſſions pretend that 
the people have the Election given them. 3 


7 . ; 


3. As to the Citation from the Belgick Confeſſion 
He explains the Word Church of the People, and 
brings Mareſius ſaying ſo; but I oppoſe Mareſins to 

 Mareſins; for Syſt. Theol. loc. 118 64 Cura quam in e- 
 clefiis bene conſtitutis Splena libertate ntentibus ſuum 
jus diſtinctum competit, ſenatus Eccleſiaſtico, Magi- 
ſtratui fidels et toti populo, illi per Electionem, huic 
Per Approbationem,et iſti per ultroneam Admiſſionem. 
Where he expreſly aſcribes Election to the Eccleſi- 
aſtical Senate, which is the Presbytery: Again he 
ſhould have reflected, that the Divines from England, 
the Biſhop of Landaf, Dr. Hall, Dr. Davenanr, and 
Dr. Ward, did all approve of that Confeſſion. But 
ſurely it could not be the declared Senſe of that Sy- 
nod to this Article of the Confeſſion, 222. That by, 
the lawful. Election of the Church, 2s meant the laws- 

ful Election of che People, for that is not the Manner 
of the Election of the Church of England, 


7 


4. As to the Citation from the Helvetick Confeſſion, 
where it is ſaid, that God's true Election is approven 
by the Suffrage of. the Church; The Meaning of the 
Word Church there, is not the People excluſive of Pa- 
ſtors from the Election, for, in the ſecond Confeſſion of 
that Church, the People ſeem rather to be excluded, 
for this is cited, Jus Pop. pag. 61. according to 
his own Tranſlation thus, Zer the Miniſter of the 
Church he called and choſen by lawful and eccleſiaſt- 
cal Eleftion, i. e. Let them be choſen religiouſly by 
. the Cha reh, of ſuch a are deputed by the Church 
for that Effef, in the juſt Order, and without Tu- 

| OE | | „  * 
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5 „ 
mult, Seditions and Contentions; where they allow of 
a Deputation in this Buſineſs, which the Author dif- 
proves. And the Citation be has out df, Znznglzus 
P. 72. takes in with the faithful in Elections, = 
ly and certain learned Biſhops, and -other. faithful 
Men, having skill of Things, ſheuld- chooſe à Paſtor. 

5. This cannot be the Meaning of the Word 
Church in t he Confeſſion of Saxony, where it is ſaid; 
He much approves Election by the Church. To 
confirm this he cites Cheninitius a Lutheran Divine, 
ſaying in his Eram..Concil. Trid. pag. 226. That 
Examples in Apoſtolical Hiſtory clearly ſhew, that 
Election or Vocation did belong to the whole Churth. 
Now to find out the Meaning of this, I. refer him to 
a Paſſage of ©. hemnzrzns, which I find cited in the 
| Right of Patronages re conſidered, pag. 23. Optimum 
cunt | erit fi Eccleſia miniſtrum eligat; ordinet; examenet; 
age Magiſtratus nomznet, decernat et Confirmet, popula- 
hui ri approbet. There he aſeri bes the Nomination to 
n. the Magiſtrate, the Election, Ordination and Trial 
leſi- to the Church Repreſentative, for he laſt · of all a- 
he ſcribes the Approbation to the People. 1 
| 6. Iam again ſtumbled at the unfair Tranſlation of the 
and Art. of the Bohemian Confeſſion, Jus Pop. p. 63. Ur- 
But gue ad hoc munns vocentur ex plebe pia et ſideli, viri 
Sy-, ¶ Pleni fide et inculpati, which he tranſlates thus, And 
* by, that they ſhould be called to rhe Exerciſe of that Of. 
42 ice by he People that are godly and believing, being. 
ner, Nen full of Faith and Blameleſi. Such a barefaced 

prerverſion of an Author, we ill ſcarce meet with; 
lon, Could the Authors of the Indew Expurgatorius do 
ven any Thing worſe than this? Ex plebe pia et fideli is 
the to be rendered thus: Out of the People that are gods 
Pa- I oy and faithful, and not by the +eople. Thus he 
not | would again impoſe on his Zngliſh Reader, nd 
led, make him believe; that the Sohemian Confeſſion al 
to ſerted in that Article in expreſs Terms, That the 
the godly and faithful People are ihe Electors. Muſt not 
ti: | this Author be exceedingly put to it; and have a 
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reat Mind to deceive Perſons into his Opinion; I 
fay deceive, for ſuch a Method can never convince. 
His Gloſs upon this Verſion is of a Piece with his 
Verſion, for he ſays there, The Call or Election of 
Miniſters is given to the People, not to the People iu 
General, but to the People that are godly and be- 

leving. FV 
Pudet hac oßprobria nobi g, 3 
| Et dici potulſſè ſed nec potuiſſè ræfelli. 


le mentions the Church of France, and becauſe 
he could find nothing in their Confeſſion, he conſult- 
ed their Diſcipline; and there, Chap 1. Cau. 6. where 
indeed the Negative is given to the People; but then 
this ſeems to be but a Temporary Regulation, like 
theſe of the Church of Scotland, mentioned SefF. 1. 
for the Author of Jus Fopuli, pag. 60. owns, That 
this Church war afterwards a little in the dark as 
to Duty here. Becauſe the 41h National Synod de- 
fires the Paſtars of Geneva to write them their 
Judgment about ſame principal Points. of Church 
Diſcipline,” as about the Rlection of Church Offcers, 
Sc. But the Author of Jus Populz has great Light 
in this Matter, and no douht is now conſulted as 
the greateſt Oracle in our Church. And here as to 
the Paſſages he cites from . Lord de Pleſſis, 
Chamier, ; Gapellus and Amiral. 1 ag. 70, 91, 33. .. 
which ſpeak of the Suffrage, Conſent and Election 
of the whole Church, he will be pleaſed ro make uſe 
of the Key I have given him for underſtanding theſe. 
Thus I have conſidered all that he has advanced, 
from the Confeſſions of the Proteſtant Churches, ex- 
cepting theſe of Euglaud and Jrelaud, who are. 
known to be of the ſame Judgment. But what is the 
Judgment of the Church of England? The Jus 
Populi, pag. 64. ſays, It is hard to tell, and they are 
wo iſer than he that can tell. But I do not think this ſo 
difficult a Task, for Article 23. it is ſaid, Ne _ o 
5 jñjuage 
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In Latin and Engliſb, ſo that both of them are equal. 
ly Authentical. In the Latin it is thus, Argue illon 


fer homines quibus foteſtas vocamdi Mini ſtrar argue 


de lire to the Dean and Chaprer, who meet .acco 
ingly, and make Choice of che Perſon nominated 5 


Impediment, why the Pre ſentee muy not be admitted 


n 


th © 


Judge theſe lamfillly called and ſent, which be catleit 


and ſent to this Work, by Men who haue public 


Authority given unto them in the Congregation, 10 
call and ſend Miniſters to the Lord's Vineyard. 
Now Biſhop Beverage in his Expoſition of this Ar» 
ticle, ſays, That ſich as ſucceed the Apoſtles in rhe 
Miniſiry, are theſe who have publick Authority gs- 
ven them in the Congregation or Church. And 


_ that theCongregation is here all one with the Church, 


* 


is to me evident, if we look to this Article as it is 
in the Latiue; for Biſhop Burner informs us, Thas 
the 39 Articles were at the fame Time prepared both 


legittime wocatos et miſſos euiſtimare debemnus gui 


mittende in dineum Domini Publice conceſſa eſt dn 


Ecoleſia co-optats fuerint et aſciti in hoc opus. Where 


that which in the Engliſh Articles is called the Con- 


gregation, is in the Latin ones called Ecclefia. And 


as to the Practice of that Church, it is pretty well 


known : If I can depend on my R ac to che 
Biſhops, tis after this Manner. The Pr 


the Nomination of the Perſon, and ſends. a Cog 


2 


when this is done, the Election is reported or pub 


liſhed on a certain Day in the Cathedral Church, 
and after this the Prince gives a Mandate to the 
Metropolitan, to proceed to the Confirmation of 


dic Viefico, And then 48 e Precbytets' in thet 


Church, the Patron, who is either the Prince or a 
Subject, and this Subject is either a Zack or ESC. 


cleft aſtique, pre ſents a ſufficient. Ferſon to a vacant 


- Parifh, and Gio Billiop is required. and obliged to 


ive him Collation andInftitution, and the People are 
owed to object and declare if they only. know any 
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into the Miniſtry, and if no relevant Objection is 
made, the ?erſon 1s ordained.” RRV 

Prof. Mareſius repreſents, That the Froteſtant 
Churchest. art not agreed about this Right of Electi- 
on. He ſays, Syſt. Theol. Loc. 15. 6.64. Sed quonzam 
ſmgulis Eecleſizs, E£9c. But becauſe almoſt every 

Church has an Order peculiar to it ſelf concerning 
the electing and calling of her Paſtors, it would be raſh 
to preſcribe any ſpecial Raule here, which all are 
bound to follow : And. I deſpair of ever ſeeing them 

all agreed about it, and wiſh from the Heart that our 
Church could with Harmony and Unanimity fix up- 
on a Method of calling ?aftors to vacant Congregati- 
ons. This would be very much for the Intereſt and 
Peace of the Church, and woald pave the Way for a- 
boliſhing Patronages, under which ſhe now groans ; 
but till this is done, and if we cannot agree among 
our ſelves about the Right of Election, and the Man« | 
ner of exerciſing it, I cannot flatter my ſelf that ci- 

vil Authority will eaſe us of this Burde. 

I ſhall now conclude this Performance by animad-. 
verting a little upon theſe Words of Jus pop. p. 70. 
What ProfeNr ig he that ever wrote, and hath nog. 

. owned that the People have a Right from Chriſt the. © 
King of Zion to chooſe their own Paſtor ? In anſwer „ 
to this, I have named two already. Page— Mareſiu s, 5 
Profeſſor at Groningen, Syſt. Theol. Loc 15. Not. in 
964. But there is not any Thing ſo expreſly re- 
corded in Scripture concerning the Right and Man- f 
* ner of Election, as that a certain, conſtant and uni- = 
* verſal Rule can be propoſed or eſtabliſhed.” This 
only can be ſaid for certain, That the Right of the f 
Chriftian People muſt not be intirely abrogated. , 

And Profeflor Vitringa de Synag. vet. Lib. 3. Par. 

1. Cap. 14. ſays, © That it doth not ſo much as ap- 
© pear from the Hiſtory of the New Teſtament and = 
© the Epiſtles of aul, that the Names of thoſe who 
* were to be choſen were propoſed to the Church, 
either to be approved or diſapproved by the 
1 | „Church, 
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( 119 ) 3 
Church, neither can it be gathered from any certain 
© or plauſible Argument. 24/y, I ſhall name to 
him ſeveral eminent Profeſſors of Divinity, who 
maintain, that not only the Trial and Ordination, 
but the Election alſo belongs to the Presbytery, 
* fuch as Chemnztius, Mareſius and Turretin. See 
their Words already cited in this Section. And to theſe 
I now add, 'Bucanus Profeſſor of Divinity at Zaufan, 
Iuſtit. Theol. Loc. 42. where he asks the Queſtion, 
A quibus eligi debent? And reſolves it thus, Non ab 
z112us ecclefie cui proſpactendum eſt civibus omnibus 
O fingulis ad confufionem & ambitionem vitandam, 
Sed ejus preſhterio, vel conjunctarum eccleſiarum 
doctoribus & paſtoribus, i. e. Miniſters are not 
to be elected by all and every Member of the Church, 
. K that is to be provided, but by the Presbytery, or by 
\ the Doctors and Paſtors of the united Churches. Clu to 
a Profeſſor of Divinity at Franeker, Idea Theol. Diſp. 
44. Pag. 460. Jus vero illud vocandi ſoli Deo & 
Chriſto competit, nec ei repugnat, quod poſtromis his 
Nova Teſtamenti temporibus ordinario regimine 
eecleſiæ conſtituto a presbyterio miniſtrorum ecoleſiæ 
Docatio fiat, i. e. The Right of Calling belongs only 
to God and Chriſt; neither is it repugnant to this, 
that in theſe laſt Times of the New Teſtament, 
when the Government of the Church is eftabliſhed,' 
the Calling of the Miniſters of the Church ſhould: 
be by the Presbytery. Thus, according to theſe Di- 
vines, the Presbytery are the proper Electors. They 
do indeed allow to the People a Liberty of conſent- 
ing and approving; but this then can never be a Nega- 
tive on the Presbytery ; for if the Presbytery are the 
Electors, have a Right to ele&, and are qualified for 
making a' right Choice for the People, the People 
| ought to give their Conſent according to the Opinion 
of the Minifters of Fife ; and the Compoſers of the. 
firſt Book of Diſcipline, chap. 4. 5 4. exprelly ſay; 
* We call not violent Intruſion, when the Council of 
$ the Church (. e. the Presbytery) in the F 2 of 
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oe : God, and for the Salvation of the 1 offereth * 
1p fothema ſufficient Man to inſtruct them, whom 
1 they ſhall not be forced to admit before juſt Exa- 
| mination.* This plainly intimates to me, that if 
be examined and approven, the People are 
3 and ought to receive him: The People cau- 
not have a Negative on the Election of the 2 4 5 
tory, for this orerthrows the Presbyterian Conſtitu- 
tion, in regard, that if the Presbytery ſhould clo 
clave errante, the People can for Redreſs appeal 
to the Provincial Syned, and from that again to a 
National Aſſembly the dernier reſort ;. But if this 
18 not done, but the People has a Negative on all, 
the beautiful Order of our Church is * ee : The 
People by their Renitency and Oppoſltion cannot 
have a Negative over the Presbytery, for the Reni- 
toncy of ſuch as are not Members of that Court, can» 
ot derogate from or nullify the Power, It may givs 
Gecafton to the Presbytery in Point of Prudence, to for- : 
| v5 bear proceeding to Ordination, as- when a Council of 17 
e War in point of Wiſdom may ſuſpend the Execution | 
| of an Order that may raiſe a Mutiny in the Armys 
but a Renitency, except upon Objections releyxant 
and veriſied, cannot derogate from the power, other». 7 
wiſe a ſtubborn Humour and arbitrary Pleaſure muff 
be an uncontroulable Law, If the people think them- 
ſelves injured by a presbytery, and that no due Re- | 
gard is had to them, there no more remains, but either 
to ſubmit or appeal to a higher Church-court for Re Th, 
dreſs. 3dly,l mg mention 4 great Number of Prote- | 


r ſtant Divines and Profeflors, who hold that Miniftery 
[51 have this Right in common with the people, as Zyznghpus 
Polanus, and the four Profeſſors of Leyden 3 * . 
in particular ſays, That Miniſters are the TH - 
KleSors, id competit eleftio maxima ex party, The 

Aſlertions of all theſe J have already noticed in this 
f £2 , E Fl 


* 1 
& 3 ; 
f f Da 2 k J 9 ro ; » * ; 4 ( 
. * — 1 2 1 * 4 Ry 1 
= * 8 — . 
o — % N 


, 
> 8 : 
455 5 ; 
< . * 1 
U 
3 1 « 


. 
1 7 R 


* * | 1 — #5 % => Mo * x * 

—— 1% 4 Lern, * 

* by | „ 9 N. be A EQ _— } = S 2 7 N — 
. LA; 


„ „ „ 
Thus I think I have ſufficiently ſcattered and diſ- 
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lled the Cloud of Witneſſes loudly pretended to 
55 bor the peoples Right; but human Authority in 
this Matter is of ſmall Confideration with me, when 
T can find nothing in the holy Scciptures eftabliſhing 
this alledged Divine Right of the People, 
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APPENDIX. 


N the foregoing Treatiſe I have at a great Length 
conſidered the Arguments brought from Scrip- 
ture for popular Elections; I have not out of 


Deſign omitted any known Proof infifled on by 


Writers on this Subject; but ſince the Author af 
Fus Populi, p. 47. ſays, © That others plead for the 
* Church her Right to elect, from the Conſideration * 
of her being entruſted with the Keys of the King. * 
dom of Heaven, Matth. xvi. 19. and xviii. 19.” 
Turretin g Oven and others argue from this 


Topick, and they think the Gift of the Keys takes 
in a Liberty of Election on the part of Church- 


members, as well as the power of Ordination on the 

part ef Miniſters; and leſt it may be thought that 
there 18 ſome Strength in it, and that I have thought 
fit to ſhift it, I ſhall here take it under my Exami- | 
nation, not doubting to convince him, that it had - 
been more for his Credit and Reputation not to have 


mentioned it. 1ſt, He ſays that Turretin uſeth this 


Argument; but ſurely not for the End alledged in 


the Jus Populi c For Turretin in Theol. Elenf. Loc. 


18. Queſt. 24. propoſes the Queſtion thus, Does 
5 Sek electing and calling Paſtors belong to 


9 no ties only, or to the whole Church? He 


denies the former, but aſſerts the latter, 2. That 


che Right belongs to the 2 Church. Now in 


Sec. 


* 


e | | 
. $ebf: 6.45 I obſerved already, be tells us whathe means | 
by the whole Church, 78. the Presbytery, Magi- 1 
ſtrates and People, and that theſe are the parts that j 
. compoſe this whole; to each of theſe he gives that 4 
which he thought their Due. As to the presbytery. 0 
he fays, © That to them belengs formally the Exa- F 
- © mination, (N. B.) Election and Ordination; Ho || © 
Cannot therefore think, that the Gift of the Keys takes 
in a Liberty of Election on the Part of Church. mem- a 
bers, ſince he expreſly aſſerts, that the Election for- , 
mally belongs to the presbytery. 2. When he ſays that 4 
| Ameſius and Oren argue from this Topick- I muſt ak | 
; 
] 
( 
{ 


him, if he knows not that theſe learned Doctors are 
Independents? And does he not know that it is their 
Principle that Church-government is in the Hands of 
the people or Church-members? Is he a Stranger in 
our {/-ach; and knows not theſe Things? And is not 
their principles directly contrary to the Weſtminſter 
Confeſ. Art. 1. where it is aſſerted, That the 
Lord Jeſus, as King and Head of his Church, 
* hath therein appointed a Government in the Hand 
of Church-officers diſtin from the civil Magiſtrate. . 
And Art. 2. it is ſaid, That to theſe Officers the 
* Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven are committed, 
by virtue whereof they ha ve ower reſpectively to 
* retain and remit Sins; to ſhut that Kingdom againſt 
* the Impenitent, both by the Word and Cenſures, 
and to _ to the penitent Sinners by the Mi- 
—_— of the Goſpel, and by Abſolution from 
_ © Cenſures, as Occafion ſhall require 3* And the. 
abbve Texts are adduced for proof of this Article. 
What does the Author of Fus pop. by this Argu- 
ment intend ? Is he ſo fond of popular EleSigns, ; 
that he will part with an Article of the Confeſſion 
which he has ſubſcribed? Or will he adhere to the 
Article, and compliment away the proof? The Afr 
ſembly aſſerts, That the Keys are given to Cbureb - 
fert; bur this Argument gives them to the 


* 
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Keys mentioned, Matt 


55 here to eite a paſſage of Mr. Rutherfeord's due Right, | 
P. a7. I think, ſays he, while of late, never Inter- 


* preter dreamed, that in this Text, Mat. 16. The Keys 


* If the Kingdom of Heaven are given dl Reiten. 
but only to the Stewards of the Houſe builded upon 


the Rock.“ This fingle Authority, beſides that of 


dur Confeſſion, will preponderate that of Amelins and 
Ouen in our Church. 3. Either the Author of Jus 
Pop, judged this Argument probative or not; if he 


did, I hope I have now ſhown his Miſtake, and have 


| Fet him right, if he will have any Regard to our 


onſeſſion, to the Aﬀembly at Weſtminſter, and to 
r. Rus berſood; if he did not think it did conclude, 


why did he adduce it? Can I think he mentioned 


it as good enough to an illiterate Reader, that takes 
Things upon Truſt without Examination? But was 
he not to have entred a Caveat here, and tell honeftly 
his Reader not to rely upon ſuch a 2 ? 4. The 

| . xvi. are the Keys of Doctrine, 
Government and Diſcipline? Unto which of theſe 
does he refer the Right of Election in the people ? 


He will not be fo anteaſonable as to refer it to the 
Key of Doctrine. And as to the Key of Government, 


it does not belong to that by his own Acknowledge- 
ment, Fus Fop. p. 60. The Election of a Miniſter 


is no Act of Government; What remains now, but 


that it pertains to the Key of Diſcipline ? And this is 


what he affirms in his 1 — anent the Aﬀembly's 


Overture, P. 4. in theſe Words. Now the Election 
of Goſpel Miniſters is a part, and ſurely a very 
© conſiderable part of the Policy or Diſcipline of the 


Kirk: But how he will reduce it under the Diſ. 


cipline of the Kirk, as the _—_ is taken 
ſtrictly, and diſtinguiſhed from the Government of 


the Kirk, I cannot underſtand; he will find himſelf 


exceedingly put to it to ſhew this; But whether it 


be a very confiderable part of the Diſcipline, or of 
the Government of the Kirk, I know no ſound. 


Prevbyrerjan that puts a * part of either 
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of the two in the Hands of the People. In the forecited 


Page of the Queries, he refers us to Chap. 3. of the 
ſecond Book of Diſeipline ; but if he will read that 
Chapter over again with Attention and Thought, he 
will find that ordinary Election is not to be without 
the Voice of the Elderſhip. It indeed mentions 


| Likewiſe the Will, (z. e. the Conſent of the Con- 


gregation) but as this is ſomething leſs than the 
Voice of the Elderfhip, fo 1 have already made it 
out, that this Diſſent of the Congregation docs not 
amount to a Negative. Again, If the Election of 
Miniſters be a very confiderable part of the Policy 


of the Kirk, it cannot, by the ſecond Book of Dißf 
cipliue, belong to the People ; becauſe, chap. 8: 5 3. 
of that Book, it is expreſly aſſerted, That this Po- 


* licy is given immediately to the Office. bearers, by 
* whom it is exerciſed to the Well of the whole 
© Body: „ f yi oe, nt 
The Author of the Queries has advanced ſome 
new Arguments, which he had not inſiſted on in his 
Fus poßpuli; and becauſe they are new and curious, 1 
ſhall pay a due Regard to them. © The Calling of Mini- 
© fters is a capital Point; ergo, Chriſt hath Jane 
* who ſhall be the Callers and EleQors ? Again, The 
policy of the Kirk muſt lean on the Word of God; 
and the electing of Minifters being a very conſide- 
© rable part of this Policy; ergo, the Word of God 
+ muſt determine who are the Electors? This Au- 
thor needed not to have given himſelf this Trouble; 
he had no more to do, but to have pointed us t 

Texts, where either Chriſt or his A poftles. hav 

made any ſuch Determination. I have examincd al 

the Places of Scriprure he has cited; but there is 
no ſuch Thing determined in them, that the People 
have the Right of Election of Miniſters; nay, it is 
not ſo much as declared, that they did exerciſe this 

Right. The laying down Suppofitions of his own 

making, and then his inferring from them, that 


Chriſt mylt have done ſo and fo, is a Way f 


- Reaſoning 


that has no Precedent that I knowof,. hut js 
peculiar to himſelf. The firſt of theſe, Arguments 
de have Quer. p. 4. The Calling of Goſpel, 
ters (and Iſuppoſe he. means Election of them; tc 

Lede this the Controrerfy is) fs not the leaſt of tho 


8 Reaſoning 
wy > 


8 
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Thuman prudence.” 


6 of the Church d 


- 


Churches privileges; ſoit is an Affair of zrest Weight 8 

and Moment, a capital Point on which the Safety of 
| ; jor; and a Concern of the laſt Con · 

i ſequence to immortal Souls; and therefore furely.our 


Lord Joſus Chriſt, who was faithful in all his Houſe, 
bath determined in his Word who ſhall be the Cal- 
lers; for who'ſhall be the Electors is not « bare Cir- 


cumſtance to be ordered by the Light of Nature and 
But in P. 10. he ſeems to be 2 


| +Girtle ſtraitned about its being à capital point; for, 


Ihe Callers is neceſſary, if not to the Being, 


and determine) to compare the | perſons and theſe 


Now *tis 'yield 
of great Weight and 


chere he fays, I am ſure to determine who ſhall be 
b lers i; s yet to 
the rl comfortable Beingof his Church. 
that a publick Miniſtry is a Matter 

| Moone to the Safety of the 
Ohurch, and of the laſt conſequence to immarts 
-Souls, and that a ſtanding Miniſtry muſt be kept up, 
ſo that when Minifters die, others muſt be choſen to ſuc 
'cecd in their place; But who told him that it ia neceſ- 
ary either for the Being or Well being of the Church 


* 


to determine who ſhall be the EleRars ? | For fince | 


the Scripture has pointed out to us the neceflary Qua 
Hfications. of thoſe who, thro' the Divine Blefhag, 


"ſhall be able Miniſters of the New. Teſtament, and 
Workmen that need not to be aſhamed, as it hath. done 
In the Epiſtles to Timothy and Tztus, and elſewhere 


Might not God leave this open to this, or the other 
Society of Men (as human prudence ſhould guide 


' . Qualifications together, and when they find them to 
meet · together, to elect and chuſe accordingly. Will any 


* 


peopfe : If it 18 done by apresbytery or by a Kirk ſeſſion, 


bo ſo aſſuming as to ſay, that it is neceſſary that the - 


Scripture ſhould determine that this ſhould be by the 
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Tur other Society that is ſufficiently capable 1 judge ? 
#EMfep apd their Gifts and Vockrine, is not the Elec. 


* . 


"oh made ſuch as fhall anſwer theſe great Ends, the 
Safety of the Church, and the Good of immortal 
Fro) Will any Man. afferr, that the people are 
'pa(fors,? Or, Will any Man fay, that a paſtor choſen 
Ferre is. more necellery, or Gere fr for the | 
ifety of theChurch and the Good of immortal Souls, 
than dne choſen by a Body of worthy and able Divines? 
"How does this now appear to be a capital-point ? An 
articnlus ſtantit aut cadentis eccleſiæ, p. 9. Tis on 
this Account that he with great Charity ſays, That pro- 
© xcſtant Miniſters are going into the Camp of Papifts, 
ut to, a Point of great Moment, namely, the per- 
ſoction of the Scripture, ſeeing they affirm that the 
© Scripture gives no Direction as to the Calling of 
©'Minifters.' This is a heavy Charge, and a calumnious 
Accoſation of the Brethren, and in Oppoſition to it, I 
rat aſſure h im that all the proteſtant Miniſters maintain 
that the Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus are Scripture, 
and that rn the Scripture Directory in the Cal- 
Ing of Miniſters; and that they own the Doctrine of our 
Confeffion concerning the perfection of the Scriptur 
hab. x. Art. 6. That the whole Council of God 
N all Things neceſſary for his. own Glory. 
Mads Salvation, Faith and Life, is either expreſly ſet 
* down in Scripture, or by good and neceſſary Conſe - 
6 quence may be deduced from it'; but they do not think 
| Ita Matter of ſuch Neceſſity who ſhall be the Callers, 
whether the Presbytery or the Seſſion, or the Heritors 
with the Seſſion, or {a/tly, the knowing and ſenſble 
part of the Congregation. I have in this Inquiry de- 
elared, that fo far as I can underſtand the Scriptures, . 
Jam much inclined to think that the Scriptures, as to 
the Elect ion of Miniſters, ſeem chiefly. to give Coun- 
tenance to Elections by the Church Repreſentative, _ 
But tho' this is my Opinion, that this is more pro- 
able than any other, yet I can quietly. and peace- 
ly ſubmit to a Directory about the planting of vacant 
why P 
5 Churches, 


fit to chufe than a Society of learned and godiy 


„„ as 3 
Churches, ſuch as that mentioned in the Overture | 
of the laſt Aſſembly. The 2d Argument in th 
| Queries, p. 4. is 6 from an Aſſertion in the 
- ſecond Bouk of Diſcipline, chap. 1. par. 11. (with 
me it is Par. J.) This Power and Policy of the 
Kirk ſhould lean immediately on the Word as the 
only Ground thereof, and ſhould be taken from 
the pure Fountains of the S.riptures, the Kirk 
hearing the Voice of Chrift, the only ſpiritual 
King, and being ruled by his Laws; but the E- 
© TeQtion of Goſpel Minifters is a Part, and ſurely 2 
very conſiderable Part of the Policy or Diſcipline of 
© the Kirk. Ergo, this Part of the Policy muſt lean 
| s immediately upon the Word.“ But if this Author ; 
read with Attention the Third Paragraph of that 
Chapter, he will find, that the Policy of the Kirk 
is there ſaid to be An Order or Form of ſpiritual] 
Government which is exerciſed by the Members 
appointed thereto by the Word of God, and there» 
* fore is given immediately to the Office-bearers, by 
© whom it is exerciſed to the Well of the whole Bo- 
* dy. Now as. to this Policy, or Form of ſpiritual 
Government, all Probationers, when licenſed to preach 
the Goſpel, and all Miniſters of this Clurch when 
chlained, publickly own and acknowledge that the 
presbyterian Government and Diſcipline are founded 
1 


upon the Word of God, and agreeable thereto. This, 
is all one with the phraſe, * Leaning immediately p 1 
on the Word.” But it the Election of Minifters ii ⅛ ͤ 
very conſiderable part of this policy or Form of | 


ſpiritual Government, then this is immediately 
' given to the Office-bearers by whom it is excrciſed 
to the Well of the whole Body, as it is ſaid of t 
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policy or Form of Government in the forecited para- 
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graph. Again this Writer having in Jur Sab 8 ES. ; i 


aſſerted, That the Election of Miniſters is no Act of 
Government. I leave it with him to confider how it, 


* 


can be a very conſiderable part of the policy or Form l 1 


of ſpiritual Government ot the Kirk. e 
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